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GLOSSARY

BAGHI ®" ql dc q dehdrdelcdirying the-death penalty undeg ™ m- r F
Penal Code

EFSADE FEL-ARZ ®r ogqd" chmf & hq g dgharge lcanrying therdeath penalty under
Hg m-r Hrk I hb Odm k Bncd

HRC UN Human Rights Committee

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

IRIB Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting

LEGAL MEDICINE State forensic instituteworking under the supervision of the judiciary

ORGANIZATION

MOHAREBEH ®nmity against God, a charge carrying the death penalty under Iranr
Islamic Penal Code

MONAFEQIN ® G x 0 n h g pejsrdtive epithetused by the Iranian authorities since the
087/r eng | dladqgqr “mc rtoongsdgr n
Iran (PMOI) an opposition group based outside Iran that advocates the
overthrow of the Islamic Republic system

PMOI Odnokd-r Lni gdchm Ngqgf mhy shnm ne
PRISONS State body that falls under the direct supervision of the head of the judiciary
ORGANIZATION and is charged with the management of the affairs of all prisons, detention

centres and their affiliated boées. Its official name is the State Prisons and
Security and Corrective Measures Organization.

QESAS Punishment of retribution in kind

SUPREME NATIONRA State body that @terminestop-leveldefence andnational security poligesin
SECURITY COUNCIL line with the decrees othe Supreme Leader

TABSAREH An explanatory ote attached to an article of the law that clarifies the scope @
the article and in sone cases provide exceptions

UN United Nations
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

®T'hey tortured me and hurt me in any way they cot
even saithey would have my son suspended from L
| told them lidinothing wronigook to the streets
peacefully tdamourrightsandprotest againstd n o |
poor living conditiohsee my famagdfriendsirowning
In poverty this ighereason attended tharotess, but
theylauthoritiesaccused me iosulting the Supreme
Leadeand acting against the state

ApeacefyrotestdromMashhadhorasaRazayrovince, who told the organization that he was subjeetsd tc
arrestdetentioand torture and otherghtmerin relation to the November 2019 protests

In response to nationwide protestin November 2019by tens of thousands of peoplacross the country
enkknvhmf s gsdddenannadirgenmerd abeut thesignificant overnightrise in the price of petrol
the Iranian authorities waged a campaign ahass repressionthat led to hundreds of deaths, resulting from
the deliberate use of lethal force, antb the arrestof more than7,000 men, women and childrenas young
as 10 years oldwithin a matter of days

Amnesty Internationahas investigatedthe actions ofthe Iranian authoritiesagainst those arreséd in

connection with the protestsand concluded thatthey committed widespread patternsf serious human

rights violations including arbitrary detention, enforced disappearanceorture and other illtreatment, and

flagrant breaches othe right to a fair trial In May 2020, Amnesty Internationabublished its documentation

of the patterns of unlawful killings carried out across the country and the details of 304 men, women and

chhkcqdm jhkkdc ax Hg m-rsrdbtghsx enqgbdr ctghmf sgd oqns

Methodology

Amnesty International conductedn-depth interviews with & individuals inside Iran and10 outside the
country between26 November 2019 and 26 August2020. They included60 victims of arbitrary arrest,
enforced disappearance, torture and oier ill-treatment or their relatives or close acquaintancesyo
protesters who were in hiding; and 4 other informed individuals who had either witnessed or reliably
investigated the violations concerned, including protesters amystanders who were not @ested, lawyers,
medical workers local activists and journalists, andeachersof schoolchildren arrested

In addition, since 25 November 2019when Amnesty Internéional set up two dedicated telephone numbers
for people to contact the organization witinformation about detentions, iteceived written text or voice
messages as well as videos froseveral hundredindividuals inside the country,ncluding protesters and
bystanders, family members, friendsor acquaintancesof those detained lawyers,medical workers,local
journalistsor activists, andsources inside prisons
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Amnesty International als@nalysed extesive video footage of the protests, verified by its Digital Verification
Corps examinedseveralcourt verdicts and other legal documentsand reviewed statements made by
officials as well asreports and testimonies published by other independeiiiuman rights organizations.

The organizationwrote to the president, Hassan Rouhani, and thieead of the judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi,
detailing its concens and seeking comments and clarificationsNo response had been received by the time
of publication.

Arbitrary arrest and detention

@l mdr s x Hmdirdiggashewihatmank of the arreststook place during thefive days ofprotests
but, in the days and weeksthat followed, the pattern of mass arrests continuedndividuals who had
participated in the protest, in many cases peacefullyyereidentified throughimages taken by security
officials orsurveillance camerasaand were arrestedfrom their homes or workplaces and, in the cases of
some children,at their schools. Many protesters and bystandersvere also arrestedrom hospitals

while seekingmedical carefor life-threateninggunshot wounds or otheinjuries sustainedduring the
protests

Others arbitrarilytargeted for arrest in connection with th@rotestswere student activists media workers,
including journalists covering the events, and human rights defendensidividuals who attended ceremonies
to commemorate those killed during the prosgs also found themselvesinjustly behind bars

Consistert with a longstanding pattern, the authorities used the heightened security atmosphere and the
pretext of the protests to also arbitrarily arreand detainactivistsbelonging toethnic minority goups who

face entrenched discrimination, including Ahwazirabs, Azerbaijani Turks and Kurdseven when they had
not taken part in the protests. While the protests were ongoing, intelligence and security officials also made
threatening phone calls taseverl Azerbaijani Turkic activistswarning them not to atted the protestsor else
they would face arrest

In many cases, the arrests were carried out in a violent manner, witblice, intelligence and security officials
beating people and shoving them intovans. In some cases, securitjorces brandished weapons such as
assault riflesand gunsduring arrest. According tocases reported to Amnesty Internationals well as official
statements andinformation publicly available in dferent news and human righs websites,the arrests took
placein28n e H d pravinges 2

The authoritiesalsoharassd, intimidated, and arbitrarily arresed and detained the families of@vantec —
protesterswho were in hidingto put pressure on then to hand themselves oveto the authorities

They similarly targeted the families of protesters and human rights defenderko were already in detention
to put pressure on then to giveforced written orvideeg d bngcdc ®bnmedr r hnmr

Based on information gathered by Amnesty Internationk e q n | uhbshlr “mc uhbshlr- e 1| h
independent human rights groups outside Iran, Amnesty International has recorded the names and details of

more than 500 protesters and others, inalding human rights defenders, who have been subjectet

criminal investigations in connection with the November 2019 protests.

As of 26 August 2020, at least three ofthe recordedindividuals had been sentenced to death after a grossly
unfair trial in which they were convictedo®d ml h s x ° f mohambek) foFantcof arson and
vandalism.Prison terms meted out to thoseonvicted ranged frombetween one month and 10 years based
on vaguely worded national securityelated charges.More than a dozenknown to Amnesty Internationahad
been sentenced to thgging in addition to prison terms, and at least two hathd their flogging sentences
implemented by the time of publication.

