URGENT ACTION 
IMMEDIATELY RELEASE HUNDREDS OF DETAINEES 
Since August 14, dozens of arbitrary detainees were released, including Emirlendris Benítez, María Auxiliadora Delgado, and Danner Barajas. They should never have been detained, and many continue to be subjected to criminal proceedings and rights restrictions. Furthermore, Jorgen Guanares’ fate and whereabouts remain unknown since his presumed detention on August 2, 2024; Juan Carlos Marrufo, arbitrarily detained since March 19, 2019, requires urgent medical care; and Damián Rojas, Roberto Pérez, Renny González, Jonathan Delgado, and hundreds of others continue to be arbitrarily detained. We demand the immediate release of all those arbitrarily detained and to protect the life and integrity of those in custody.  

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Ninth UA 72.24. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Ninth UA: 72/24 Index: AMR 53/1369/2026 Venezuela 						    Date: 25 August 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
Larry Devoe 
Attorney General 
Edificio Ministerio Público, PB 
Av. Urdaneta, esquinas de Ánimas a Platanal 
Caracas, Venezuela 
 
Send a copy of your letter to the address below

CC: Permanent Mission of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations
Her Excellency Coromoto Godoy Calderón
335 East 46th Street,
New York, NY 10017

Mr. Attorney General, 
I regret that the decision to release arbitrary detainees was not extended to all those subjected to this grave human rights violation. Arbitrary detentions and the many other connected human rights violations must cease now, including those of Jonathan Delgado, Nudre Chourio, Olbis Dirinot, Rafael Guedes, Renny González, Roberto Pérez, and hundreds more. 
It is concerning that the fate and whereabouts of Jorgen Guanares have remained unknown since August 2024, and that Juan Carlos Marrufo has continued to be denied adequate medical care despite suffering an urgent need for it. Recent reports of alleged torture, enforced disappearance, and ill-treatment in the ‘Rodeo I’ prison illustrate the horrific conditions in which detainees are kept. 
No victim of arbitrary detention who has been released should be subjected to arbitrary criminal proceedings and abusive restrictions of their rights, like Javier Tarazona, Carlos Julio Rojas, Rocío San Miguel, and the many others who have been released after suffering politically motivated arbitrary detention, like Emirlendris Benítez and María Auxiliadora Delgado. 
I call on you to ensure the immediate release of all of those arbitrarily detained in Venezuela. Amid the humanitarian crisis deepened by the recent earthquakes, every detainee in state custody must have their life protected, their fate and whereabouts known, and adequate medical care and family visits guaranteed. Finally, the UN Fact-Finding Mission and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights must be granted full access to detainees in the country, including authorization to monitor and document human rights violations. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Since August 14, approximately 80 politically motivated arbitrary detainees were released from prison, according to Venezuelan NGOs Foro Penal and Justicia, Encuentro y Perdón. The conditions of those released continue to be verified by their relatives and civil society organizations, as they often include ongoing criminal proceedings and arbitrary restriction of rights. For instance, Emirlendris Benítez and María Auxiliadora Delgado were released as a humanitarian measure, but the sentence they were handed in 2022 after an unfair trial remains standing. 

As of August 25, 2026, hundreds of individuals remain arbitrarily detained for political reasons, despite statements repeated by authorities since January 2026 that there would be imminent releases of detainees that did not come to pass.  

On June 24, 2026, two earthquakes hit Venezuela, each 7.2 and 7.5 in magnitude. On June 25, Amnesty International issued a press release raising the alarm over the devastating impact these earthquakes would likely have, and, on June 30, the organization issued an urgent action calling a rights-based response to the earthquakes, including the release of all those arbitrarily detained. 

At least since 2014, the Venezuelan government has continuously used politically motivated arbitrary detentions to silence any form of real or perceived dissent in Venezuela as part of a systematic and widespread policy of repression. Between December 2025 and August 2026, authorities have sporadically released victims of arbitrary detention, most on conditional release and maintaining criminal proceeding against them, like in the case of prisoners of conscience and human rights defenders Javier Tarazona, Rocío San Miguel, and Carlos Julio Rojas. 

Within this policy of repression, the government has continually harassed, prosecuted and censored activists and civil society organizations working to protect the rights of Venezuelans amidst a complex humanitarian emergency and a deep human rights crisis that is making Venezuelans flee in unprecedented numbers (by May 2025, 7.9 million had fled Venezuela). Amnesty International has repeatedly called for the repeal of the so-called Anti-NGO law and all other legal mechanisms that restrict the lawful and necessary activities of these organizations. 

Since 2020, reports from the UN independent international fact-finding mission on Venezuela (FFM) have thoroughly documented hundreds of extrajudicial executions; enforced disappearances; arbitrary detentions; and torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment committed in the country since 2014; as well as the ways in which the justice system serves as a tool for the government’s policy of repression. Since November 2021, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court is conducting a criminal investigation into the situation in Venezuela. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: October 25, 2026

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: Persons detained for political reasons (they, them, their) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/venezuela-amidst-disaster-hundreds-remain-detained/ 
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