
 

 

September 22, 2021 

As Congress advances the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), Amnesty International USA and 

our members across the country strongly urge the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate to prioritize 

human rights and include the following amendments in the final bill. 

Several proposed House amendments cover critical human rights priorities. These include accountability 

for rights abuses - such as those by authorities in Egypt and Saudi Arabia - by restricting arms sales and 

security aid; strengthened State Department human rights monitoring; addressing repressive use of 

surveillance tools; evacuating, resettling in the U.S., and supporting Afghans at greatest risk by Taliban 

rule, ending gender-based violence, reducing harmful U.S. police militarization, and other urgent issues.  

We urge members of Congress to pass and ensure inclusion of these pressing issues and amendments.  

Prioritizing human rights in arms sales, security assistance, and foreign policy  

Existing U.S. laws bar the U.S. government from providing security assistance to any governments  

systemically violating human rights. Yet every year, the U.S. provides billions in arms and security 

assistance to governments thoroughly documented by Amnesty and others - and even the State 

Department - as flagrant abusers of human rights, in some cases enabled by or directly using U.S. 

assistance. And when the U.S. government has continued to fail in its obligations to uphold accountability. 

It is critical that Congress pass these amendments to begin to remedy these human rights failures.  

● Strengthened human rights monitoring, reporting, and accountability for abuses 

○ H.Amdt.123, introduced by Rep. Frank Pallone to require the administration to address 

abuses by recipients of U.S. security aid, and improve human rights training. 

○ H.Amdt.765 introduced by Rep. Jesús Garcia and H.Amdt.458 introduced by Rep. Joaquin 

Castro to require reporting on humanitarian impacts of U.S. sanctions; and inclusion of 

migrant rights in the State Department’s annual human rights reports. 

○ H.Amdt.294, introduced by Rep. Gerry Connolly to require a report on human rights abusers 

and military coup participants who received U.S. security training. 

○ H.Amdt.532 and H.Amdt.536, introduced by Rep. Tom Malinowski to direct the Secretary of 

State to report on abuses by Egypt’s government against Americans and their families; and 

on extrajudicial killings and torture by Egyptian authorities. 

○ H.Amdt.567, introduced by Rep. Tom Malinowski to require the administration to report and 

ensure accountability for torture or war crimes by U.S. citizens in Libya. 

○ H.Amdt.581, introduced by Rep. Ro Khanna to extend authorization for payments to civilians 

harmed or killed by the U.S. military or supported forces. 

○ H.Amdt.817, introduced by Rep. Ilhan Omar to require the State Department to report on 

human trafficking and slavery in Libya and to hold perpetrators accountable.  

● Stop the weapons giveaways to human rights abusers, in line with existing U.S. law 

○ H.Amdt.520, introduced by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to bar U.S. assistance to the 

Saudi Rapid Intervention Force, which killed U.S. journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

○ H.Amdt.573, introduced by Rep. Ro Khanna to end U.S. assistance for Saudi forces 

conducting strikes, as well as the broader Saudi and UAE-led coalition in Yemen. 

○ H.Amdt.19, introduced by Rep. Gerry Connolly to restrict arms sales to Saudi Arabia; and 

uphold accountability for Khashoggi’s death and abuses against Saudi nationals in the U.S. 

○ H.Amdt.553, introduced by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to direct annual review on if 

Colombian security forces committed gross violations, restricting security aid if so. 

○ H.Amdt.737, introduced by Rep. Jesús Garcia to prohibit U.S. security aid to Brazil used in 

the forced displacement of its Indigenous or Quilombola communities.  

https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/PALLON_023_xml%20(002)210916182156610.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GARCIL_041_xml210919175820102.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/2_Castro_NDAA22_MigrationHumanRights210914113713347.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/CONNOL_081_xml210914093923192.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/MALINJ_048%20-%20Egypt%20Harassment210914120200681.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/MALINJ_051%20Egy%20EJKs210914122358695.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/MALINJ_058%20Libya210917182753174.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/KHANNA_035_xml210914121755154.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OMARMN_068_xml210915145847351.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OCASNY_079_xml210920160653029.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/KHANNA_036_xml%20(00A)210921100311620.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/Protection%20of%20Saudi%20Dissidents%20Amendment%20HR%204350210909161902776.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OCASNY_077_xml210920160853355.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GARCIL_046_xml210919162448383.pdf


 

 

Addressing the abuse of digital security and surveillance technology as a tool of repression  

Surveillance and cybersecurity tools have been used globally with increasing frequency to silence dissent 

and target critics under the guise of “anti-terror” and “digital security”. The Amnesty-supported Pegasus 

Project revealed such NSO Group spyware was sold to repressive governments, who used it to commit 

violations globally. Congress must respond to these growing, easily-abused surveillance tools by passing: 

● H.Amdt.698, introduced by Rep. Tom Malinowski to require annual reports on groups proliferating 

cyber-weapons and hack-for-hire to rights abusers and repressive governments. 

● H.Amdt.468, introduced by Rep. John Curtis to require the State Department’s annual human 

rights reports to address use of advanced technology for abuses and unlawful surveillance.  