Amnesty International believes that the real number of individuals prosecuted and sentenced in connection
with the November 2019protests is far higher, given the large number of arrests carried out and previous
patterns of prosecution and sentencing in t country following nationwide protests. The lack of access to
information is due, in large part, to the climate of intense feareated by the authorities, which has resulted
in fewer victims, relatives, lawyers and other informed individuals being wilito speak out.

Charges routinely used against those detained in connection with the protests of November 2019 are drawn

fromthd Hr k> 1 hb Odm  k Bncd "mc g ud hmbktcdc ®chrgtoshmf ot

commit crimes against nationalset qhsx "~ mc ®Il dl adqrgho ne °~ fgnto vhsg sg
m shnm  k rdbtghsx - Sgd c déeéprhcipléof legalityrmetheg ajedovedy bloadh | dr b n ms

and vague and allow the authorities to apply them arbitrarily to restricetpeaceful exercise of the rights to

freedom of expression, association and assembly.
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Other charges from the Islamic Penal Codehich have been used to prosecute protesters have included,

®rogd - chmf ogno f mc”™ ~f  hmrs dcdgdddhmr sdshmfd®ehemebbkbhkf sg
®rogd chmf khdr vhsg sgd h msTHesesplovisionseftecticelgrmmalizpéhb mf sgd ot a
free expression of ideas and opinions, in contraventimiHq " m-r nakhf > shnmr tmcdg hmsdgm’
law.

Peaceful activities cited in court verdicts and prosecution documents reviewed by Amnesty International as
®d u h ¢ d mimidal activigy against national security have includegarticipation in what the authorities

g ud gdedggdaossnstr chdptingmpliticalsangsaluring protestsijlming and/or sharing
videos of protests on social media; attendinmemorial ceremonies of those killed during the protests and
lighting candles for them;expressingon social mediasympathy fa the loss of those killed during the protests
"mc gdedqgqhmf s sharmgsodial media p@sts ingtegnembers dfie public to participate

in the memorial ceremonies of those killed during the protests; amvariting online postsin support of the
protests

Many of those arrested in connection witthe protests have alsdeen accusedof offencessuch as arson
and dedruction of public property. Howeverin all such cases examined in detail byAmnesty International
the authorities hal not submitted credible evidence specifically pointing to individual defendantdirect
participation in violent acts amounting to interationally recognizable criminal offences.

Amnesty International is also aware of a number of cases where the authesittontemplated bringing or
brought vague and overly broad criminal charges against protesters that carry the death penalty. These
include at least40 former detainees in Behbahan, Khuzestan province, who were subjected to preliminary
criminal investigath mr ag h g ¢ ® q d badhi, but wene subsequently releaseavithout charge; a young
man, Siamak Moghimj held in the Greater TehrarCentral Penitentiary (also known aBashafouyeh prison),

wasputon trial for®d ml h's x ° f mohamebe$), bl was subsequently acquitted of this charge and

bnmuhbsdc hmrsd ¢ ne ®f sgdghmf "~ mc bnkk®chmdt essnhmmml | hs
otakhb ngcdq™ ~ mc r dmsd mb dircprissmanahenyaungprotestgrrHosseinc s ggdd | nms
Reyhani, also held inthe Greater Tehran CentradPenitentiary who has been charged with®d ml hsx ~ f ° hmr s

F n c(moharebeh and is awaiting tral, and three young men,Amirhossein Moradi Mohammad Rajabiand
Saeed Tamjidivgn vdgd rdmsdmbdx 35h’ kb omahagebed)endeb®ayn2D2Q s

Incommunicado detention and enforced disappearance

Many detainees,including prisoners of onscience were suljected toincommunicado detention and

enforced disappearance fodays, weeks or even monthsvhile heldin undisclosed locations Upon their

transfer to regular prisons, it transpired that manlyad been detained either in unofficial secrd detention

placesorine " bhkhshdr vghbg "~ gd neehbh kk,bothgofivhidhcegidicby s n  ~r ®r db
the security and intelligence bodies includinghe ministry of intelligence or the Revolutionary Guard®ther

detaineeswere held in overcrowdedprisonsor police stations with little or no access to their families or

lawyers.In some cities, military barracks, sports venues and schools were also used to hold detainees.

Distressed relativegold the organization that they vigéd hospitals, morgues, police stations, prosecution
offices, Revolutionary Courts, prisons and oth&nown detention centres to enquire about their loved ones,
but the authorities refused to provide them with informatio In some cases, officials deliberzly denied
information they had o the fate and whereabouts oforcibly disappearedindividuals to theirrelatives even
though they were in their custodylin other cases, officials admitted to relatives that their lod®nes were in
custody but refused b disclose their place of detentiorr the charges they faced.

Instead of alleviating the anguistof relatives the authoritiesfrequently threatenedthem with arrest if they
kept seeking information about their loved nes or publicly spoke out about them In one case documented
by Amnesty Internationalthe authoritiesarresteda family memberof two victims of enforced disappearance
for enquiring abouttheir fate and whereabouts

The widespread use ofncommunicado detention and enforced disappearancieft many families in a state

of deep anguish and uncertainty. Many were left in fear about whether their loved ones were dead or alive,
especially amid mounting reports of deaths resulting from the use lethal force by the security forces during
the protests and the refusal of the authorities to return the bodies of those killed to their families, as well as
reports of deaths in custody

As 0of 26 August2020, Amnesty Internationalwas aware of at leasthree cases of enforced disappearances
related to the protests where the authorities continueto conceal the fate and whereabouts of the individuals
concerned, including brothers Mehdi Roodbarianand Mostafa Roodbarian

TRAMPLING HUMANITY
L@RR @QQDRSR+ CHR@OOD@Q@MBDR @MC SNQSTQD RHMBD HQ@M- R MNUDLADQ 1/ 08

Amnesty International 8



Torture and other ilitreatment

Testimony fromvictims, u h b sfamilies -eyewitnesses and lawyersvideo footage verified by Amnesty
Hmsdgm shnm® k-r Chf hasdrdportsfdom huenhnbrighss hefemderB inside Iran and news+
and human rights organizations outside Iramevealthat police, intelligence andsecurityagerts and some
prison officialsused widespreadtorture and other ilFtreatment againstmen, women andchildren, both

during arrest and laterin detention centres and prisons across the countryAmnesty International found that
detainees were most at risk aorture and other ilitreatmentin interrogatons during their initial period of
detention, in conditions amounting to enforced disappearance.

According to iformation gathered by Amnesty International, torture was used to punish, intimidated

humiliate detainees. It was also used as an interrogation tactic to elicit sgl€riminating statements and
®bnmedrrhnmr + mns itrs ‘estsplutalscsabodthheir atleged askoviationdwite hm sgd o
opposition groups, human rights defenderspjirnalists and media outlets outside Iran, as well as with foreign

governments.

