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URGENT ACTION

RELEASE AHMADI MINORITY MEMBERS

Between March 8 and 14, 2025, the Egyptian authorities arbitrarily arrested at least four members of
the Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light, solely for peacefully exercising their right to freedom of
religion or belief. Following periods of enforced disappearance, authorities brought three members of
the religious minority, Hussein Mohammed AlTenawi, Omar Mahmoud Abdel Maguid, and Hazem Saied
Abdel Moatamed, before the Supreme State Security Prosecution (SSSP). Prosecutors ordered their
detention pending investigations on charges of “joining a group established in violation of law and
constitution” and denied them access to a lawyer of their choice. The Egyptian authorities must
immediately and unconditionally release all arbitrarily detained Ahmadis and halt the targeting of
religious minorities that are not espousing state-sanctioned religious beliefs.

TAKE ACTION:
o Write a letter to the government official(s) listed. Use the sample letter below as a guide or use your own words.
e Click here to report your action(s) on UA 43.25. We share this number with the officials we are trying to persuade.

Public Prosecutor Mohamed Shawky Ayyad Send a copy of your letter to the address below
Office of the Public Prosecutor, Madinat al-Rehab
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt

Fax: +202 2577 4716

Twitter/X: @EgyptianPPO

CC: Egyptian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Motaz Zahran

3521 International Court, NW,

Washington DC 20008

Phone: (202) 895-5400

Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net

Dear Counsellor,

| am concerned over the ongoing arbitrary detention of members of the Ahmadi Religion of Peace
and Light who have been detained solely for exercising their right to freedom of religion or belief.

On March 11, 2025, police officers in plain clothes arrested Ahmed Mohammed Al-Tenawi and his
brother, Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi, two registered Syrian asylum seekers, at their house
without presenting an arrest warrant, according to a family member. Ahmed Mohammed Al-Tenawi
was held incommunicado for 28 days before being unlawfully deported to Syria on April 9. On March
10, security forces arrested Omar Mahmoud Abdel Maguid, another member of the Ahmadi
community. His brother-in-law, Hazem Saied Abdel Moatamed, also a member of the religious
minority, was arrested three days later, on March 13. Security forces forcibly disappeared Hussein
Mohammed Al-Tenawi, Omar Mahmoud Abdel Maguid, and Hazem Saied Abdel Moatamed for
periods ranging between 29 to 34 days before bringing them before a prosecutor. Prosecutors
investigated them and ten others on charges of “joining a group established in violation of law and
constitution”.

| urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi, Omar
Mahmoud Abdel Maguid, Hazem Saied Abdel Moatamed, and all other members of the Ahmadi
religious minority who have been arbitrarily detained solely for exercising their right to freedom of
religion or belief, to open an investigation into the three men’s enforced disappearance, and to stop
prosecuting Ahmadi believers solely for peacefully exercising their faith.

Yours sincerely,

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL


https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:embassy@egyptembassy.net
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Religious minorities, including Coptic Christians, Shi’a Muslims and Bah&’is, consistently face
discrimination in law and/or practice in Egypt. Members of religious minorities, atheists, and others
not espousing state-sanctioned religious beliefs are frequently summoned and questioned by the
National Security Agency or otherwise threatened or harassed, including by their educational
institutions and online.

The Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light was established in 1993. It follows the teachings of Imam
Mahdi and believes in Imam Ahmed al-Hassan as its divine guide. The latest crackdown on Ahmadis
was triggered when a member of the religious minority hung a banner advertising an Ahmadi TV
channel on a pedestrian bridge in Giza in early March. Amnesty International reviewed a photograph
of the banner hanging on the bridge, which showed the frequency of “Mahdi Has Appeared” (Zahra
al-Mahdi), a TV channel affiliated with the Ahmadi religion and featured a photo of its leader.

On March 8, 2025, security forces arrested the individual who hung the banner. He was released later
that day without charge, according to Imran Ali, the United Kingdom-based bishop of the Ahmadi
religion in Egypt and another Ahmadi man who was in touch with the individual after his release. It
appears that the security forces identified Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi, Omar Mahmoud Abdel
Maguid, and Hazem Saied Abdel Moatamed after searching the arrested man’s phone and finding a
Telegram group for members of the religious group in Egypt, of which the three were members,
according to Imran Ali and the men’s relatives.

Ahmed Al-Tenawi, one of the two Syrian asylum seekers, was unlawfully deported to Syria on April 9,
2025. Police officers arrested him on March 11 with his brother, Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi. On
April 22, Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi informed his lawyers that National Security Agency officers
subjected him to torture while he was held in the agency’s headquarters. He also said that conditions
in the 10th of Ramadan Prison were poor and that he was not receiving sufficient quantities of food
and was being denied access to medical care. Omar Mahmoud Abdel Maguid and Hazem Saied
Abdel Moatamed were also subjected to torture, including the use of electric shocks, according to
their lawyer.

In separate incidents, at least four other members of the religious minority were arrested throughout
March, according to Imran Ali. The UK-based bishop said that three of them messaged him to say
they were about to be arrested. He has not heard back from them since.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic, English, or your own language.
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: August 20, 2025

NAME AND PRONOUN: Hussein Mohammed Al-Tenawi, Omar Mahmoud Abdel Maguid, and Hazem
Saied Abdel Moatamed (he/him).
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