URGENT ACTION 
IMMEDIATELY RELEASE JAILED YOUTH ACTIVIST 
On April 21, activist Rakotoarijaona Vonimahery (known as ‘Mahery’) was arbitrarily arrested without a warrant in the capital city Antananarivo at his place of work by gendarmes. He was taken into custody at the Criminal Brigade, where he was held for approximately one week without access to legal counsel and charged with “criminal conspiracy”. If convicted, he faces up to five years imprisonment solely for peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association by engaging in conversations with a former political figure via WhatsApp regarding the status of the current political transition in Madagascar and the broken promises of reform. Amnesty International calls on the Malagasy authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Mahery and all other activists detained solely for exercising their human rights.  

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on Second UA 33.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Second UA: 33/26 Index: AFR 35/1078/2026 Madagascar 					         Date: 1 June 2026 
Second UA: 33/26 Index: AFR 35/1078/2026 Madagascar 					         Date: 1 June 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
President of the Refoundation of the Republic 
Michael Randrianirina 
Palais d'État d'Iavoloha Antananarivo 101, Madagascar 
Email: spprm@presidence.gov.mg 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC:  Embassy of Madagascar in the United States
Ambassador Solo Andry Lantosoa Rakotomalala 2445 Wyoming Avenue, NW,
Washington DC 20008
Email: madagascar.embassy.dc@gmail.com


Dear President Randrianirina, 
I am concerned about the continued arbitrary detention of activist Rakotoarijaona Vonimahery (known as “Mahery”) and the broader pattern of intimidation, harassment, arbitrary arrest, and detention faced by young activists in Madagascar solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. 
On April 21, Mahery was arbitrarily arrested without a warrant in Madagascar’s capital city of Antananarivo at his place of work by gendarmes who initially concealed their identity and were in civilian clothes. He was then taken into custody at the Criminal Brigade, where he was held for approximately one week without access to legal counsel and charged with “criminal conspiracy”. If convicted, he faces up to five years imprisonment solely for engaging in conversations with a former political figure via WhatsApp regarding the status of the current political transition in Madagascar and the broken promises of reform. His lawyer has been unable to continue representing him because he was operating under constant surveillance. 
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Rakotoarijaona Vonimahery (Mahery), as well as all other activists arbitrarily detained or placed under judicial supervision solely for the peaceful exercise of their human rights. I further urge you to end politically motivated charges aimed at sidelining political opposition in the country’s elections next year. 
Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Madagascar’s military authorities seized power in October 2025 following youth-led protests in 2025 demanding improved service delivery, particularly access to water and electricity, as well as more effective and inclusive governance. 

The new authorities promised reforms but instead, they have deepened repression, under the pretext of a zero tolerance anti-corruption campaign and used unfair prosecutions and broadly framed charges of criminal conspiracy, threats to national security and destabilization to target and silence young activists, civil society members, and those linked to the previous regime. The targeting of young activists became clear in April 2026 with the arbitrary arrests and detentions of Herizo Andriamanantena, Carine Rakotomanantoanina, Rija Andriamalala, and Nomena Elia Ratsihorimanana on vague charges, while Harnelle Rakotobe and Arimamy Todisoa were risking the same fate after having been subject to baseless accusations. All four detained activists were subsequently released, however Herizo Andriamanantena, Rija Andriamalala, and Carine Rakotomanantoanina’s releases were not unconditional – all three were placed under judicial supervision (which remains to date in place) requiring them to report to the authorities every 15 days regarding their conduct. Meanwhile, Harnelle Rakotobe and Arimamy Todisoa did not face further threats. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French, Malagasy, or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: December 1, 2026

NAME AND PRONOUN: Rakotoarijaona Vonimahery “Mahery” (he/him), Rija Andriamalala (he/him), Herizo Andriamanantena (he/him), Nomena Elia Ratsihorimanana (he/him), Carine Rakotomanantoanina (she/her), Harnelle Rakotobe (she/her), Arimamy Todisoa (he/him) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnestyusa.org/urgent-actions/madagascar-end-crackdown-against-youth-activists/ 
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