Most frequently victims recounted beinghooded or blindfolded,punched, kicked, flogged beatenwith
sticks, rubber hosepipes, knifes, batons and cables suspendedand/or forced into holding painful stress
positiors for prolonged periods deprived ofsufficient food and potablewater, and placed in prolonged
solitaryconfinement, sometimesfor weeks or even months

Amnesty International also gatherethformation from primary surceson interrogatorsbelonging to security
and intelligence bodiesand prison officialsstripping detaineesand sprayingthem with cold water,and
subjecting detaineesincluding children, to extreme temperatures and/obombardment of light or sound
over a sustained period forcible extraction ofthe nails from fingers or toespepper spraying,forced
administrationof chemical substances electric shocks waterboarding and mock executionst methods
which correspond to patterns of torture previously daeented in the country

Information received by Amnesty International from primary sources, incladf uhbshl r ~mc uhbshl -r
and sources inside prisons, also reveathat interrogators and prison officials perpetrated sexuablence

against maledetainees including through stripping and forced nakedness, invasive body searches intended

to humiliate the victins, sustained sexual verbal abuse, pepper spraying the genital area, and admieistg

electric shocks to the testicles.

In all cases documated by Amnesty International, victims also reported various forms of psychological

torture aimedatn as - hmh mf enqgbdc c@&imoniysduded pensistentuse offlegiding

verbal insults and profanitiesgeath threats andthreats of further tature against detaineesthreatsto arrest,
sngstqd+ jhkk ng ns gdctembdrs idcluging elderly patentard mpbusesand éhredtsh k x

to rapedetainees or theifamily members.In severalinstances interrogatorsalsothreatened tohaveu h b s h | r -
children suspended from their educational institutions or falsetgld victims thattheir loved ones were

already in custody and were being interrogated or tortured nearby.

The authorities, including ministry of intelligence and Revolutionary &nudls interrogators, prison officials and
prosecution authorities, alsgoutinely subjected detinees to torture and other dtreatmentby deliberately
depriving them of access to medicareatment and medicationfor injuries sustained during the protests,
including from gunshots and beatings, as well as for injuries sustained as a result of tagtun some cases,
they deprived detainees of the medication they need for serious preexisting medical conditions.

Sn @ mdr sx Hmsdqgm s lestigatioks-have heen faunkhecirftocalegations ohterture and
other ilFtreatment by detaines, evenwhen made in court, and no official has been held to account.

Fngb dc ®b nobmided unten torture and other iltreatment, some of which were fihed and
broadcast on state television only days following arrestgve beensystematically used as admissible
evidence by courts to convict individuals in grossly unfair trials, even when defendants retracted their
statements in cairt and said they had b&n made under torture and other ikreatment.

Unfair trials

Individuals detained, investigated andprosecutedin connection with the November 2019 protests have
suffered grossly unfair judicial proceedings.

@l mdr s x H nssedeqroh skotvstiminterrogators belonging to security and intelligence bodies and
prosecution authorities systematically denietthe detaineestheir right to access a lawyereven lawyers vetted
and approved by the judiciaryduring the investigation plase

In line with a graving practice in the country,in some instancesthe prosecution and judicial authorities also
prevented detainees from accessing lawyers of tha@wn choosing during triglin breachofHg > m-r nvm k™ vr -
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Theyunlawfullytold defendants that theyhad to choose their lawyers from a list of lawyers approved by the
head of thejudiciary, and thedefendantswho refusedwere consequently forced to representhemselvesat
trial.

Amnesty International documented seven cases wheindividuals detained in connectiorwith the
protestswere tried without any legal representatiofhis waseither as a result of defendant being denied
access to a lawyer of their own choosingvhich consequently forced them to represent themselves atdt, or
because the defendants weréried in their absence, without the state providing them with the opportunity to
secure legal representation. Amnesty Internationahderstands from informed sources that the real number
of such cases is far higher.

The right to have time and facilities tprepare an adequate defence waalsoroutinely flouted with lawyers
oftenad hmf cdmhdc ° bb drfies untithesstard df tgals bskwklidasagpropriatd facilits for
private consultation and commuitation with clients Detainees wereoften not allowed to meet their lawyers
until a few hours before their trial datend sometimes not until the trial had begun

Proceedings took place behind closed doors in contravention of the right of defendants tio &d public
hearings Amnesty Intenational is also aware of at leashree cases where the defendants themselves were
not presentin their trialsand were convicted and sentenced in their absence.

Judges presiding over criminal and Revolutionary Countgere generallyhostile and biased gainst the
defendantsand showeda lack of impartiality by openly supporting the accusations of the intelligence and
security officials.

Generally sentences were upeld without any hearings taking place and many detaineesand their lawyers
were not proviled with an opportunity topresentthe appeal court withwritten statementsin support of their
casebeyond the submissions accompanying the appeal requesh many cases, he ability to launch a
meaningful appeal was further hampere@d x s gd =~ tfasgl togrovidé tHose congicted and their
lawyers with written judgements.

Crisis of impunity

To date, no public official has beerinvestigated, let alonéheld accountable for ordering committing or
acquiescing to crimes of torture and enforced disggearance and other gravdhuman rights violationsduring
and in the aftermath of the protestsThe Iranian authorities have also refused tmake public any offidal
informationon the final number of arrests, the number of people who remain in detention, drthe status of
their cases.

As with many other past atrocities, the crisis of impunity for the human rights violations committed in the

context of November 209 protests goes beyond the failure to investigate and ensure accountability. Top

officials in the country have made statements that, in fact, praise the security and intelligence forces for

swiftly ending the unrest, and celebrate their brutal crackdowra = ®b gt rghmf uhbsngx~ ~f  hmr
extensive and very dangerous plat

Inacoordinatedeengs sn ®i trshex sgd gtl m ghfgsr uhnk > shnmr bn
protests, state officialshaveb n mr hr sdms kx cdohbsdc ~ qqdrgdrnktgnhsndm 'sqgdhgdr — r
"mc -®d d bhdotonsowingchaoswihthesuppags ne ®gnrshkd engdhfm onvdqgr  ° m

based abroad, and highlightedhe damage topublic and private property that took place during some
protests.

International law and standards

International human rights law prohibits the arbitrary depstion of liberty, including arrest, detention or
imprisonment. Detainees have a right to communicate with the outside world and to receive visits. Torture is
an international crime and its use iprohibited under all circumstances. Statements elicited as result of
torture, ilktreatment or other forms of coercion must be excluded as evidence in criminal proceedings,
except those brought against suspected perpetrators of such abuse.

The right toa fair trial is legally binding on all states as part of stomary international lawThose facing
criminal proceedings must have theight to access legal counsefrom the time of arrest andhroughout the
pre-trial and trial proceedings not to be compdled to testify againsthemselvesor to confess guilt not to be
detained on vague chargesto receivea fair, public hearing before a competent, independent and impartial
tribunal; and to be provided witha public, reasoned judgement

Statesare obligedto conduct prompt, thorough, effective, independent and impéal investigations in
relation to allegedviolations and to bring those responsible to justic&he investigation results should be
published. Victims and their families, as well as other members of society, have the right to know the truth
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about human rights violations Victims of human rights iolationsalso have the right to full and effective
reparationfor harm they have suffered

Recommendations

Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to immediately and unconditionally releasgane
imprisoned solely for peacefully exeising their rights to freedom of expression, association apeaceful
assembly in connection with the November 2019 protests. The authorities must drop any charges stemming
from the peaceful exercise of these huam rightsand ensure that all convictions esulting fromgrosslyunfair
trials are quashed. They must initiate prompt, impartial, independent and effective investigagamto all
allegations of torture and other Hireatment and enforced disappearancewith a view tobringing those
responsible to justice in fair trials.

