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URGENT ACTION 
WOMAN DISAPPEARED AMID POSSIBLE FEMICIDE 
Cecilia Strzyzowski (28 years old) has been missing since June 1. She was last seen with her husband, César 
Sena, in Resistencia, Province of Chaco, Argentina. Her disappearance is being investigated as a femicide after 
possible human bones, blood traces and pieces of clothing were found at two properties belonging to Sena’s 
family who are powerful local leaders and were pre- candidates for the recent provincial elections. As a part of 
the investigation, César Sena and his parents have been detained. We demand an effective, impartial, 
independent, timely and gender-sensitive investigation to establish the truth about the disappearance and 
possible femicide of Cecilia Strzyzowksi. 
 
TAKE ACTION:  
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You 

can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.  
Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 67.23. It’s important to report because we share the 
total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help. 

 
 

Jorge Cáceres Olivera  
Investigating Prosecutor 
Chaco Province Public Prosecutor Office 
Email: equipofiscal4.rcia@justiciachaco.gov.ar 
 

Jorge Martín Arturo Argüello 
The Embassy of Argentina 
1600 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington, DC 20009 
Main Number: (202) 238-6400 

  
 

Dear Jorge Cáceres Olivera, 
 
I am writing to express my deep concern about Cecilia Strzyzowksi who has disappeared since June 1, from the 
Province of Chaco and whose case has so far led to the arrest of her husband César Sena and his parents, members 
of a powerful local political family. 
 
Cecilia’s disappearance is being investigated as a femicide after possible human bones, blood traces and pieces of 
clothing were found at two properties belonging to the family of César Sena and the crime is allegedly set to have 
occurred as a part of an episode involving gender-based violence. 
 
After a month of not knowing Cecilia’s whereabouts, it is of the utmost importance that the prosecution team ensures 
all available legal actions are taken to establish what happened to Cecilia, in an effective and timely manner. 
 
In Argentina, as in the rest of the Americas, there is a pattern of systematic impunity in judicial prosecution and 
proceedings in cases of violence against women since most of these cases lack effective investigation, punishment 
and reparation. Given this reality, it is essential that the judiciary adopt all the resources at its disposal to advance the 
investigation as a matter of urgency, break the cycle of impunity, ensure that the lives of women and girls are 
protected and ensure that cases of gender- based violence are addressed in line with national, regional and 
international human rights standards. On the same line, there must be appropriate accessible protective mechanisms 
to prevent further and potential gender-based violence, and effective reparation must be available to victims. 
 
I urge you that the investigation for Cecilia’s disappearance and possible femicide is carried out in accordance with 
legal standards that seek to address all forms of violence against women; due diligence is ensured throughout the 
investigation; urgent, thorough, effective, truly independent and impartial, timely and gender-sensitive investigation is 
conducted to shed light on the facts and convicts those responsible; and the victim’s family members are meaningfully 
involved in the search and all phases of the criminal process. We urge you to send an unequivocal message that 
gender- based violence will not be tolerated and will not go unpunished. 
 
Best regards,

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:equipofiscal4.rcia@justiciachaco.gov.ar
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwbsNgCAQANDYMoIVjbWHCniM4BbHNxZIAmgY3_cYW_MKqQ_8JExmgXGi1VY7pXaxRYnewBB0aKAQEIOQEd01U03h6fdDnLKl1siXynvhb_sBkt4YnQ&q=argentina+ambassador+to+us&rlz=1C1OPNX_enUS1026US1026&oq=argentina+ambass&aqs=chrome.1.0i512j46i175i199i512j69i57j0i512l6j46i175i199i512.42118j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


First UA: 067/23 Index: AMR 13/6965/2023 Argentina 

 

Date: July 3, 2023 

 

 

AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 1150 18th St NW Suite 550 Washington, DC 20036  
T (212) 807- 8400 | uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION                                                          
 

Cecilia Strzyzowksi’s disappearance is being investigated as a femicide after possible human bones, blood 
traces and pieces of clothing were found at two properties belonging to the family of César Sena, Cecilia’s 
husband. On June 27th, 2023, after a search in the Tragadero River, next to the farm of the couple 
Emerenciano Sena and Marcela Acuña, César’s parents, human skeletal remains were found, according to 
the report of the experts at the Forensic Medical Institute of the Judiciary of Chaco. In addition to this, tactical 
divers found a pendant inside of a bag that could be Cecilia's. 
 
César Sena and his parents, who are powerful local leaders and were pre-candidates for the recent provincial 
elections, have been detained and are being charged for the murder of Cecilia. César Sena has been 
charged with aggravated murder for his close relationship with Cecilia and for the crime being allegedly 
committed during a gender-based violence episode, which would make it a femicide. Meanwhile, his parents 
are facing accusations of aggravated murder for premeditation as co- conspirators. Four other people have 
been indicted under suspicion of being involved in the alleged murder or in hiding the body. 
 
In Argentina one case of femicide was registered every 35 hours in 2022. 167 out of the 252 deaths occurred 
in contexts of violence in the domestic sphere. The province of Chaco is the province with the second highest 
femicide rate, according to information from the National Registry of Femicides of the Argentinean Justice. 
 
Recognizing this as a concerning human rights situation, several States have made recommendations to 
Argentina to strengthen the fight against gender-based violence and allocate the necessary resources to 
bring perpetrators of femicide to justice in its latest United Nation’s Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review. 
 
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: August 28th, 2023 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Cecilia Strzyzowksi (She, her) 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: n/a 
 

http://www.amnestyusa.org/uan

