URGENT ACTION 
FREE ARBITRARILY DETAINED MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION 
On 13 July 2024, Tunisian police arrested Ennahdha party members Ajmi Ourimi, Mohamed Ghannoudi, and Mosaab Gharbi in the Mannouba governorate during a routine identity check while travelling for personal reasons. Authorities later alleged that Ghannoudi was wanted by the police in connection with a terrorism investigation and opened proceedings against all three on suspicion of “participating in a terrorist group” and “providing support to a person suspected of involvement in terrorist acts.” They were referred to trial under Articles 13, 34 and 37 of the 2015 counterterrorism law and Article 32 of the Penal Code, provisions relating to participation in terrorist activities, providing assistance or shelter, failure to report alleged terrorism-related conduct and complicity. The three men have been in pretrial detention for 14 months, exceeding the legal limit. Authorities must immediately drop all charges against them and release them as their arrest stems solely from their political affiliation. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words. 
· Click here to report your action(s) on UA 42.26. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

First UA: 42/26 Index: MDE 30/0942/2026 Tunisia 						        Date: 30 April 2026 
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
President of the Republic Kais Saied 
Route de la Goulette 
Site archéologique de Carthage, Tunisie 
Email : contact@carthage.tn 
Twitter: @TnPresidency 

Send a copy of your letter to the address below 

CC: Tunisian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Hanene Al-Tajouri Bessassi
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 
Washington DC 20005
Email: AT.Washington@Tunisianembassy.org

Your Excellency, 
I write to express my concern about the arbitrary pretrial detention of Ennahdha Secretary-General Ajmi Ourimi and party members Mohamed Ghannoudi and Mosaab Gharbi, held since July 2024 on terrorism-related charges reportedly unsupported by credible evidence and apparently linked to their political affiliation. Their detention appears to stem from the exercise of their rights. It also exceeds Tunisia’s 14-month legal limit for pretrial detention.
Following months of investigation, a judge reportedly dismissed the charge of forming a terrorist group for lack of evidence. Nevertheless, Ourimi and Gharbi remain detained on allegations related to intending to provide shelter and failing to report suspected “terrorism” activity, without evidence of any recognizable crime under international law.
This case fits a broader pattern of prosecutions of Ennahdha members since parliament’s dissolution in 2022, often under counterterrorism laws and with repeated fair-trial concerns. After more than 14 months in pretrial detention without trial, continued detention contravenes both Tunisian law and the international principle that pretrial detention should be exceptional.
I urge you to immediately release Ajmi Ourimi, Mohamed Ghannoudi, and Mosaab Gharbi and to drop all charges against them, as their detention appears based solely on their rights and political affiliation.

Yours sincerely, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
On 13 July 2024, police arrested Ajmi Ourimi, Mohamed Ghannoudi and Mosaab Gharbi during an identity check at a National Guard Road checkpoint in Mannouba governorate.

They have been held in pretrial detention since July 2024—beyond Tunisia’s 14-month limit—under counterterrorism-law provisions concerning participation in a terrorist group, providing assistance (including shelter), and failure to report alleged terrorist activity, as well as Penal Code complicity.

Authorities reportedly claimed Ghannoudi was subject to an arrest warrant in a separate “terrorism”-related investigation and arrested all three on suspicion of terrorist-group involvement and providing support to persons suspected of “terrorist acts.”

Ghannoudi said he had never been notified of any warrant. Ourimi and Gharbi denied knowing he was wanted or intending to shelter him, and the prosecution reportedly presented no evidence to substantiate the allegations.

After several months, the judge reportedly dismissed the terrorist-group charge for lack of evidence. Ourimi and Gharbi nonetheless remain under investigation for alleged intent to provide shelter and for failure to report suspected “terrorism” activity; Ghannoudi is reportedly investigated in a separate proceeding. Tunisian authorities have increasingly used counterterrorism and state-security charges against opposition figures, including Ennahdha members, raising serious fair-trial concerns.

Since 2023, authorities have repeatedly targeted Ennahdha’s leadership and offices, reinforcing concerns that these proceedings are used to silence political opposition and restrict pluralism.
In a recent opinion, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention emphasized that judicial independence is essential to the right to a fair trial and raised concern about reported erosion of judicial independence in Tunisia since 2021.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French, Arabic, or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: October 28, 2026

NAME AND PRONOUN: Ajmi Ourimi, Mohamed Ghannoudi, Mosaab Gharbi (all He/Him) 
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