Given the gravity of the human rights violations perpetrated and the systematic impunity prevailmtyan,
Amnesty Internationakenews itscall on member states of the UN Human Right€ouncil to mandate a UN
led inquiry into the widespread and systematic patterns afassarrests, enforced disappearances, torture
and unfair trials of detainees, as wedls the unlawful killings of protesters and bystanderthat took place
during and in the aftermath of the November 2019 protestwith a view to ensuring accountabilitand
guarantees of norrepetition

The organization also urgeall UN member states to @ll on the Iranian authorities to respect and protect the
rights to freedom of expressn, association and peaceful assembjyring laws into conformity with
international law by repealing or substantially amending vaguely worded provisions of the IsldPgnal

Code disclose the fate and whereabouts of anyone forcibly disappeared in contiea with the November
2019 protests end torture and other ilitreatment, including the practice ofextractingand broadcasting
engbdc ®b;mnddatterconbreterseps to ensure that all trials meet international standards of
fairness.The Iranian aithorities must also be urged to accept request® visitfrom the Special Procedures
of the UN Human Rights Council.
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2.METHODOLOGY AND
BACKGROUND

2.1IMETHODOLOGY

In the context of its ongoing investigation into the repressionanfti-establishmentprotests inNovember
2019, Amnesty International has researchedllegations ofhuman rights violationscommitted by the Iranian
authoritiesagainst those detainedn connection withthe protests.

Between26 November 2019 and 26 August2020, Amnesty Internationaconducted in-depth interviews
with 66 individuals nside Iranand 10 outside the country who were selected on the basis of their
willingness to be interviewedTheyincluded 60 victims of arbitrary arrestenforced disappearanceforture
and other illtreatment or their relativesor close acquaintances two protesters who were in hidingand 14
other informed individualswho had eitherwitnessed orreliably investigated the violations concerned
including protesters and bystandersvho were not arrestedlawyers, medical workers local activistsand
journalists,and teachersof schoolchildren arrested

Based onthesein-depth interviews, Amnesty internationalvas able to documenthe cases of75 individuals
including 68 men and sevenwomen, who were targetedfor arbitrary arrest and detentionenforced
disappearance,and torture or other il-treatmentin connection with the protests

The documented cases were fromi3 provinces Alborz, Ardabil, East Azerbaijan, Esfaharfars,
Kermanshah,Khuzestan,KhorasanRazavi, Kurdistan, Markazi, Mazandaran,Tehranand West Azerbaijan

Amnesty Internationaklso learnedof cases ofdetainedindividualsbelongingtoH g ~ m- r mifority in b g h

Sistan and Baluchetan province but struggled to obtain detailed informationThe organization experienced

similar challenges in documenting the cases of detaineesd k n mf hmf sn Hqg m-r @gv yh @q a
Khuzestan province

Through the interviewsconducted, the organizationwas also iformed about the arrest and tortureand other
ill-treatmert of scoresof children in the provinces ofKermanshah,Kohgiluyeh and BoyetAhmad, Khuzestan
and Kurdistan However, itwas not able to obtain the names of the child victimand access their families to
obtain more detailed information

The vast majority othose interviewed by Amnesty International were in a state of shock, trauma and

indecision for weeks and months aftethe protests took place, as they weighed up tlireyearningto tell their

stories against the fear of reprisals againgteém or their relatives if they did soAmnesty International has

previously documented thatdt g hmf ~ mc hm sgd "~ esdqgql sg ne sgd Mnudl adq
and security bodiesconducted a campaign ofrepression to prevenwictimr - e “ahdhothdrsdfrom talking

to human rights organizations and the media.

All interviews were caducted in Persian,in 69 cases orally andn six cases in writing. Unless otherwise
indicated, Amnesty Iernational has withheld the names of sources interviewénl order to protect their

1 Amnesty Internationallran: At least 23 children killed bysecurity forces in November protests new evidence(Press Release, 4 March
2020), https://www.amnesty.orfen/latest/news/2020/03/irarat-least23-children-killed-by-security-forces-in-novemberprotestsnew-
evidence/ Amnesty InternationalSgd x rgns ntq bghkcgdm9 Jhkkhmfr (Index: MDE D31804/2000m Hq m-r Mnudl
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security. For this reason, this report does not specify tlexacttime, location or means of communication for
the interviews conducted.

Furthermore, due to serious security concerns, in many instancethe names of the victimswhose cases
were documented by Amnesty International as well aketails such asthe name of he city where the acts of
torture and other ilitreatment documented took placeand the exact datewhen they took place have not
been mentioned in the report in oder to ensure that the sources on whose testimonies Amnesty
International has relied cannot b identified.

On 25 November 2019 Amnesty Internationaket up two dedicated telephone numbers and shad these

on its Iranfocused social media channels and tlough widely watchednews channels based outside Iramo
encourage people to contact therganization with information about detentiondn the following days, weeks
and months, the organization receivedwritten text or voicemessagesas well as videogrom several hundred
individualsinside the country,including protesters and bystanders,&mily members, friendsor
acquaintances of those detainedlawyers,medical workers,local journalistsor activists, andsources inside
prisons.

Most oftheseindividuals were not willing tchave an indepth interview withAmnesty International due to
security concerns. However, their writteor voicemessages provided Amnesty International with valuable
information about the profiles ofindividuals detainedand the cicumstances of their arreststhe widespread
ill-treatment of families seeking informatioron the fate and whereabouts of their detained relativethe
presence of security and intelligencegentsat hospitalswhere injured protesters and bystanders were
receiving treatment the conditions ofprisons and detenion centres in variouscities across the country, the
patterns of raids and mass arrests the days and weeks following the protestand the heightened security
atmosphereprevailing in the country.

In order to ascertain the credibility of the informatn received, Amnesty Internationakeplied toevery
individual who contacted the organizationasking themto explainhow they hadbeen impacted orlearned
about the violations they were reporting

The organizationsystematicallycompared the informationreceivedfrom primary and secondary sources on

the patterns ofmass arbitraryarrests, enforced disappearance, torture and other-tleatmentwith the cases

and concerns documentedby other credible uman rights activists and organizationsand with previous

o ssdgmr ne uhnk shnmr c¢cnbtldmsdc hm sgd ngf mhy shnm-r

Throughout the process of researchAmnesty Internationaimaintained close contact with crediblehuman
rights defenders and jounalists based outside Irarwho were working on tk situation of detaineesand had
their own channels of communications with h b s h'| r " mc sysbuocsshniside-prisgsdakd othédr u d
eyewitnesses.

