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URGENT ACTION 

 

STUDENTS ALLEGE ILL-TREATMENT IN DETENTION 
Police used tear gas and water cannons to disperse a peaceful protest held at the Boğaziçi University 
on 4 January. At least 45 students were detained during raids between 5 to 7 January after their alleged 
participation in a protest at the Boğaziçi University in Istanbul. Many among them have alleged torture 
or other ill-treatment, including being handcuffed on their backs, beaten, and some LGBTI+ students 
threatened with rape and subjected to insults. The prosecuting authorities must investigate these 
allegations and bring law enforcement officers found to be responsible to justice. 

 

TAKE ACTION:   

1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You 
can also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 

2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 2.21. It’s important to report because we share the 
total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  

 
Mr. Şaban Yılmaz, Istanbul Chief Prosecutor 
Çağlayan Meydanı 
Şişli Merkez Mah. 
Abide-i Hürriyet Cad. No: 223 
Şişli / İstanbul 
Fax: +90 212 3757148 - +90 212 3757585 
Email: istanbulcbs@adalet.gov.tr  
 
 

Ambassador Serdar Kiliç 
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 
2525 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 612 6700 | 6701 
Fax: 202 612 6744   
Email: ambassador@turkishembassy.org  
Twitter: @SerdarKilic9 @TurkishEmbassy 
Facebook: @turkishembassy 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador

Dear Mr. Yılmaz, 
 
I am writing regarding the alleged torture and other ill-treatment of students detained during raids carried out by the armed 
officers of the Special Forces (Ozel Harekat) between 5 and 7 January, on allegations that they have violated Article 32.1 
of the Law on Meetings and Demonstrations during a peaceful assembly at the Boğaziçi University in Istanbul on 4 January, 
protesting the appointment by the President of Prof Melih Bulu as the rector of the University. Law enforcement officials 
used tear gas and water cannons indiscriminately to disperse the largely peaceful protestors, and some students were 
dragged on the floor, beaten, and briefly detained. According to the lawyers and students Amnesty International spoke to, 
the students detained during the dawn raids were allegedly subjected to ill-treatment, including being pushed and made to 
lay down and handcuffed on their backs for an hour and a half. One student was allegedly hit on the head with a police 
helmet and another reported that officers held a gun to their head soon after they entered the house. At least eight students 
said they were forcibly strip searched, some more than once, while two LGBTI+ students were allegedly threatened with 
rape and verbally abused regarding their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. To date, at least fifteen students have 
reported being subjected to ill-treatment in and on the hospital grounds where they were taken for medical examination and, 
in the case of one of them, the student believes the alleged ill-treatment had been filmed by people at the hospital.  
 
Under both international human rights law conventions, to which Turkey is a state party to, as well as its own domestic laws, 
the exercise of the right to peaceful assembly cannot be arbitrarily prevented. Torture and other ill-treatment is prohibited 
under all circumstances. All those detained during the protest and dawn raids have since been released, the majority under 
judicial control, but the risk of prosecution remains. I urge you to ensure that all allegations of torture or other ill-treatment 
against the Boğaziçi University protestors are promptly, thoroughly, independently and impartially investigated with those  
found to have carried out acts of torture or other ill-treatment and threats brought to justice. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:istanbulcbs@adalet.gov.tr
mailto:ambassador@turkishembassy.org
https://twitter.com/serdarkilic9?lang=en
https://twitter.com/TurkishEmbassy?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/turkishembassy/photos/
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

The announcement on 1 January of the appointment by the President of Professor Melih Bulu as the rector of Boğaziçi 
University was met with widespread protests by students and academic staff at the University, including on social media. 
On 4 January, a group consisting mostly of Boğaziçi University students- though students from other universities also 
attended in solidarity- held an overwhelmingly peaceful protest at the entrance of the Boğaziçi University campus. According 
to the testimony of students and footage of the protests seen by Amnesty International, the protests were overwhelmingly 
peaceful. There were isolated incidents of very minor violence, such as a protestor kicking a police shield. Law enforcement 
officers who were in riot gear subjected the largely peaceful crowd – of around 500 - to tear gas and water cannons and 
several protestors were briefly detained on the ground. 

The right to freedom of peaceful assembly cannot be arbitrarily prevented. The OSCE Guidelines on Freedom of Peaceful 
Assembly, which state “the use of violence by a small number of participants in an assembly (including the use of inciteful 
language) does not automatically turn an otherwise peaceful assembly into a non-peaceful assembly, and any intervention 
should aim to deal with the particular individuals involved rather than dispersing the entire event. […] Dispersal should not, 
therefore, result where a small number of participants in an assembly act in a violent manner. In such instances, action may 
be taken against those particular individuals. Similarly, if agents provocateurs infiltrate an otherwise peaceful assembly, the 
authorities should take appropriate action to remove the agents provocateurs rather than terminating or dispersing the 
assembly or declaring it to be unlawful.” It follows also that, “individual participants in any assembly who themselves do not 
commit any violent acts should not be prosecuted, even if others in the assembly become violent or disorderly.” 

On 5 January, at least 17 students were detained during the dawn raids. The officers used force to gain entry in the home 
of a student who was not there at the time, breaking the wall next to the door to the property. A student for whom an arrest 
warrant had not been issued but was present at an address where the raid was carried out was also detained. Several 
students detained reported that the warrant was presented to them after, not before their houses were raided and they were 
hand-cuffed from behind. 

On 7 and 8 January, 35 students were released, most are subject to judicial controls. 

 
 
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Turkish 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 10 March 2021 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Boğaziçi University protestors (they/their) 


