URGENT ACTION 
ACTIVIST DENIED HEALTHCARE AMID UNJUST TRIAL 
Egyptian human rights activist and translator Marwa Arafa has been arbitrarily detained for over six years solely in relation to her human rights work, including supporting families of individuals detained for political reasons. Marwa Arafa has been separated from her daughter, now eight years old, since her arrest on April 20, 2020. In December 2024, the Supreme State Security Prosecution (SSSP) referred Marwa Arafa to trial on unfounded terrorism related charges. Her next hearing in front of the Cairo Criminal Court is scheduled for October 17, 2026, amid concerns over violations of her fair trial rights, including her right to adequate defense. Marwa Arafa’s health has seriously deteriorated in detention, yet she continues to be denied the specialized healthcare she needs. The Egyptian authorities must immediately and unconditionally release her and drop all charges against her as they stem solely from her human rights work. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Second UA 1.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.
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Second UA: 01/26 Index: MDE 12/1519/2026 Egypt 					                 Date: 2 October 2026 

[image: A yellow sign with black text

Description automatically generated]
AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi 
Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace 
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 
Fax: +202 2391 1441 
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg 
X: @AlsisiOfficial 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC: Egyptian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Motaz Zahran
3521 International Court, NW, 
Washington DC 20008
Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net
 ambassador@egyptembassy.net

Your Excellency, 
I am concerned about the continued arbitrary detention and deteriorating health of human rights activist and translator Marwa Arafa. She has now been arbitrarily detained for over six years solely in relation to her peaceful human rights activism. 
In December 2024, the Supreme State Security Prosecution (SSSP) referred Marwa Arafa to trial in front of the Cairo Criminal Court alongside 38 other defendants on unfounded terrorism-related charges. The charges against her stem solely from her human rights activism including support for families of individuals detained for political reasons. The proceedings against her have been marred by violations of her fair trial rights, including her right to adequate defense. Prison authorities in 10th of Ramadan prison have denied her access to her lawyer since May 2020. Despite the severe deterioration in Marwa Arafa’s health, the authorities have also failed to provide her with adequate healthcare. 
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Marwa Arafa and drop all charges against her, as she is detained solely for exercising her human rights. Pending her release, she must be held in conditions meeting international standards for the treatment of prisoners and granted access to her lawyer and adequate healthcare, including in outside hospitals if necessary. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Marwa Arafa is a translator and human rights activist who provided support for families of individuals detained for political reasons. Her assistance encompassed helping families with the costs of prison visits. She was also involved in advocating for children’s rights. She was arrested in front of her then two-year-old daughter who was later diagnosed with being on the autism spectrum. 

Marwa Arafa’s first trial session in front of the terrorism circuit of the Cairo Criminal Court was held on July 6, 2025, after over five years of pretrial arbitrary detention. According to the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR), an independent human rights organization, the court postponed the hearing to October 18, 2025 to enable the lawyers to review the case file. Her lawyers had been denied access to her case file from the investigation stage until after the first court hearing. During the hearing on October 18, 2025, Marwa Arafa appeared in court in a state of visible fatigue with marked respiratory distress. The presiding judge adjourned the hearing to December 20, 2025 based on the defense’s request to question and cross examine prosecution witnesses, namely policemen involved in investigations in her case. After the December 20 hearing, the session was adjourned to February 15, 2026 to question the remaining prosecution witnesses. 

Following her arrest on April 20, 2020, Marwa Arafa was subjected to enforced disappearance for 14 days, during which time she was interrogated by security agents without a lawyer present. Her pretrial detention was then repeatedly renewed without allowing her to meaningfully challenge the legality of her detention and far exceeded the two-year maximum period for pretrial detention permissible under Egyptian law. Her lawyers were denied access to the case file until her first trial hearing in July 2025, and prison authorities have also prevented her from meeting her lawyer. 

Marwa Arafa was detained in Al-Qanater women’s prison from April 2020 until her transfer to 10th of Ramadan prison in July 2023. Al-Qanater prison officials refused to intervene when she was subjected to abuse by other prisoners and repeatedly denied her requests to work in prison workshops in return for financial remuneration. Since August 2025, 10th of Ramadan prison authorities have been denying Marwa Arafa her right to daily exercise, in contravention to Egyptian prison regulations and international standards on the treatment of prisoners. According to an independent doctor consulted by her family, daily exercise is critical for her to prevent future blood clots and a further degradation of her health. 

In August 2025, Marwa Arafa suffered from pulmonary embolism, which was resolved after anticoagulant injections. Subsequent examinations revealed a heart condition requiring further diagnostic tests to determine whether she requires cardiac catheterization or medication-based treatment as assessed by an independent doctor consulted by her family. Prison authorities continue to deny her family’s requests to transfer her to outside hospitals to complete the necessary treatment. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic, English, or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: March 30, 2027

NAME AND PRONOUN: Marwa Arafa (She/Her) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/egypt-unjustly-jailed-activist-tried-on-bogus-terrorism-charges/ 
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