Amnesty International also conducted internet seeines todevelop an understanding of the numbeof
individuals who have been subjected to criminal investigations in connection with the protessce
November 2019,and whose cases hae been reported on byhuman rights organizationsand media outlets
As of 26 August2020, based on information gatheredrom primary and secondary sourceshe organization
had recordedthe names and details oimore than 500 protesters and others, including human rights
defenders, who have been subjected to criminal investitians in connection with the November 2019
proteds.

Amnesty Internationalwas able toobtain and reviewseverallegal documents, includingcourt verdictsand

written orders of prosecutorswhere they were made available to defendants or their lawygees where they

had been obtained by othessources In many cases,judicial and prosecution authoritiedhave refused to

provideindividuals convicted and sentenced with a written copy of thridgementissued against them.

Many detainees havdearned about theirverdictsfrom prison officials either verballyor through a letter

provided to them in prison, whichsimply statd the charges a which they were convictedand the sentence

issued againstthemHm r nl d b~ r dawyers lcaddseentaltowedto revew judgements at a court

office and te&ke written notes (see section 6.1)while, in other cases, lawyers have beesimply informed

throughaletternq "~ m dkdbsgnmhb mnshehb” shnm eqnl ofthgd i tchbh ™ gx-r
charges m which their clients were convicted and the sentence issued against them

The organizationanalysed extensive video footagef the protests verified by itsDigital Verification Corps,
which showed Iranian security forces usinfprce, including lethal force,againg protesters and bystanders
and subjecting them toviolenceduring the protests, as well asluring arrest and transfer to detention
facilities
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Amnesty Internationakeviewed official statementdy the authoritiespublished in state-owned andstate-
affiliated news agenciesn Iran and searched for and analysed videos that were broadcast state television
ognuhchmf sgd ° t sgn qshewinddetaineesdangkingwhanwere@resénted ass r ~ mc
®onfessions.

On 19 August2020, Amnesty Internatbnal wrote tothe president,Hassan Rouhani, andhe head of the
judiciary, Ebrahim Raisidetailing its concerns in relation to human rights violations committed against those
detained during or in the aftermath of the protests, ahseeking comments and tarifications including on

any measures taken to address thm. No responsehad beenreceivedby the time of publication. Amnesty
International will continue to seek opportunities to discuss its concerns anecommendationswith the

Iranian authorities.

Amnesty Internationakxpres®s deep gratitudeto and admiration forall the courageouspeoplewho
contacted the organization to sharetteq n v m panfuleeridnges. -

2.2BACKGROUND

On 15 November 2019, following a sudden announcement by the govenent abouta significant overnight
increasein the price of fuel, tens of thousands of people across Iran took to the streets in proté&srly on,
protesterswent on marches,conducted sit-ins, boycottedpetrol stations created traffic jams with their cas
and handed out flowers to security forcesThe focus of theprotests quickly expandedrom concerns about
the price of fuel to broader grievances against the politicastablishment generatingdemands for

sqgq mrengl  shnm ne smg,dclddingconstitptional reboms dndh a lerid to khe Islamics d
Republic system.

Hg  m-r r dbespgndes kyaoting swiftly to crush the protestswhich lasted untl 19 November,
using unlawful force, including live ammunition, birdshgtmetal pellds, tear gasand water cannonsagaing
protesters and bystanders.

Almost as soon as the protests started, the authorities implemented a neéatal internetshutdown, which
stopped people inside Iran frombeing able toshare images and videos of the lethatrackdown with the rest
of the world.The internet did not start to return unti1l Novemberand did not return to full connectivity
until several days late®

Although most of thedemonstrations started peacefullynisome instances,some protesters tuned to stone

throwing against security forcesr engaged in acts of vandalism Hq ™  m-r | hmhr sgqx ,ine hmsdghngq
the course of the protests, rare than 50 police stations, 731 banks, 7@etrol stations and nine religious

centres wereset on fre or otherwisedamaged as were 183 police vehicles,34 ambulances,307 private

cars, and 1,076 private motorcycles'

Amnesty Internationalhac nbt | d msdc sgd b rdr ne 2/3 I dm+ vnldm "~ mc bg
forces during the protestawhile noting that the real number of those killed is likely much highé&rThe vast

majority of those killed died from gunshot wounds to their headseoks, chest and hearts, indicating that the

security forces were shooting to kill. Thousands of others wereuirgd.

According to extensive research, including video analysis, conducted by Amnesty Internatiomaglmost all
of the protests, there is ncevidence that people were in possession of firearms or that they posed an
imminent threat to life that would hae warranted the use of lethal forcey security forces

Amnesty Internationals aware ofonly two neighbourhood-levelprotests, both in Mahshar, Khuzestan
province, that involved gunfire being exchanged between several armed protesters and securitgef®r
resulting in the death of one Revolutionary Guasafficial and one police officerEven during these two

2 Amnesty InternationalHg ° m9 Cds  hkr qgqdkd rdc ne 2/ 3 cd’ sgr ctqht((PfessRgeasedr sr rhw | nmsg
20 May 2020), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/05/iradetailsreleasedof-304-deaths-during-protestssix-months-after-

security-forceskilling-spreef Amnesty International Jran: At least 23 chidren killed by security forces in November protests new evidence

(Press Release, 4 March 2020)https:/www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/03/iraat-least 23-children-killed-by-security-forces-in-
novemkter-protestsnew-evidence/ Amnesty Internationallran: More than 100 protesters believed to be killed as top officials give green

light to crush protests(Press Release, 19 November 2019)yww.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/11/iramore-than-100-protesters
believedto-be-killed-as-top-officials-give-greenlight-tocrush-protests/

30oni,®& m- r -widedntement blackout: Measurement data and technical observationss 12 Mnudl adg 1/ 08+
https://ooni.org/post/2019iran-internet-blackout/

“Hr k> 1 hb Qdot ak hb atteidptofs g@f duntbkxk+” h@nsrgds n dwokncd sgd k> qgqfdrs f > r s’ mj hm nmd
https://www.irna.ir/news/83570589(in Persian).

5 Amnesty Internationallran: Details of 304deaths in crackdown on November 2019 protest20 May 2020 (Index: MDE 13/2308/2020).
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incidents, based on the testimonies of surviving protesters and video footage analysed by Amnesty
International, the security forces did not coifie their use of lethal force to those posing an imminent threat
to life as there is evidence that they also shhatand killed unarmed protesters who were posing no threét.

Based on state media reports, Amnesty International has calculated that a totbfiee members of the
security forces were killed during the protests.

% These took place in the neighbourhood of Chamran (also known as Jarrahi) on 18 November 2016 #re neighbourhood of Taleghani
(also known as Koureh) on 18 November 2019 and laetl into the early hours of 19 November 2019See: Amnesty International lran:
Details of 304 deaths in crackdown on November 2019 protes{(index: MDE 13/2308/2020).

