URGENT ACTION 
DROP CHARGES AGAINST EX-CABINET MINISTER 
On September 23, former cabinet minister Katele Kalumba was arrested in Zambia’s Chienge District and subsequently charged under Section 22 of the Cyber Crimes Act No. 4 of 2025 with “harassment.” He was released a few hours later on police bond. On September 26, Katele Kalumba was re-arrested, charged with sedition, and detained at Ibex Hill police station in Lusaka, the capital. He was subsequently transferred to Lusaka Central Prison until he was granted bail on October 15. The authorities claim the case is related to statements made by Katele Kalumba on his Facebook account that were published with “the intention of humiliating the President.” The Zambian authorities must drop all charges against Katele Kalumba as his prosecution stems solely from the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression.  

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on UA 105.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

First UA: 105/26 Index: AFR 63/1558/2026 Zambia  						  Date: 26 October 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
The Director of Public Prosecutions 
Mr. Gilbert Phiri 
National Prosecution Authority 
Plot BLX 29B, 
Independence Avenue, 
Lusaka, Zambia 
Emails: ca@npa.gov.zm, npa@npa.gov.zm 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC: Zambian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Dr. Chibamba Kanyama
2419 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20008
Web Contact Form: https://www.zambiaembassy.org/webform/contact-us 

Dear Mr. Gilbert Phiri, 
I am concerned about the arbitrary detention of former Minister of Finance, Katele Kalumba. 
On September 23, Katele Kalumba was arrested by soldiers at his home in Zambia’s Chienge District and subsequently charged with harassment under Section 22 of the Cyber Crimes Act No. 4 of 2025. The police claim the case related to electronic content they alleged was published with the intention of humiliating the President. Katele Kalumba was released hours later on police bond pending further proceedings. On September 26, Katele Kalumba was re-arrested, charged with seditious practices, and detained at Ibex Hill police station in Lusaka before being transferred to Lusaka Central Prison. The charges are linked to statements reportedly made by Katele Kalumba on his Facebook page, criticizing the President between August 1 and 13, 2026. At his court appearance on October 2, the prosecution said it was awaiting the required consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions before his plea could be taken. The matter was adjourned to October 15 where the court granted Katele Kalumba bail. 
I urge you to drop the charges against Katele Kalumba as he appears to be prosecuted solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights. I further urge you to end the arbitrary arrest and detention of opposition political members and to ensure that criminal justice and sedition provisions are not misused to intimidate, punish, or silence political opponents and other people peacefully exercising their human rights. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Katele Kalumba’s wife reports that requests to take medication to Katele Kalumba in detention have been denied. 

The arrest of Katele Kalumba took place against the backdrop of a broader shrinking of civic space and crackdown on opposition members before, during, and after Zambia's 2026 general election. Between late July and mid-August 2026, several opposition figures and supporters including Kennedy Kamba, Harry Valden Findlay, Moses Ng'andwe, Felix Mangani Phiri, Winston Ngosa, Sebastian Kopulande, George Chisanga, Brian Mundubile, and Makebi Zulu were arrested in separate operations in Lusaka. Police have stated that some suspects had been under investigation for years, yet arrests were carried out during the election period while investigations are said to remain ongoing, raising wider concerns about arbitrary detention and lack of due process, as well as violations of international fair trial standards. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: April 26, 2027

NAME AND PRONOUN: Katele Kalumba (he, him)
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