URGENT ACTION 
PROMINENT ACTIVIST SENTENCED TO IMPRISONMENT 
On June 3, 2026, the New Cairo Misdemeanor Court sentenced prominent activist and writer Ahmed Douma to one year in prison with labor on charges of spreading “false news”. These charges stem from his article, published on March 25, 2026, by Al-Araby Al-Jadeed, about the impact of unjust imprisonment on state stability, as well as from a social media post published on March 29, 2026, concerning detention conditions in Egypt. His appeal in front of New Cairo Misdemeanors Appeal Court is scheduled for June 25, 2026. He must be immediately and unconditionally released as he is arbitrarily detained solely for exercising his rights to freedom of expression. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Second UA 37.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Second UA: 37/26 Index: MDE 12/1129/2026 Egypt 						       Date: 17 June 2026
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
President Abdelfattah al-Sisi 
Office of the President, Al Ittihadia Palace 
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 
Fax: +202 2391 1441 
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg 
Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC: Egyptian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Motaz Zahran
3521 International Court, NW, 
Washington DC 20008
Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net
 ambassador@egyptembassy.net
Your Excellency, 
I am concerned about the arbitrary detention and unfair trial of writer and prominent activist, Ahmed Douma. On June 3, 2026, the New Cairo Misdemeanor Court sentenced him to one year in prison with labor. These charges stem from his social media posts and an article he wrote about unjust imprisonment and cruel detention conditions. The conviction followed an unfair trial in which the defense was not permitted to call or question witnesses in support of his defense and faced delays in accessing his case file. Ahmed Douma was not brought before the court despite having been transferred to the courthouse on the day the verdict was issued. 
During a prison visit on June 7, 2026, Ahmed Douma informed his family that he had experienced heart related health issues. According to his family, 10th of Ramadan prison authorities transferred him to the prison’s medical clinic, where he underwent medical examinations on two occasions. The family is seeking to obtain his medical record to share with independent medical specialists. Ahmed Douma’s family raised concerns about him being continuously exposed to intense light in his cell. The family also criticized the restriction limiting Ahmed Douma to one family visit per month - an exceptional measure introduced during the Covid-19 pandemic that remains in force.
I urge you to ensure that Ahmed Douma is immediately and unconditionally released and that all charges against him are dropped, as he is arbitrarily detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights. Pending his release, ensure he has regular access to his family and lawyers, and is held in conditions that meet international standards, and receives adequate health care.
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Ahmed Douma is an Egyptian poet, writer, and activist who has been targeted due to his political activism and leading role in the January 25, 2011 revolution, as well as his vocal criticism of successive Egyptian governments. Security forces arrested Douma, then aged 25, on January 12, 2012 in relation to his participation in the “Cabinet Offices” sit-in. He was released after three months but re-arrested on December 3, 2013 amid a wave of arrests after enactment of the draconian protest law (Law No. 107/2013). Throughout his detention he has been subjected to torture or other ill-treatment, including deliberate denial of access to medical care, and he was held in solitary confinement for four years and eight months in total for prolonged periods of time, between December 2013 until January 2020. Douma suffered from severe pain in different parts of his body as a result of being confined to his cell for more than 22 hours a day in poor prison conditions. He also suffered from high blood pressure, insomnia, constant headaches, severe depression, and panic attacks. In February 2015, he was convicted and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment in relation to his participation in anti-government protests following a grossly unfair and politically motivated trial intended to punish him for his activism. In July 2020, the Court of Cassation, Egypt’s highest court, upheld his conviction and sentence. On August 19, 2023, he was released following a presidential pardon, after spending around 10 years in prison. 

Since his release, the Supreme State Security Prosecution (SSSP) questioned Ahmed Douma in seven separate cases related to content posted on his social media accounts, under accusations of “spreading false news” deemed to “disturb public order, spread fear, and harm public interest”. In the first six cases, he was released on bail, exceeding a total of 235,000 Egyptian pounds (4,500 USD), pending investigations. Other restrictive measures imposed on him since his release include an arbitrary travel ban and restrictions on enrollment in postgraduate studies. 

On April 6, 2026, he went for questioning at the SSSP in response to a summons. Several hours into the interrogation, his lawyers learned that he was being accused of “publishing false news and statements inside and outside the country with the intent to disturb public peace and spread panic”. The charges relate to an article he wrote, published in Al-Araby Al-Jadeed on March 25, 2026, titled, “From a prison within the state to a state within the prison”, criticizing unjust imprisonment and its impact on state stability. The charges also stem from a social media post, published on March 29, 2026, in which he criticized detention conditions in Egyptian prisons. On April 9, 2026, an Advisory Chamber ordered the renewal of his pretrial detention for 15 days. His lawyers argued that the Egyptian Constitution limits the use of detention in cases related to publications. 

Amnesty International has documented repeated waves of arrests and prosecutions of people solely for exercising rights to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. Amnesty International has also raised concerns about systematic violations of fair trial rights in Egypt. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic, English, or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: August 17, 2026

NAME AND PRONOUN: Ahmed Douma (He/Him) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/egypt-arbitrarily-detained-activist-referred-to-trial/ 
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