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URGENT ACTION 
 

PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE’S HEALTH AT RISK  
Prisoner of conscience Hamed Gharehoghlani is suffering from symptoms that precede dangerous 
epileptic seizures due to the authorities’ persistent refusal to provide him with specialized health care 
and medication. He appealed his sentence of 14 years and one month imprisonment to the Supreme 
Court on 24 January 2021. He must be released immediately and unconditionally.  
 

TAKE ACTION:  

1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to the government official listed below. You can 
also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 

2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 12.21. It’s important to report because we share the 
total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  

  
Head of judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi   
c/o H.E. Majid Takht Ravanchi 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: 212 687-2020 I Fax: 212 867 7086 
Email: iran@un.int  
Twitter: @Iran_UN 

 
Dear Mr Raisi, 
 
Hamed Gharehoghlani, a 34-year-old prisoner of conscience held in the central prison in Urumieh, West Azerbaijan 
province, urgently requires specialized medical care for a serious type of epilepsy, which, if left untreated, can lead to 
dangerous seizures. Since his arrest on 27 June 2020, prison officials have refused to give him the prescribed medication 
that his family has regularly purchased and brought to the prison. The authorities have also refused to transfer him to a 
specialized health facility outside prison for his routine biannual neurological examination, including brain scans. He is 
currently suffering from repeated periods of disorientation, fatigue, headaches, and loss of muscle strength. Medical experts 
outside prison, consulted by his family, have warned that based on these symptoms, he is at increased risk of dangerous 
seizures, which can lead to serious and possibly irreversible complications including brain damage.  
 
Hamed Gharehoghlani was sentenced by a Revolutionary Court in Urumieh to 14 years and one month imprisonment in 
December 2020 following an unfair trial which consisted of one hearing lasting only 10 minutes. The court convicted him in 
connection with his online posts, which accused Iran’s Supreme Leader of corruption, and his online exchanges with 
individuals who, according to the authorities, were supporters of the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI), an 
opposition group based outside Iran, who allegedly “incited” him to tear up banners with images of the Supreme Leader and 
Revolutionary Guards Commander Ghasem Soleimani, killed in a US drone strike in Iraq in January 2020. On this basis, 
the court convicted him of “insulting the Supreme Leader”, “spreading propaganda against the system”, and “membership 
in a group that engages in armed insurrection against the Islamic Republic system”.  
 
Hamed Gharehoghlani is held in a ward with prisoners convicted of violent crimes who have threatened him with physical 
and sexual assault. I ask you to release Hamed Gharehoghlani as he is a prisoner of conscience imprisoned solely for 
peacefully exercising his rights to freedom of expression and association. Pending his release, ensure that he is provided 
with immediate and continued access to the health care he needs outside prison as well as his medication.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:iran@un.int
https://twitter.com/iran_un?lang=en
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  
Hamed Gharehoghlani was arrested by ministry of intelligence agents in Urumieh, West Azerbaijan province, on 27 June 2020. He was 
taken to the detention centre of the ministry of intelligence in Urumieh, where he was held in solitary confinement for two weeks, without 
access to his family and a lawyer, and then transferred to the central prison in Urumieh. According to an informed source, while held in 
solitary confinement, he was subjected to various forms of psychological torture aimed at obtaining forced “confessions” including 
persistent use of degrading verbal insults and profanities, threats of execution, and threats to kill his mother, particularly if his case is 
publicized. He was also denied access to his medication and deprived of fresh air and natural light. The ministry of intelligence agents 
summoned his mother and sister for interrogations several hours after his arrest, threatened to have his mother dismissed from her 
teaching position, forced them to sign statements undertaking not to “insult” the Supreme Leader and “Islamic sanctities” and warned 
them against speaking to anyone about their relative’s detention. Ministry of intelligence agents repeatedly accused his family of being in 
contact with the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI) and mentioned, while yelling and hurling insults at the family, that they 
have two relatives abroad who support the PMOI. His family persistently denied supporting the PMOI or being in contact with their 
relatives.  

Hamed Gharehoghlani’s trial before Branch 2 of the Revolutionary Court in Urumieh was grossly unfair. The trial consisted of one session, 
which took place behind closed doors on 28 September 2020 and lasted only 10 minutes. The judge presiding over the session showed 
hostility and a lack of impartiality by repeatedly interrupting Hamed Gharehoghlani, openly supporting the accusations of the intelligence 
agents against him and calling him a “terrorist”. Hamed Gharehoghlani was only allowed to meet with his lawyer once in prison several 
weeks before his trial in the presence of prison and intelligence officials. The authorities have refused to provide him with a written copy 
of the verdict. On 29 November 2020, they only gave him a few minutes to take a glance at the verdict and then asked him to sign a 
statement to confirm that he had been notified of his conviction and sentence.  

In early September 2020, Hamed Gharehoghlani  suffered from suspected COVID-19 symptoms, including severe dry coughs, fever, and 
shortness of breath. Despite being at higher risk of serious health problems or death due to his pre-existing health problems, prison 
officials did not conduct a diagnostic test; instead, they gave him some unidentified medication at the prison clinic and returned him to his 
usual overcrowded place of confinement.   

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to which Iran is a party, recognizes the right of every person to the 
highest attainable standard of health. The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (Mandela Rules) state that prisons 
must provide adequate medical care to prisoners without discrimination and free of charge. The Mandela Rules provide that “Pr isoners 
who require specialized treatment or surgery shall be transferred to specialized institutions or to civil hospitals” and clinical decisions 
should only be taken by health-care professionals and not be overruled or ignored by non-medical prison staff. Amnesty International 
has documented numerous cases where the Iranian authorities have deliberately denied health care to prisoners of conscience, putting 
their lives and health at grave risk. In some cases, Amnesty International has considered that the abusive conduct reached the threshold 
of torture as it inflicted severe pain and suffering on the victims for the purposes of punishing, intimidating or humiliating them or obtaining 
forced “confessions” from them  

The right to freedom of opinion and expression includes the right to be critical of the political social system espoused by the authorities 
and the right to peacefully advocate, individually or in association with others, for any political ideas or visions so long as the ideas 
espoused do not advocate hatred constituting incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence. Penalizing individuals because of the 
mere fact that their expressions are considered to be insulting to a public figure is a serious violation of the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression, protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is a state party.  

The Iranian authorities have a history of targeting family members of those who have real or perceived ties with the PMOI. During the 
1980s and 1990s, the PMOI engaged in armed activities against the Islamic Republic from its base in Iraq. The organization was 
eventually disarmed by the US following the 2003 invasion of Iraq and from 2008 onwards, the European Union and other governments 
have lifted the designation of the PMOI as a “terrorist “organization on the grounds that the PMOI no longer advocates or engages in 
armed opposition to the government of Iran.    

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 5 April 2021 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Hamed Gharehoghlani (he/his) 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4196/2016/en/

