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URGENT ACTION 
 

EXECUTION RISK FOR IRANIAN-SWEDISH ACADEMIC  
Iranian-Swedish academic Ahmadreza Djalali has been held incommunicado in Tehran’s Evin prison 
since 24 November 2020, when he learned that his death sentence for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-
arz) was to be carried out imminently. In late December 2020, his family learned that Ahmadreza Djalali’s 
execution was halted for one month. He remains at risk of execution.  
 
TAKE ACTION:  
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to the government official listed below. You can 

also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 
2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 38.17. It’s important to report because we share the 

total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  
 
Head of the Judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi 
c/o H.E. Majid Takht Ravanchi 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Phone: 212 687-2020 I Fax: 212 867 7086 
Email: iran@un.int  
Twitter: @Iran_UN 

 
Dear Mr Raisi, 

 
Iranian-Swedish academic and medical doctor Ahmadreza Djalali, who is at risk of execution, has been subjected to 
incommunicado detention in Tehran’s Evin prison for seven weeks. In an undated handwritten letter, provided by prison 
officials to Ahmadreza Djalali’s lawyer in late December 2020 following multiple requests to contact him, Ahmadreza Djalali 
wrote that he had been in prolonged solitary confinement for 33 days. His lawyer and family last saw Ahmadreza Djalali on 
24 November 2020 when they were told that Ahmadreza Djalali’s execution would be carried out within a week and this was 
the date of his last phone call to this family. In late December 2020, his family learned that the office for implementation of 
sentences had postponed Ahmadreza Djalali’s execution for one month. His incommunicado detention raises serious 
concerns about the imminence of his execution given the Iranian authorities’ pattern of executing death row prisoners in 
secret after placing them in solitary confinement and denying them contact with the outside word.  

 
Ahmadreza Djalali was sentenced to death for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) in October 2017 after a grossly unfair 
trial before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran. The court relied primarily on “confessions” that Ahmadreza 
Djalali says were obtained under torture and other ill-treatment while he was held in prolonged solitary confinement without 
access to a lawyer. These included threats to execute him, kill or otherwise harm his children, who live in Sweden, and his 
mother, who lives in Iran. Amnesty International has consistently held that the offense of “corruption on earth” fails to meet 
requirements for clarity and precision needed in criminal law and breaches the principle of legality and legal certainty. On 9 
December 2018, his lawyers learned that Branch 1 of the Supreme Court had upheld his death sentence.  

 
I ask you to immediately stop any plans to execute Ahmadreza Djalali and immediately provide him access to his family and 
lawyer. His conviction and sentence must be quashed, and he should be released immediately and accorded an enforceable 
right to compensation, as per the recommendation of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Pending his release, 
ensure that Ahmadreza Djalali is moved out of prolonged solitary confinement and protected from torture and other ill-
treatment, and order a prompt, independent, effective, and impartial investigation into his allegations of torture and other ill-
treatment. I call on you to establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty.   

 
Yours sincerely, 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:iran@un.int
https://twitter.com/iran_un?lang=en
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
On 24 November 2020, at the prosecutor’s office of Evin prison, Ahmadreza Djalali, his family and lawyer were told that the 
prosecution authorities had issued an order to the office for implementation of sentences to carry out Ahmadreza Djalali’s 
death sentence. Officials at the prosecutor’s office had not specified the execution date but said that the sentence would be 
carried out within a week, or no later than 1 December 2020. This news led to international calls to halt Ahmadreza Djalali’s 
execution. On 2 December 2020 after global interventions, according to information received by Amnesty International, his 
execution was stopped following orders from “higher up”. On 8 December 2020, his family learned his execution had been 
postponed for one week and in late December 2020, they learned that the office for implementation of sentences had again 
postponed Ahmadreza Djalali’s execution for one month. 

Ahmadreza Djalali is a medical doctor and academic living in Sweden who was on a business trip to Iran when he was 
arrested on 26 April 2016. He was held in Evin prison for seven months in section 209, which is under the control of the 
ministry of intelligence. He was held for three months in solitary confinement, without access to a lawyer. Ahmadreza Djalali 
said that during this period he was subjected to torture and other ill-treatment, in order to force him to “confess” to being a 
spy. He has said that he was forced to read out “confessions” pre-written by his interrogators in front of a video camera. 
Ahmadreza Djalali denies the accusations against him and says they have been fabricated by the authorities. In a letter 
written from inside Evin prison in August 2017, Ahmadreza Djalali said he was held solely because of his refusal to use his 
academic ties in European institutions to spy for the Iranian authorities. On 17 December 2018 Iranian state-run TV aired 
Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confession” during a programme titled Axing the root, which used dramatic music, graphics and 
international news footage interspersed with Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confession”, along with a voiceover presenting him as a 
“spy”. By extracting and airing these forced “confessions”, Iranian authorities violated Ahmadreza Djalali’s right to the 
presumption of innocence as well as the right not to be forced into incriminating himself. Ahmadreza Djalali has since said 
the broadcast “confession” was filmed while he was being held in solitary confinement, without access to a lawyer.  

In November 2017, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention called on Iran to release Ahmadreza Djalali immediately 
and accord him an enforceable right to compensation and other reparations, as he had been detained without an arrest 
warrant, was only formally charged 10 months after his arrest, and had been “effectively prevented from exercising his right 
to challenge the lawfulness of his detention”. They also found that his right to a fair trial had been violated so gravely “as to 
give Mr Djalali’s deprivation of liberty an arbitrary character”.  

Prolonged solitary confinement – that is solitary confinement imposed for periods beyond 15 days – violates the absolute 
prohibition on torture and other ill-treatment. Detention without access to the outside world facilitates torture or other ill-
treatment. Per the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, “prisoners shall be allowed under necessary 
supervision to communicate with their family and reputable friends at regular intervals, both by correspondence and by 
receiving visits.” Additionally, the conditions of imprisonment for individuals under sentence of death must not violate the 
right to be treated with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person or the absolute prohibition against torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Individuals on death row must not be denied contact with others, 
including their families.  

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception regardless of the nature or circumstances 
of the crime; guilt, innocence or other characteristics of the individual; or the method used by the state to carry out the 
execution. The death penalty violates the right to life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Persian 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 10 March 2021.  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Ahmadreza Djalali (he,him)  
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3396/2020/en/ 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/A_HRC_WGAD_2017_92.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3396/2020/en/

