URGENT ACTION 
QUASH COMMUNITY MEMBERS’ CONVICTIONS 
On May 6, 2026, the Lubango Court in Huíla province, Angola, convicted five members of the Vikolôngwa Mbútwa community and sentenced them to over three-year prison terms, on charges stemming from a violent police intervention during a land dispute on November 23, 2024. The verdict was presented in the absence of the defendants and their lawyers, who had been notified only two days before the hearing, despite the law requiring 15 days' notice. On May 26, 2026, the defense filed an appeal. The five remain free pending its outcome. The Angolan authorities must ensure that the convictions not supported by credible, lawfully obtained evidence are quashed on appeal, that all fair trial guarantees are fully respected throughout the appeal process, and that they promptly investigate the land dispute at the center of the whole incident. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Second UA 30.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Second UA: 30/26 Index: AFR 12/1187/2026 Angola 						          Date: 2 July 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
Prosecutor General of the Republic 
Pedro Mendes de Carvalho 
Rua 17 de Setembro 
Cidade Alta, Luanda, Angola 
Email: procuradoriageraldarepublica@pgr.ao 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC: Angolan Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Agostinho Van-Dúnem
2108 16th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Email: info@angola.org


Dear Prosecutor General, 
I am concerned about seven members of the Vikolôngwa Mbútwa community in Huíla Province, Angola: Eduardo Bambi Lissimo Quessongo, Kapamba Tchahima Kapamba, Sapalo António Randy, Paulo Mbuta Capaia, Muetuiapula Francisco, Francisca Tuahuma, and Cecília Dumbo. 
The seven were detained on November 23, 2024, following a violent police intervention during a land dispute. On May 6, 2026, the court handed down its verdict in the absence of the defendants and their lawyers, who had been notified only two days before the hearing despite the law requiring 15 days' notice. The court acquitted all defendants of the charge of criminal association, fully acquitted Kapamba Tchahima Kapamba for lack of evidence, and suspended the proceedings against Muetuiapula Francisco. However, it sentenced the remaining five to various prison terms.
The verdict raises serious fair trial concerns. The convictions rest on facts established against the defendants collectively, without each individual's conduct having been established in respect of each of the charges. Four of the five were convicted of damage to public property and aggravated resistance in relation to facts that occurred while they were already in police custody. 
I urge you to ensure that the convictions of the five Vikolôngwa Mbútwa community members not supported by credible, lawfully obtained evidence are quashed, and that the rights of the defense and all fair trial guarantees are fully respected throughout the appeal process, including the right of the defendants and their lawyers to be duly notified of, and present at, all hearings. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Vikolôngwa Mbútwa is a rural community near Chibia, in Huíla Province, southern Angola, whose members depend on farming and livestock rearing for their livelihood. The community considers the disputed land to be ancestral community land and that the conflict started when a local landowner began excavation work around the area. This excavation involved a ditch approximately three meters wide and deep around the disputed land, creating safety risks for residents and animals and restricting access to grazing land and fertile fields used for cultivation. Community members report that they have since been unable to graze their animals or access land they previously farmed, forcing them to cultivate only in the yards around their homes. 

This case reflects wider concerns documented by Amnesty International in its 2021 report, “The End of Cattle's Paradise”, which found that, in Huíla and Cunene provinces, communities' vulnerability has been compounded by the diversion of communal grazing land to commercial farmers, undermining the economic and social resilience of pastoral communities and worsening food insecurity. 

As part of the verdict delivered on May 6, 2026, the Lubango Court also ordered each of the five community members to pay 50,000 kwanzas (approximately 55 USD) in court fees and ordered Eduardo Bambi Lissimo Quessongo to pay 250,000 kwanzas (approximately 270 USD) and 350,000 kwanzas (approximately 380 USD) in compensation to two police officers allegedly injured. 

The court also dismissed Sapalo António Randy's allegation that he had been shot in the abdomen, on the grounds that he did not receive hospital treatment during detention, treatment that was the state's own obligation to provide, and no investigation was opened into the allegations of torture, other ill-treatment, and unnecessary and excessive use of force raised by the seven community members, despite concerns conveyed to the Government of Angola by UN Special Procedures on February 25, 2025. More than a year and a half after the arrests, the seven still have not received medical care and continue to report persistent pain. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Portuguese or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: January 2, 2027

NAMES AND PRONOUNS: Eduardo Bambi Lissimo Quessongo (He/Him), Kapamba Tchahima Kapamba (He/Him), Sapalo António Randy (He/Him), Paulo Mbuta Capaia (He/Him), Muetuiapula Francisco (He/Him), Francisca Tuahuma(She/Her), Cecília Dumbo (She/Her) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/angola-drop-charges-against-seven-community-members/ 
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