URGENT ACTION 
AMIDST DISASTER, HUNDREDS REMAIN DETAINED 
As the devastating consequences of the earthquakes that struck Venezuela on June 24, 2026 unfold, hundreds of politically motivated arbitrary detainees remain unfairly imprisoned. Reports of damage to the prison commonly referred to as ‘Rodeo I’ followed accounts of neglect towards detainees’ personal integrity, as well as concerning reports of unlawful use of force. The organization has also received reports of alleged acts of torture and possible enforced disappearance of detainees. We call on the attorney general to ensure the immediate release of all those arbitrarily detained in Venezuela and to protect the life and integrity of those in custody. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Eighth UA 72.24. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Eighth UA: 72/24 Index: AMR 53/1291/2026 Venezuela 					                     Date: 14 July 2026 
Eighth UA: 72/24 Index: AMR 53/1291/2026 Venezuela 					                     Date: 14 July 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
Larry Devoe 
Attorney General 
Edificio Ministerio Público, PB 
Av. Urdaneta, esquinas de Ánimas a Platanal 
Caracas, Venezuela 
 
Send a copy of your letter to the address below

CC: Permanent Mission of Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations
His Excellency Mr. Samuel R. Moncada Acosta
335 East 46th Street,
New York, NY 10017


Mr. Attorney General, 
In the midst of the terrible impact caused by the earthquakes that hit Venezuela on June 24, the Venezuelan authorities must fully comply with their human rights obligations by releasing of all those arbitrarily detained in Venezuela.  
I condemn the use of force against detainees held in the ‘Rodeo I’ prison in the aftermath of the earthquakes. I specifically condemn the reports that claim officers shot pellets and tear gas against detainees. These acts could constitute torture and ill treatment. Other reports of individuals who might have been forcibly disappeared are also profoundly concerning. 
In recent years, Amnesty International has denounced the conditions in ‘Rodeo I’ and acts committed against individuals held there as potential acts of torture and other cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment. In addition to torture and ill treatment, it is hugely concerning that arbitrary detention in Venezuela is all too often also connected to other grave human rights violations, including enforced disappearance, like the case of Jorgen Guanares, whose fate and whereabouts have been unknown since August 2024, and of Emirlendris Benítez and Juan Carlos Marrufo, who are currently being denied adequate medical care despite suffering an urgent need for it. 
I call on you to ensure the immediate release of all those arbitrarily detained in Venezuela. While in custody of the state, and particularly amidst the humanitarian crisis deepened by the recent earthquakes, every detainee must see their life protected, their fate and whereabouts known, and be granted adequate medical care and family visits. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
In the afternoon of June 24, 2026, two earthquakes hit Venezuela, each 7.2 and 7.5 in magnitude. The earthquakes mainly affected densely populated areas in La Guaira, Caracas, Carabobo, Falcón, Aragua, Miranda, and Yaracuy. As of July 12, official figures stated that at least 4,561 people had been killed, 16,740 were injured, and 17,907 had lost their homes. Hundreds of apartment blocks and other buildings collapsed or have suffered structural damage. These figures are widely considered to not fully convey the total extent of the human and material damage caused by the earthquakes, with thousands reportedly still missing and with access to information still restricted after years of state-sponsored censorship and a state policy of repression.  

Amnesty International has received information from relatives of arbitrary detainees, specifically from an individual in the ‘Rodeo I’ prison, reporting that authorities in the prison fired pellets and tear gas inside the prison. This is consistent with complaints raised by the NGO CLIPPVE, which has warned that these appear to be reprisals against detainees for requesting measures to address damage caused by the earthquakes and alerted that there are detainees severely injured and according to the families, at least seven detainees’ whereabouts would have been unknown, which could constitute enforced disappearances. 

On June 25, Amnesty International issued a press release raising the alarm over the devastating impact these earthquakes would likely have on people in Venezuela, coming off a decade-long complex humanitarian emergency and systematic policy of repression, and, critically, a collapsed health system. Within this policy of repression, the government has continually harassed, prosecuted, and censored activists and civil society organizations working to protect the rights of Venezuelans amidst a complex humanitarian emergency and a deep human rights crisis that is making Venezuelans flee in unprecedented numbers in search of safety and protection. By May 2025, 7.9 million had fled Venezuela. 

Since 2020, reports from the UN independent international fact-finding mission on Venezuela (FFM) have thoroughly documented hundreds of extrajudicial executions; enforced disappearances; arbitrary detentions; and torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment committed in the country since 2014. As of July 6, at least 372 people remained arbitrarily detained for political reasons, according to Venezuelan NGO Foro Penal, with other local NGOs -like Justicia, Encuentro y Perdón- raising that figure to over 518 as of July 13, 2026.

Since November 2021, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court is conducting a criminal investigation into the situation in Venezuela. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: September 14, 2026 

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: Persons detained for political reasons (they, them, their) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/venezuela-few-releases-hundreds-of-political-prisoners-remain-detained-in-venezuela/ 
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