"Gnkx Cdedmrd Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Fdsshmf sn | nben201B, htips/bitlyé@2mhjK9gE(irsPgrdian); - gs xgr ne sgd
S am’ pitof c@lhanderinrbghde+ Rk 1 h+ vhsg sgd e | hkx ne Ihitpg:Abitlg36s4dzh(nc dedmcdc rdbt g
Odgrh > m(: Hrk> 1l hb Qdotakhb Mdvr @f dmbx+ f®Lbqéergb@dypm Rhohdbexhr L1/r Mhadk ar
https://bit.ly/2TkbwbY(in Persian); MizanN mk h md Md v r @f dimbogxstx g&E “d "hxk hsdgh entesd sn Lngsdy  Daq ghlh

17 December 2019, https://bit.ly/2Tidbyn' hm Odqgr h™> m(: S  r mhl Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Sgd uhrhs ne | > mm sh
Daq’  ghl bvember 29, HHps://bit.ly/2XbLZT\in Persian); Mashreg Mdvr + ®Ehk| 9 Etmdg  k ne rdbtghsx |~ gsx:¢
November 2019, https://bit.ly/3e4kK3U(in Persian); and MhrMd vr @f d mbx + ®Uhr hs vhsg sgd e |l hkx ne ° rdbt

Q' yh Tmhudgr hsx hm Jdgqgl https:/ehgnews.cadn/xQL3ginPerdiaa)d g 1/ 0 8 +
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3.ARBITRARRRESTS
ANIDETENTSN

® was on my way to work when | wagsisbsibmach. |
had surgery in hospgalemove the bulldthen | was
discharged, security fofcesee waiting inside the
hospital to arrest me.yhere arrestirgyeryonatfter
their discharge. In the detententre, there were mar
people with gunshot wounds

A individual frdfaraj, Alborz proyiwt® was on his way tawbiklovember 2@18en he walsoand then
arbitrarily arrested and detfinsdveral days

Evidence gathered by Amnesty Internationahowsthat many of thearrests anddetentions that took place in
connection with the November 201%ationwide protests were arbitraryas individuals were targetedolely
for peacefully exercising their rights treedom of expression, association angeacefulassembly In

addition, Amnesty International believes thain virtually all cases, the arrests and detentions carried out in
connection with the protestsviolateddue processguarantees which would also remer the arrests and
detentions arbitrary andresult in unfair trials(for more information, see chapter 6).

AlthoughHg > m-r Bnmr shst shnm °~ mc B ffoctlee rightto liBegtyréstniative lovegnb dct gd o
broad and vaguely wordegbrovisions in the Islamic Penal Code and other laws give rise to arbitrary arrests

and detentiors. In addition, once in custody,detainees are notaffordedlegal protections in line vth

international human rights standards. For example, theode ofCriminal Procedure does not provide for the

accused to be broughtpromptly before an independent and impartial judicial authoritysuch asa judge,

following arrest. Insteadit requires tham to be taken tothe investigator in the case, whee officeis located

within the office of the prosecutorand therefore lacks the necessarindependence, objectivity and

impartiality. This effectively means that the samauthority whoissues the detentiororder also approves it,

gdronmcr sn °~ cds  h nokled, and deqedninesdhetber isshould be exdendedt leayas u

detainees without a meaningful opportunity to challenge the lawfulness of ithéetention

In the case of those detainedn relation to the November 2019 protests, some detainees were reten
brought before the investigator for days or weeks following their arrestscontravention of Article 185 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, which statethat the period in whichthe accused may be detainedbefore
being brought before the investigator should not exceed 24 houfs.

8 For more information, see Amnesty Inteational, Iran: Flawed reforms: Iran's new code of criminal procedur@ndex: MDE
13/2708/2016).
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3.1MASS ARRESTS

During and in the aftermath ofthe protests- H golica andintelligence andsecurity forces arrested
thousands of men, women and childrenThose arrestedincluded peaceful protesters and bystanders
among whom wereschoolchildrenas young asl0 years old Othersarbitrarilytargeted for arrestin
connection with the protestseither duringthem or in the weeks that followedwere student activists, media
workers, includingjournalists covering the evets, and human rights defenders including thosebelonging to
ethnic minority groups

The Iranian authoritieshave notreleasedofficial figures onthe number of people arrested. However, on 25
November 2019, Hossein Naghavi Hosseinia member of parliament and thespokespersonofHg * m- r
parliamentary committee for national security and foreign policstated that around 7,000 peoplenad been
arrested.® Independent media reports suggesd that the number of those arrested wagar higher.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdrd >  qbg r gnvivedaygofmotebsts mx ne sgd
but, in the days and weekghat followed, the pattern ofmass arrests continued, particularly in provincethat

had suffered high death tollsn a context in whichthe authoritieshad stationed significant numbers of

security vehicles and personnel in public places to deter further protests.

Intelligence and security forces identiéd individuals whohad participated in protests through images taken
by surveillance cameras and carried out raidsncluding at night, into homes tacarry outarress. People
were also arrested at their workplace pin the cases of some children, at their schools.

In many cases,the arrests were carried out in a violent manner, with intelligence and security offisia
beatingthose arrestedand shoving them into vans. In some cases, security forces brandishéarms
during arrest.

According to cases reported to Amnesty Internanal as well asofficial statements andnformation publicly

available in differentnews and human rights websites, the arrests took pladem 17 ne Hqg m-r 20 oqgnuh
including in Alborz, Ardabil,Boushehr, East Azerbaijan, Esfahan, Far&ilan, Golestan Hamedan,

Hormozgan,llam, Kerman, Kermanshah, Kurdistan, Khorasan RazaWhorasan South Khuzestan,

Kohgiluyeh and BoyeiAhmad, Lorestan,Markazi, Mazandaran,Qazvin Semnan, Sistan and Baluchestan

Tehran, West AzerbaijanYazdand Zanjan.

Amnesty Inernational obtained an oftial documentfrom a source inside Iranthat sheds light on the large
number of people who were swept up in mass arrests even in small citid$e legalorder dated 20 January
2020 and issued byan investigator inthe office of hie prosecutorin the city of Behbahan, Khuzestan
province, records thatin this small city alone'® over 1,000 people were arrested in connection with the
protests The document notes that the vast majoritwere subsequently released due to lack of evideac
against them.lIt also lists thecharges brought against.24 named individuals who were either held in
custody or released on bail in connection with the protestand instructs that37 be referredfor trial and that
the chargesagainst theremaining 87 be dropped.

