2021 NATIONAL WEEK OF
STUDENT ACTION

Issue Briefing:
End Gun Violence
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THE PROBLEM
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The Problem




Gun violence in the U.S. is a human rights crisis

= 109 people a day killed, on average.

= |n 2019, ~40,000 people died as a result of gun violence.

= Over 400 mass shootings.

= The U.S. has both the highest absolute and highest per capita
rates of gun ownership in the world.



The U.S. is failing

= No working system of regulation.

= Not enough funding for communities.



A Complex Problem

= Disproportionate impact on communities of color.
= [eading cause of death for Black men and boys.

= Decreased access to basic services.



‘ ‘ We don’t have enough resources. When [ sit down
with these kids | notice- they just want stability. They
want a job. They say to me: “l just want a place to lay
my head every day where | will have light and food.”
It is that basic. For me- this is personal. | have nine
friends- close friends- people | talk to everyday that
have lost their children to gun violence. Two of them

have lost both of their children. My son has been
caught in the crossfire before- but luckily he is still
here- so you know- everyday | wake up and I just pray
I can save a life.

— Mar’yum Patterson
Trauma Liaison
Cleveland Peace Alliance



The Human Rights
Argument
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The Solution




Our Communities NEED Support

We need to fund violence intervention and prevention programs.

Highly effective at reducing gun violence and saving lives.

$625 million in annual investment for 8 years & a national
strategy.



Community Violence Prevention

Make inroads to reduce gun violence.

Focus on engaging community members.

Lack of political will.

Engage impacted community.



‘ ‘ The thing is- legislation alone won’t solve our issue-
investment will. Racism, systemic oppression- America
will have to invest in its communities and in programs

like BRAVE to make real change. We are important
because these kids are in high school and they are either
going to be a perpetrator of gun violence or a victim or
both. They will either be behind a gun or in front of it- or
both. Programs like BRAVE are critical because we are
there with them- we are in their faces and we give them a
chance to see more.

— Lamar Johnson
Violence Prevention Coordinator
BRAVE Youth Leaders, Chicago



Examples of
Community
Based Violence
Intervention
Programs

CRORONC

Operation Ceasefire Model

Cure violence model

Hospital-based interventions

Richmond Fellowship Model



What are we
asking Congress
to do?




A Victory: President Biden’s Recovery Plan

* The President has included $5 Billion for evidence-based community
violence prevention programs in his Recovery package In response to
direct advocacy from leaders of color.

* We need to keep the pressure on Congress to protect this funding as
the bills advance AND to support the Break the Cycle of Violence Act.



Congress should:

 Authorize $625 million per year, for 8 years, to community gun violence prevention and intervention
programs

How did we get to that number?

$43,200 X 19,234 = $827 million a year
U U
(Medical cost of gunshot injuriq) X (three-year annual average for gun = or $6.6 billion for an eight-year
omicides in U.S.) period.

> If we prioritize the 48 cities with the largest absolute number of homicides per
capita, the number can be adjusted to $627 million a year.

> Over an eight-year period that amounts $ 5.3 billion.

« Pass the Break the Cycle of Violence Act



What does the Break the Cycle of Violence Act do?

* Provide Federal grants to communities.

 Authorize earmarked funds for annual investment for violence
Intervention programs.



Targets




How do | learn
more?




EGV Backgrounder

Important .
ResoUrces EGV Leave Behind

Additional Resources



Questions



Visit heroes.amnestyusa.org

THANK YOU

"




