URGENT ACTION

ACTIVIST CONVICTED OF TERRORISM GLORIFICATION
On October 17, 2021, the First-Instance Tribunal of Adrar, a city 1400 km south west of Algiers, the Algerian capital, convicted environmental activist Mohad Gasmi to five years in prison for "glorification of terrorism" for a Facebook publication in which he blamed the Algerian authorities for the radicalization of a well-known militant. Mohad Gasmi has been detained since June 8, 2020, in a detention facility in Adrar. The authorities must quash his conviction and grant his immediate release.

TAKE ACTION:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk77689456]Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 
2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 110.21. It’s important to report because we share the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help. 
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President of the Republic of Algeria 
Abdelmajid Tebboune
Présidence de la République
Place Mohammed Seddik Benyahia, El Mouradia, Alger
16000 Algèrie
Fax: +213 02169 15 95
Email: President@el-mouradia.dz 

Ambassador Madjid Bouguerra
Embassy of the People's
Democratic Republic of Algeria
2118 Kalorama Rd. NW, Washington DC 20008
Phone: 202 265 2800 I Fax: 202 986 5906
Twitter: @Ambalgindc
Email: mail@algerianembassy.org
Salutation: Dear Ambassador


Your Excellency,

I am writing to raise concern about activist Mohad Gasmi, who has been detained in Adrar. a city 1400 km south west of Algiers, the Algerian capital, since June 8, 2020, and on October 17, 2021, was unfairly sentenced to five years in prison. 

Police in Adrar arrested Mohad Gasmi on June 14, 2020. His house was searched and police seized his phone, computer and USB flash drive. He was charged with "glorification of terrorism" for a Facebook post where he attributes the radicalization of a prominent Algerian militant, considered a "terrorist" by the Algerian authorities, to their failure to deliver justice and dignity to their population.

Mohad Gasmi is a civil society and environmental activist who was among the leaders of the protest movement against the exploitation of the shale gas in the south of Algeria between 2012 and 2015. He also took part in the Hirak protests which erupted in February 2019 and called for political change in Algeria.

The Algerian authorities are increasingly resorting to trumped up terrorism-related charges to prosecute journalists, human rights defenders and political activists in the country. Journalists Hassan Bouras and Mohamed Mouloudj are currently held in pre-trial detention on terrorism-related charges for their online publications criticizing the authorities. Three members of the Algerian League for the Defense of Human Rights in Oran are also being prosecuted for "terrorism" to punish them for their participation in the Hirak movement.

In light of the above, I ask you to immediately release Mohad Gasmi and quash his conviction, as he is detained solely for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression. I also call on you to stop using bogus charges of terrorism to crackdown on peaceful activism in Algeria.

Sincerely,


Additional information

The prosecutor of the Adrar First Instance Tribunal brought charges against Mohad Gasmi of "glorification of terrorism’’ and he was held in provisional detention for the maximum time allowed by the law which is 16 months. On October 17, 2021, a court in Adrar convicted the activist to five years in prison based on article 87bis 4 of the penal code. He was also banned from voting or participating in an election for five years.

According to Mohad Gasmi's lawyer, the Court used as evidence a Facebook post he published on January 18, 2018,  where he points to the responsibility of Algerian authorities in the radicalization of Abdesslem Termoune, head of the armed group "the South's Sons Movement for Justice", who was killed in Libya in January 2018. In his publication, which Amnesty International reviewed, he pays tribute to Termoune, and says that there is no wonder some took up arms in the Algerian Sahara to protest marginalization and express social demands. He concludes by considering that "the authorities are responsible for extremism within society through their disdain."
The Algerian penal code punishes with up to five years "anyone who glorifies, encourages or finances, with any means" the acts of terrorism. The Algerian code definition of terrorism and glorification of it contains broadly worded offences that criminalise legitimate expression. The right to freedom of expression includes speech that offends, shocks, and disturbs. Mohad Gasmi’s sentencing for a Facebook post that does not appear to incite a criminal act is contrary to international law and Conventions to which Algeria is a state party.
In another case against him, the Court of Adrar prosecuted Mohad Gasmi on penal code charges related to "having access to secret information", "offending" the President of the Republic and "offending" public institutions for online posts such as one where he wrote that the police who helped distribute Covid-19 aid was the same that repressed activists during Hirak. A tribunal in Adrar held its first hearing in this case on October 13, 2021, and the judge ordered further investigation.
Since 2019, the Algerian authorities have been prosecuting, arresting, and detaining hundreds of activists for the exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Since April 2021, Algeria’s authorities have increasingly resorted to the use of “terrorism” or “conspiracy against the state” charges to prosecute human rights defenders and Hirak activists. They have arrested and prosecuted activists for their alleged ties with unregistered political organizations from Algeria, such as Rachad and the Movement for the Self Determination of Kabylie (MAK), designated as terrorists' organizations in May 2021 by the authorities.
There are currently 222 people in Algeria detained on the basis of the peaceful exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, according to the National Committee for the Liberation of detainees in Algeria, a national watch dog group.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Arabic and French
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: December 29, 2021
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Mohad Gasmi (he/his)
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