According to eyewitnesses interviewed by Amnesty Internationacsrity and intelligence forcesincluding
paramilitary Basij forcesmaintained a heavy presence in hospitaland medical centres across the country

in some places reportedly fizing hospital managersto provide them with lists of names ogbatients admitted
with injuries consistent withthe impact offirearms, birdshot or beatingsand violentlyarrestedmany injured
protesters and bystanderdrom hospitals whilethey wereseeking medical careor immediately afterthey
weredischarged One man from Karaj, Alborz province, who was on his way to work on 17 November 2019
when he was shot and arbitrarily arrested andetained told Amnesty International:

®H v r nm | x wasshotinsthe stenmmachj | was @ ghock Bind initially thought | had been hit with

a stun gyrbut then | realised | was bleeding from my stomach. | looked around me and saplsany other pe

had also been shot, iir theads and neckbad surgery indpital to remove the bullet. When | was

discharged a few days later, security forces in plain clothes were waiting inside the hospital to arrest me. | was
detained for several dayd then released on bail. The security forces were arresting evérgone aft

discharge from hospital. In the detention centre, there were many people with gunshot wounds and other
hmi tghdr - "~

¢ Entekhab,@aghavi HosseiniThe arrests of approximately 7,000 people in thenrests in Iran", November 26, 2019

https://www.entekhab.ir/fa/news/514774(in Persian)

Y@bbngchmf sn Hg m-r k> rs bdmrtr+ vghbg v r b’ qqbuebsterofitre Sthtistical / 05+ Adga g r
Centre of Iran:https://www.amar.org.ir/
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According to information provided to Amnesty Internatiohly informed sourcesinside Iranand
documented by other human rights grops,* across the country, a number ofournalists as well associal
media users were arrestedor summoned for questioning for reportingn the protestsor commenting on
socialmech® ~ants sgd “tsgnqghshdr- bg bjcnvm-

For example, on 22 November 2019, jornalist Mohammad Mosaedwas arrested from his home over a
tweet he had posted on 18 November 2019 about the nedotal internet shutdown imposed by the
authorities. He was detainehm Sdgq  m-r Duhm oghrnm adengd adhmf qgdkd rd

Evenlranian journalistsbased abroad, such as thosavorking for Ukbased Persianlanguage news
organizations faced intimidation harassmentand threats of kidnappingfor their reporting of the protests as
authoritiessummoned for interrogation their bin-based relatives to pressure them to stop their work.

Consistent with a longstanding pattern, the authoritiedsoused the heightened secuty atmosphereand the
pretext of the protestgo arbitrarily arrestand detain members ofethnic minority groups including activists
who face entrenched discrimination, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijahirks and Kurds even when they
had nottaken patt in the protests.

MQ@H5AN KAVOUSI

Writer, researcher and documentary filmmakét Mozhgan
Kavousit e g n |Kuréislh mimority, was arrested on 18
November 2019 by the intelligence unit of the Revolutiona
Guards at her home in the city of Noshahr, Mazandaran
province, primarily in connection with her writings on socia
media about the November 201%rotests*

She wastaken to a detention centre run by thentelligence
unit of the Revolutionary Guardsé Sari, Mazandaran
province, where she was held in prolonged solitary
confinement andinterrogated without a lawyer present.

T She was transferred to Noshahr gon on 10 December
Mozhgan Kavousi @Private 2019 before being released on bail on 19 Decembe019.

Following an unfair trial which took place before Branch of the Revolutionary Court in Noshahr around
mid-December2019, during the final days of her detentionshe was convicte ne ®r oqd " c
“f > hmrs s'gndc r&hrnsbdlls hmf odnokd sn chr dntcansectisngvih |
two postson her Instagram account aboutthe Nodeadq 1/ 08 ognsdrsr ~ mc
the purpose of disruptii  m™ s hnm™ k r d bt q hre Kurdishh Demdrmtio Pedtypof Ilepam
Kurdish opposition partyof which she was briefly a member several years ago

She was sentenced to fie years and nine months in prison. Shdid not have access to a lawyeat trial.
On 11 March 2020, an appeal court increased her sentence to six years, four months and 15 days, of
which she will have to serve three year8.She was rearrested on 19 May 22D and transferred to
Sdgq m-r Dsehlverhergprgshirsentancs. n

Mozhgan Kavausi is a prisoner of consciencemprisonedsolely for exercising her rights to freedom of
expression, association and peaceful assembly.

11 Reporters Without Borders@®ran: Open season on journalists after deadly crackdown on protestd December 2019,
https://rsf.org/en/newsl/iraropen-seasonjournalistsafter-deadly-crackdown-protests

2 Radio Zamaneh ®The arrest of journalist Mohammad Mosaed for his twieduring the internet blackoti, 23 November 2019,
https://www.radiozamaneh.com/47574&in Persian) Islamic Republic News Agency®The case file of Mohammad Mosaed will be

investigated by the internet dmes prosecution, 5 December2019, https://plus.irna.ir/news/83581225/(in Persian) Radio Farda,

®ournalist Mohammad Mosaed was released from prison on baiv December 2019, https://www.radiofarda.com/a/30312751.htm(in

Persian)

13 To watch the trailerof Mahf * m J > untr h-r c n blivdaboutshe gurdiskelanguage, spfoduked ia 2017, see:

https://www.aparat.com/iwubfR (in Persian).

“Jtgchrs " m Gtl " m Qhfgsr Mdswmnyjun®Ih gchgdr vdjdshlm 4¢@d mngsg ne Hg m + 2/ N
http://kurdistanhumanrights.net/fa/?p=10744in Persian).

BJtgchrs ™  m Gtl " m Qhfgsr Mdsvngj+ ®Sgd rdmsdmbd ne Lnygf " m J untrh v r hmt
http://kurdistanhumanrights.net/fa/?p=12268in Persian).
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According toinformation gathered by Amnesty Internationain a coordinated campaign targeting Azerbaijan
Turkic activists,intelligence and security officials made threatening phone calls severalAzerbaijani Turkic
activistswhile the protests were ongoingvarning them not toparticipate or else they would face arrest

AZERBAIJANI TURKIC ACTIVISTS

e =

From top left to bottom Agbar Mohajétghammad Mahm&helin Barzegddavoud Shiri, Ayoub Shiri, Nasser Kholousi, Safjale&hahiri
Hosseini Moghaddam @ Private

Akbar Mohajeri Babak Hosseini MoghaddamNasser KholousiMohammad Mahmoudj Sajjad Shabhir;
Shahin Barzegar brothers Ayoub Shiriand Davoud Shirj and several othemctivistsfrom the Azerbaijani
Turkic ethnic minority were arrested from their homes gslaces of work in the provinces of East
Azerbaijan and West Azerbaijan inoordinated raids byplain-clothes agents fromthe ministry of
intelligenceeither while the protests wee ongoingbetween 15 and 19 November 201%r in the weeks
that followed eventhough none of them had participated in the protestsSome were arrested in a violent
manner andbeaten during arrest.

They were all heldn a ministry of intelligence detentiortentre in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan province, for
over twomonths. Some were hkl in solitary confinement the entire time, while others were held for a
short period in solitary confinement and then in cells with other detainees. None were allowed access
lawyerduring this time. They weretransferred to Tabriz prison eound the beginning of February 2020

For months after their arrests, their families were denied information about the reasons for their arrest
their exact location.The prosecution athorities told their familieshat the arrests were asecurity matter
and, therefore, they hal no intention of providing them with any information. They said they could deta
them for as long as they wantednd that they were not allowed lawyers

Some of their family members were harassethtimidated and detained for short period when seeking
information about them and one was tolthat the families should stop looking for them as they were all
going to be executed.

