URGENT ACTION 
PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE SUBJECTED TO REPEATED PUNISHMENT 
Cuban prisoner of conscience Roberto Pérez Fonseca is serving a 10-year sentence for participating in the July 2021 protests. His family reports repeated confinement in punishment cells, restrictions on family contact and deteriorating health due to chronic illnesses and inadequate medical care. He remains at risk of further ill-treatment. We call for his immediate and unconditional release and pending release, adequate medical care, regular family contact, and an end to all punitive measures and ill-treatment. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on UA 101.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

First UA: 101/26 Index: AMR 25/1521/2026 Cuba  						  Date: 15 October 2026 
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Note: USPS does not deliver mail to Cuba. Send postage to domestic embassy instead

Miguel Díaz-Canel 
President of Cuba 
Hidalgo Esq. 6, Plaza de La Revolución 
CP 10400, La Habana, Cuba 
Email: despacho@presidencia.gob.cu 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below

CC: Cuban Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Lianys Torres Rivera
2630 16th Street, NW, 
Washington DC 20009
Email: secretaria@usadc.embacuba.cu
Twitter/X: @lianystr 
Dear President Miguel Díaz-Canel, 
I am writing about prisoner of conscience Roberto Pérez Fonseca, who is serving a 10-year sentence in Quivicán prison for peacefully exercising his rights during the July 11, 2021 protests. 
Information provided to Amnesty International documents a pattern of human rights violations against Roberto, including repeated denial of adequate medical care, restrictions on communication, physical violence, and recurrent confinement in punishment cells. 
In September 2026, according to his family, another prisoner assaulted Roberto in front of prison guards and threatened him with a bladed weapon. After the alleged aggressor was not punished, Roberto protested in the prison yard with a sheet bearing the words “Patria y Vida” (Homeland and Life) and “Abajo la dictadura” (Down with the dictatorship). Prison authorities responded by placing him in a punishment cell. He was later removed from the punishment cell due to his deteriorating health. 
Roberto suffers from serious chronic gastrointestinal illnesses that have progressively deteriorated during his imprisonment. His family reports inadequate medical care, restrictions on communication and visits, and repeated punitive isolation raising serious concerns about his health, safety, and well-being. 
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Roberto Pérez Fonseca. Pending his release, ensure adequate healthcare, regular family and legal contact, and protection from torture and other ill-treatment, including punitive isolation. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Roberto Pérez Fonseca was sentenced in October 2021 to 10 years’ imprisonment for participating in the July 11, 2021 protests. In October 2024, Amnesty International designated him a prisoner of conscience. The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention found his detention arbitrary because it resulted from the peaceful exercise of his rights to freedom of assembly, association, opinion, and expression and found violations of his fair-trial rights. 

Amnesty International stated in February 2026 that Roberto suffers from serious chronic illnesses that have progressively deteriorated in prison. Information provided to Amnesty International by the Cuban Prison Documentation Center (Centro de Documentación de Prisiones Cubanas), a program of the non-profit organization, Iniciativa para la Investigación y la Incidencia A.C., documents a broader pattern of alleged abuses against Roberto in prison, including repeated placement in punishment cells, denial or delay of adequate medical care, physical violence, restrictions on family communication, and other forms of ill-treatment. According to the Cuban Institute for Freedom of Expression and Press (Instituto Cubano por la Libertad de Expresión y Prensa, ICLEP), by September 2026, he had been subjected to isolation at least ten times during his five years in prison. 

According to information provided by the Cuban Prison Documentation Center, Roberto has been diagnosed with a duodenal ulcer, acute esophagitis, duodenitis, and Helicobacter pylori infection. In January and February 2026, his family reported that he continued to suffer pain without adequate medical treatment. After falling from a three-level bunk in March, Roberto reportedly experienced vomiting, pain, and difficulty breathing and went several days without medical attention. The information provided also records previous incidents of punishment-cell confinement and other ill-treatment during his imprisonment. 

The pattern continued and intensified in September. According to information documented by the Cuban Prison Documentation Center, another prisoner assaulted Roberto in front of prison guards on September 8 and threatened him with a bladed weapon when he tried to defend himself. After the alleged aggressor was not punished, Roberto protested in the prison yard with a sheet bearing the words “Patria y Vida” (Homeland and Life) and “Abajo la dictadura” (Down with the dictatorship). Prison authorities responded by placing him in a punishment cell. He was transferred to the prison medical post because of health problems on September 12. According to the information received, the prison director told Roberto that he would be returned to the punishment cell once his health improved. He was returned on September 18 and then removed from the punishment cell due to his deteriorating health. His family has also reported severe restrictions on communication and visits.   

The information received also documents pressure on Roberto’s family. His mother has repeatedly advocated publicly for his release and access to adequate medical care. On February 3, 2026, state-security agents reportedly established surveillance outside her home after she publicly denounced her son’s lack of medical care. The prolonged imprisonment, difficulties obtaining information about Roberto, and restrictions on communication with him have also affected his family’s wellbeing. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish or your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: January 10, 2027. 

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: Roberto Pérez Fonseca (he/him).
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