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URGENT ACTION 
 

DISCRIMINATORY LAW PUTS LIVES AND RIGHTS AT RISK 
On March 8, 2022, the Guatemalan Congress approved Decree 18-2022, which toughens the 
criminalization of abortion, including for miscarriages, prohibits inclusive sex education and 
discriminates against LGBTIQ+ people. This law puts at risk the rights and lives of thousands of girls, 
women and LGBTIQ+ people in the country. We demand that Congress shelves Decree 18-2022 and 
refrains from pursuing the approval of any other decree that violates the rights of women, girls and 
LGBTIQ+ people.  
 

TAKE ACTION: 
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You 

can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.  

2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 23.22. It’s important to report because we share the 

total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  
 
President of the Guatemalan Congress  
Shirley Joanna Rivera Zaldaña, 
Guatemala 
Email: sjrivera@congreso.gob.gt   
Twitter: @sjriveraz 

 
 
 

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez Lemus 
Embassy of Guatemala 
2220 R St. NW, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 745 4953 I Fax: 202 745 1908 
Email: infoembaguateeuu@minex.gob.gt 
Twitter: @EmbaGuateUSA 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador  

Dear President of Congress, 
 
I am writing to express my concern regarding Bill 5272, passed on March 8, 2022, by the Guatemalan Congress (Decree 
18-2022). 
 
Contrary to international human rights standards that oblige Guatemala not to discriminate against any person, Decree 
18-2022 discriminates against LGBTIQ people by expressly prohibiting same-sex marriage, as well as teaching about 
sexual diversity in public schools. In a pre-existing context of persistent violence against LGBTIQ people, this law 
reinforces stigmatization and discrimination against them and normalizes it, putting the lives of thousands of people at 
risk. In addition, it would violate the right of children and adolescents to comprehensive sexuality education. 
 
Furthermore, by modifying the penal code to criminalize miscarriages and increase penalties and sanctions for women 
and medical personnel with respect to abortions, the law would put the lives of women and girls at risk; and would have 
serious implications for public health in the country, already so affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
                                         
The Guatemalan Congress must refrain from promoting laws that foment hate speech, prejudice, discrimination, and 
violence. It must embrace its obligation to guarantee the right of all people not to be discriminated against, including on 
the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and it must guarantee the right of all people to sexual and 
reproductive health, as well as autonomy in their decisions about their own bodies. 
 
Therefore, I urge you to shelve Decree 18-2022 and refrain from pursuing the approval of any other decree that violates 
the rights of women, girls or LGBTIQ+ persons. 
 
Sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
In 2017, the Guatemalan Congress received Bill 5272. After several rounds of review, Congress passed the law (now Decree 18-2022) 
on March 8, 2022, International Women's Day, by a majority of 101 votes in favor, with 8 against. 
 
By extending the criminalization of abortion to spontaneous abortion, as well as increasing sanctions and penalties against women and 
medical personnel, Decree 18-2022 violates the rights of women, girls and others who can become pregnant. Decree 18-2022 also 
directly discriminates against LGBTIQ+ persons by expressly prohibiting marriages and the recognition of unions between people of the 
same sex. While same-sex marriage is not recognized in Guatemalan law, Amnesty International considers it dangerous to enshrine such 
a ban because it foments discrimination and stigmatization. The decree also proposes an exclusionary and discriminatory definition of 
the family. Furthermore, it dangerously formulates a supposed "right" to "not accept sexual diversity or gender ideology as normal," de 
facto legalizing discriminatory behaviors, which would foster violence against LGBTIQ+ people. Additionally, the bill violates the rights of 
boys and girls to access to comprehensive sexuality education, as it prohibits "teaching sexual behaviors other than heterosexuality as 
normal." 
 
Moreover, in 2021, congressional commissions issued a favorable opinion for Bill 5940 to be discussed in the plenary, despite the fact 
that said document considers trans children as a "threat," institutionalizes stigma and social hatred against the trans population, and also 
prohibits materials on trans identities and abortion within public education. This means that this initiative is getting closer to being 
approved, which would contribute to perpetuating prejudices and hate speech, increasing the risk of violence. 
 
On March 10, 2022, Guatemala's president, Alejandro Giammattei, denounced that the Decree 18-2022 would violate the Constitution 
and Guatemala's international human rights obligations. He therefore announced that he would exercise his presidential veto power over 
the Decree, requesting that Congress shelve the bill. However, Congress could still attempt to get the bill passed, as well as Bill 5940. 
 
According to international treaties that Guatemala has signed, the Guatemalan government is obligated to guarantee people’s rights 
without discrimination, including discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. In its recent observations about the 
Guatemalan government, the UN Human Rights Committee highlighted its concern about discrimination and violence motivated by 
victims’ sexual orientation or gender identity, the criminalization of abortion and miscarriage and a lack of adequate reproductive health 
services. It demands that the Guatemalan government “ensure unimpeded access to sexual and reproductive health services, emergency 
contraceptives and comprehensive sexuality education.” 
 
For its part, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child expressly recommended that the Guatemalan government “ensure that sexual 
and reproductive health education is part of the mandatory school curriculum, and that it is developed with the involvement of adolescent 
girls and boys, with special attention paid to preventing early pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.” 
 
At least 32 LGBTIQ+ people were murdered in Guatemala last year as a result of their sexual orientation or gender identity, according to 
the National Observatory of LGBTIQ+ Rights, with another nine killings reported so far in 2022. The country has also suffered from 
alarming levels of pregnancies amongst girls and adolescents: according to the National Observatory on Sexual and Reproductive Health, 
only last year 2,041 girls aged 14 and under gave birth, and the country registered over 65,000 pregnancies in girls and adolescents aged 
between 10 and 19. 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: SPANISH  
You can also write in your own language.  
  
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: May 6, 2022.  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  
  
NAME AND PRONOUN: Girls, women, and LGTBIQ+ people (them, theirs) 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: n/a  
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