The crisis in Afghanistan and the evacuation, resettlement, and protection of at-risk Afghans   

For two decades, the U.S. government poured trillions of dollars into its war in Afghanistan with myriad 

human rights violations. Today, the U.S. has a responsibility to urgently and extensively act to evacuate 

and resettle to the U.S. the thousands of Afghans left behind after the August 31st withdrawal. Their lives 

are at risk - facing increasing abuses and retaliation by the Taliban for their associations, beliefs, identity, 

or human rights work. As such, Congress must pass these measures in support of Afghan refugees: 

● H.Amdt.63, introduced by Rep. Ilhan Omar to ensure the Commission on Afghanistan reports on 

civilian harm resulting from grave human rights violations, and the extent of that impact. 

● H.Amdt.671, introduced by Rep. Elissa Slotkin to require the administration to increase efforts to 

urgently evacuate at-risk Afghans and provide a strategy to safely process Afghans abroad with 

pending refugee referrals and special immigrant visa applications. 

● H.Amdt.769, introduced by Rep. Lou Correa to require the naming of an Afghan Refugee Special 

Envoy to coordinate evacuation and resettlement in the U.S. of at-risk Afghans. 

● H.Amdt.813, introduced by Rep. Jackie Speier to remove barriers and improve evacuation of 

Afghan refugees, especially prominent Afghan women and human rights defenders. 

Combating dangerous police militarization and curbing violence by law enforcement 

Research shows the Defense Department’s 1033 program to transfer surplus military equipment to U.S. 

law enforcement does not keep anyone safer, disproportionately targets and endangers people of color, 

and lacks sufficient oversight. Curtailing 1033 is a crucial step to reduce dangerous and violent policing. 

● [OPPOSE] H.Amdt.376 introduced by Rep. Josh Gottheimer to require the Defense Department 

identify ways to expand access to military surplus for police in smaller localities. 

Ending gender-based violence and discrimination 

● H.Amdt.652 introduced by Rep. Norma Torres to direct the administration to aid Central American 

officials in protecting vulnerable families and prevention of domestic and gender-based violence. 

● H.Amdt.149 introduced by Rep. Jackie Speier to direct the Defense Department to report 

progress in better integrating gender advisors and “Women, Peace, and Security” principles. 

Critical human rights issues absent from the legislation and proposed amendments 

Though missing from the House legislation and amendments, Amnesty calls on the Senate to address 

and ensure inclusion of the following important measures: 

● Facilitating the long-overdue closure of the Guantánamo Bay prison, an ongoing U.S. human 

rights atrocity which continues to illegally hold dozens of Muslim men without charge or fair trial 

and tortured by the U.S. government, with at least six already cleared for transfer. 

● Ending 1033 Program transfers of military surplus to police, as supported by over 150 groups. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/the-pegasus-project/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/the-pegasus-project/
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/MALINJ_047%20surv%20report210914125201074.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/CURTUT_057_xml210914114121437.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/leading-organizations-call-on-president-biden-to-evacuate-afghans/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/taliban-stamping-out-human-rights-in-afghanistan-says-new-briefing/
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OMARMN_064_xml%5B11%5D210917101642005.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/SLOTKI_074_xml210920115649062.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/CORREA_056_xml210916215547238.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/SPEIER_175_xml210915133708557.pdf
https://abcnews.go.com/US/providing-police-military-gear-reduce-crime-protect-officers/story?id=74518923
https://www.gao.gov/assets/690/685916.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/WorldisWatchingFullReport080220.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/GOTTHE_058_xml210914104038215.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/Central%20American%20Women%20and%20Children%20Protection%20Act%20TORRCA_165_xml210914124126305.pdf
https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/SPEIER_172_xml210916112858153.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/president-biden-must-close-guantanamo-bay-detention-center-end-twenty-years-of-human-rights-abuses/
https://drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/end-1033-sign-on-letter.pdf


 

 

● Stronger enforcement of the Leahy Laws and Foreign Assistance Act to prohibit arming and 

providing U.S. assistance to systemic human rights abusers, as proposed in H.Amdt.600. 

● Direct the administration to investigate and release findings around credible evidence of the 

use of U.S. arms such as in Egypt, Israel, Yemen via the Saudi-UAE-led coalition, and Colombia 

in grave rights violations and likely war crimes; and to implement preventative measures.   

Sincerely, 

Joanne Lin 

Director of Advocacy and Government Relations 

Amnesty International USA 

JLin@aiusa.org 

Philippe Nassif 

Advocacy Director, Middle East and North Africa 

Amnesty International USA 

PNassif@aiusa.org 

 

https://amendments-rules.house.gov/amendments/OCASNY_080_xml210914122608021.pdf
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/egypt-cluster-bomb-video-highlights-human-rights-concerns-in-north-sinai/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/egypt-investigate-evidence-of-extrajudicial-executions-by-egyptian-army-in-north-sinai/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/united-states-must-halt-arms-sale-to-israel-and-commit-to-ending-violations-in-gaza/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/press-releases/as-biden-ends-support-to-conflict-in-yemen-arms-flows-must-also-be-stopped/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/11/29/us-suspend-saudi-arms-sales
https://arms-uae.amnesty.org/en/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/01/united-states-embargo-arms-united-arab-emirates
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/05/estados-unidos-armas-usadas-para-reprimir-protestas-colombia/
mailto:JLin@aiusa.org
mailto:PNassif@aiusa.org

