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URGENT ACTION

INVESTIGATE WHEREABOUTS OF MISSING AFGHANS

Journalist Sayed Qasim Hashemi and artist Hamed Ehsas, both Afghan nationals who fled Afghanistan
immediately after the Taliban takeover, fearing threats to their lives due to the nature of their work,
have been missing since July 4 in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan. Neither individual’s family has
been able to reach them since, and the police authorities have refused to register cases regarding their
abduction. The circumstances raise concerns that they may have been subjected to enforced
disappearance or arbitrary detention. Pakistani authorities have an obligation to investigate their
disappearance and inform the families about their whereabouts and fate.

TAKE ACTION:
o Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words.
e Click here to report your action(s) on UA 91.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Inspector General of Police Send a copy of your letter to the address below
gyﬁd AI‘_I,' Nasl_lir R(ljzw CC: Pakistani Embassy in the United States
SO ice |_||n1e1s | ela qléar(‘;ers Ambassador Rizwan Saeed Sheikh
428}% P_ k', slamaba 3517 International Court, NW,

 Pakistan Washington DC 20008

Phone: 051-9259387
Email: ig@islamabadpolice.gov.pk
X: @ICT_Police

Email: info@embassyofpakistanusa.org

Dear Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi,

| am concerned about the disappearance of two Afghan nationals: Sayed Qasim Hashemi, a
journalist, and Hamed Ehsas, an artist, missing in Islamabad since July 4. According to their families,
the two men left together from Section F-7 in Islamabad on the evening of July 4 and shortly became
unreachable. Their phones were switched off, and the vehicle they had been using was later located
in Islamabad's D-12 area. Their families have received no clear and verifiable information about their
fate and whereabouts. The police have also refused to file a First Information Report.

Sayed Qasim Hashemi and Hamed Ehsas’ families worry that their loved ones may have been
forcibly disappeared by the state authorities or deported to Afghanistan, where they face considerable
threats from the de-facto Taliban authorities due to their work. Both individuals were working on
awareness-related work regarding the Afghanistan Security Forces prior to the Taliban’s return to
power. Further, both individuals have health conditions. They fled Afghanistan immediately after the
Taliban takeover in August 2021, fearing threats to their lives due to the nature of their work.

| urge you to immediately take steps to disclose the fate and whereabouts of Sayed Qasim Hashemi
and Hamed Ehsas and to conduct a prompt, thorough, impartial, independent, and transparent
investigation into their disappearance. | further urge you to ensure that if they are in the custody of
any state authority, they are promptly granted access to their families, legal counsel, and any medical
care they may require. Finally, in the absence of any criminal charge against them recognized under
international law, release Sayed Qasim Hashemi and Hamed Ehsas immediately.

Yours sincerely,

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL


https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:ig@islamabadpolice.gov.pk
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Sayed Qasim Hashemi and Hamed Ehsas came to Pakistan in 2021, after the de-facto Taliban
authorities took over in Afghanistan. They filed their documents to register with the UNHCR soon after
arrival. Due to Pakistan’s increasing crackdown on refugees, the validity of all UNHCR-issued Proof
of Registration cards has expired as of June 30, 2025, and the Pakistani authorities have refused to
renew them, a move that has impacted nearly 1.4 million Afghan refugees and asylum seekers.

Afghan nationals in Pakistan face extremely precarious situations and are especially vulnerable to
deportation since the implementation of the ‘lllegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan’ in October 2023.
Between September 2023 and August 2026, 2.4 million Afghan nationals have been returned to
Afghanistan despite the risk they face upon return and in violation of the principle of non-refoulement
under international human rights law. In 2025, UNHCR noted that 110,000 Afghan refugees inside
Pakistan have high-risk profiles with increased international protection needs, and specific or
cumulative vulnerabilities that could qualify them for resettlement. Since the deportations have
started, Afghan nationals, refugees, and asylum seekers inside Pakistan have faced harassment,
arbitrary detention, and evictions across Pakistan. Pakistan does not have any law recognizing
refugees nor is it a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention, which has meant that refugees inside the
country have no legal framework and are thus vulnerable to arbitrary harassment by the Pakistani
authorities.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Urdu, or your own language.
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: March 10, 2027
NAME AND PRONOUN: Sayed Qasim Hashemi (he/him); Hamed Ehsas (he/him)
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