URGENT ACTION 
SUDANESE IN EGYPT RISK DETENTION AND DEPORTATION  
Since September 2023, the Egyptian authorities have carried out mass arrests of Sudanese refugees for entering or remaining in the country irregularly. Those arrested were held for periods ranging from a few days up to six weeks in cruel and inhuman conditions of detention, before being forcibly deported to Sudan without individualized assessment of risk upon their return, or the opportunity to claim asylum or challenge deportation decisions. Tens of thousands of other undocumented Sudanese nationals remain at risk of arbitrary detention and forced return solely for their migration status. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.
· Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 56.24. It’s important to report because we share the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.
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Minister of Interior  
Ministry of Interior; 25, El Sheikh Rihan Street; Bab al-Louk, Cairo, Egypt 
Fax: +202 2794 5529 ; 
Email: center@iscmi.gov.eg 
or 
center@moi.gov.eg  
Twitter/X: @moiegy 

Egyptian Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Motaz Mounir Zahran
3521 International Court, NW, 
Washington DC 20008
Phone: (202) 895-5400
Email:  Embassy@egyptembassy.net
Salutation: Dear Ambassador Motaz Mounir Zahran
Dear Minister, 
I am gravely concerned about the arbitrary arrests and detention of Sudanese nationals in Egypt solely for their migration status, and their forced returns to Sudan, where an internal armed conflict has raged since April 2023. These unlawful deportations are taking place without individualized risk assessments or the possibility to claim asylum. Tens of thousands of undocumented Sudanese refugees, including those awaiting appointments with UNCHR, are also at risk of arbitrary detention, and forced return to Sudan.  
Since September 2023, Egyptian police and Border Guard Forces have been carrying out mass arrests of Sudanese refugees based on their migration status, with UNHCR reporting the deportation of at least 3,000 people that month alone. 
I urge you to immediately halt all collective expulsions to Sudan and respect the principle of non-refoulement. I also urge you to end the arbitrary arrest and detention of Sudanese nationals solely based on their migration status; and immediately release all those arbitrarily detained. Pending their release, ensure that they are held in conditions in line with the international standards on the treatment of prisoners, and have access to their families, lawyers, and any required medical care. 
Yours sincerely, 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
As of March 14, 2024, per data obtained by UNHCR from the Egyptian government, approximately 500,000 Sudanese nationals had crossed into Egypt since the conflict’s onset in April 2023, about half of them remain undocumented. In May 2023, UNHCR called on states to suspend the forcible return of nationals and stateless persons who were habitual residents of Sudan and allow civilians fleeing Sudan access to their territories, including those without passports or other forms of identity documents. However, in the same month, the Egyptian authorities started imposing additional restrictions on the entry of Sudanese nationals fleeing conflict including requiring all Sudanese nationals to obtain an entry visa. These measures left people seeking to flee the ongoing conflict with no options other than crossing the Egyptian Sudanese borders irregularly.  

Between April and September 2023, UNHCR recorded over 5,000 deportations from Egypt to Sudan due to expired legal documentation and/or lack of residency status. In November 2023, roughly 1,600 Sudanese people were reportedly deported from Egypt, including registered refugees. 

Amnesty International’s Evidence Lab reviewed photos and videos of makeshift detention facilities of the Border Guard Forces taken by former detainees and used satellite imagery to verify the details of two sites used. Former detainees described to Amnesty International cruel and inhuman conditions in these makeshift detention facilities. Alarmingly, some of those receiving treatment at public hospitals were arrested and transferred to detention facilities before their treatment was complete. Children were detained with their mothers at these military sites. Under international law, everybody, regardless of their immigration status, has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or detained solely on migration-related grounds without the opportunity to challenge the lawfulness of their detention; while children should never be detained on the basis of their migration status. 

In March 2024, the European Union and Egypt agreed to elevate their relationship to a strategic and comprehensive partnership, with the EU committing to provide Egypt with a financial and investment support package totaling 7.4 billion Euros for the period of 2024-2027. This included €5 billion in loans as macro-financial assistance, €1.8 billion to support private investments, and €600 million in grants, including €200 million for migration management. According to the joint declaration, the EU will provide financial support for “migration related programs” including "combating smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons, strengthening border management, and ensuring dignified and sustainable return and reintegration” as well as continuing to support Egypt’s efforts in hosting refugees. The declaration also emphasized that “both sides are committed to the protection of migrants and refugees’ rights” without providing further details on any human rights safeguards or concrete benchmarks. 

Egypt has signed the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees, the 1969 OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa and is bound by the non-refoulement principle. This principle prohibits states to transfer anyone, in any manner whatsoever, to a place where they would be at risk of persecution or other serious human rights violations. Forced returns without due process breach the principle of non-refoulement. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic, English, French, or your own language. 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: August 14, 2024
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