The men were interrogated and questioned about peaceful activities such as communicating with othe
Azerbaijani Tukic activistsor with groups outside Iran

According to information available to Amnesty Internationahterrogators tried to force albf them to give
®bnmedrr hnmr sg’ s owmaaudedo esuch®d o me W whild diHerswelre
forced todo sounder conditionsamounting totorture and other illtreatment, including prolonged solitan
confinement and intentional deprivation of medical treatment, as well &lse promises that their cases
would be swiftly resolvedTheywere forcedseparately to rad incriminating statements that their
interrogators had written on a white board behind a video camera and were filmed while doing so.
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They were all releasedeparatelyon bail betweenthe end of Februaryand beginning ofMarch 2020
pending trial. None wee allowed a lawyer until days before their trial.

On 14 May 2020, Branch 1 of the Revolutionary Court in Tabrieonvicted Mohammad Mahmoudiof
®rogd > chmf ogno f mc™ “~f hmrs sgd rxrsdl ~ mc
Mohammad Mahmoudinor his lawyer was given a copy of the verdict.

Rg ™  ghm A" g waséplitinto twosepanatd trials.On 9 June 2020, he stood trial before Branch

112 of CriminalCourt2h m S" aqhy enq ®c hr beforeBranchfl ofdshe Revdiubonanyq
Bntqs hm S aqghy enq ®roqd chmf oqno f > mc”> °~f°
otqonrd ne chr gt o ©hJuner?020hhe ciimikal cout acqudgtédhim of -

®c hr st gah mf.Owllddy BORO, thecRewdlgtionary Couracquitedhimn e ®1 d1 adq
fgnto vhsg sgd ot gqonr d nbetsentence him® bnafearim pssbnfan ™ k
®preading propaganda against the x r sid relation to his writings on his Instagram accourdalling for
the release of Azerbaijani Turkic prisoners held for politically motivated reas@msl expressing solidarity
with their families

Babak Hosseini Moghaddam r b~ r d v ° r separaté thass O Ih Suty 202, following a trial
that took place on 14 July 2020,Branch 1 of the Revolutionary Court in T&iz convicted him of

®l dl adgrgho ne °~ fgnto vhsg sgd amseqgtencediimtosx c h
months in prison. He was acquitedo®r o gd ~ c hmf o qgn o~ fs dn¢lissecofidcdsenr <
remainsopenons gd bg gf d ne ®c hbeferéBlaadn &l of Cimankl®obrt 2in g abdzc

@xnta Rghgh-r b sepdratetrials Folowikgla sial Wwhils took @acenon 23 June 2020
before Branch 112 of Giminal Court 2in Tabriz,he was convictedn ec h& st qahmf ot ak
sentenced to one year in prisomnd 74 lashes suspended forone year.The court also stated that, due t
the outbreak of COVIBLY in Iran and the increase in the price of sanitaritems and shortage of persona
protective equipment and sanitary products such as masks, gloves, detergents, alcohol wipes and otf
materials, he was sentenced to purchase 10 milliorials worth of theseitems under the supervision of th
office of theprosecutor in Tabriz and in ceordination with the State Welfare Organization of Iran and th
Imam Khomeini Relief FoundationAfter asecond trialwhich took place before Branchl of the
Revdutionary Court in Tabrizn 14 July 2020, he wasacquitted of &preading propaganda against the

r x r s, dut sentenced to two years in prisofor® | d | a d gfra grbup with the purpose of disrupting
m> s hn m® k relaiénttogviiiasthe court said verehis®d s g mhb nghdmsdc "~ bs

Sajjad Shahirihasbeenchqf dc vhsg ®Il dl adgrgho ne °~ fqgnto
r d bt ,dir bistrial has yet to take place.

In the cases in which individualshave beencharged with® | d|1 adgr gho ne ~ fqnt
chr gt oshmf m,the hutharitiels haveddied tp Imake clean which group they arealleging
that the men are membersIn charge sheets and court verdicts, the authorities hawecused the men of
using groups to share information on Telegram and with news organizations outsiida but have
conflated two separateentities and written them next to each otheras if theywere one group GAMAC
(Turkish acronym forSouth AzerbaijanNational Liberation Front), which is a group based outside Iran
that postsglobal and regionahews soriesonline, and GAMT (Turkish acronym forindependent activists
of the national movement of Azerbaijan), which is &elegram channelthat sharesnews stories about,
among otherissues, politics and human rights violation® Iran, including those sufferel by the
Azerbaijani Turkic minority.The men have all denied being members of either entity.

As 0of 26 August2020, the trials of the other men hd yet to take place All remained at liberty pending
trial or appeal

If they wereimprisoned, Amnesty Interndional would considereach ofthe men tobe a prisoner of
conscience, as they have beeuetained solely for peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of
expression, associabn and assembly, including through their advoazy for the rights of the Azerbgani
Turkic ethnic minority.

The authoritiesalsos * qf dsdc sgd e Il hkhdr ne ®v msdc  ognsdrsdgr vgn
hmshl hc shnm+ “~gahsg gx "qgdrs "mc cdsdmshnm sn ots oqdr
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over to the aithorities® They similarly targeted the families ofrptesters and human rights defenders who
were already in detention to put pressure on them to give writtenorvidgad bngcdc ®Bnmedrr hnmr = -

Dds™ hmddr - glsbkubjecteditalharassndeqt énd itimidation, including by being summoned and
taken into custody for interrogation by intelligence and security officials, and threatened with arrest and
detention if theykept seeking information on the whereabouts or status of relativesbjected to
incommunicado detention or enforced disappearancer publicly spoke outabout ther situation®

In one case, four relatives of detained\zerbaijani Turkic activisMeysam Jolaniwere themselves detained
and charged in relation to their search for information alb him. Subsequently, his mother and sister were
bnmuhbsdc ne ®chrstgahmf otakhb ngcdg  ~mc ®hmrtkshmf ne

In the weeks following the protestsAmnesty International documented arrests of individuals for attending
commemorationsheldfors gnr d j hkkdc ax Hqg mprotests. thiategpbrdexissueshbybdr ct g h mf
an investigator inthe office of the prosecutor in Behbahan, which Amnesty International reviewed, some of

the peaceful activities that the prosecution authorities citetd charge individuals with national security

related crimes included attending and lighting candles atommemorations to mark the 40 day following

the deaths of protesters killed.

For several months after the protests, Amnesty Internationsds contacted by individuals who were in hiding
inside the muntry or had fled to a neighbouring country because securignd intelligenceforces had
repeatedly visited their homes in an attempt to arrest them for taking part in the protesdsnnesty
International ako learned of at least one case where an individuwas convicted and sentenced in their
absence after they had fled the country

3.2CHILDREN DETAINED

According to information provided to Amnesty International lspurces includinghuman rightsdefenders
and teachersinside Iran, as well asreports fromindependent mediaand human rightsorganizationsoutside
the country, securityand intelligenceforces arrested hundreds of childreracross the country some as
young as10, during and in the aftermath of theprotestsand subjected many of then to incommunicado
detention

State officialshave confirmedin their statementsthat children under 18 were among those arrestedut have
refusedto provide specific figuresand downplayed the scale ofuch arrests On 24 December 2019, the
Telegram channel of Amar Cybedeadquarters which is believedto be linked to security bodiesreported
that 116 children, aged @etween 15 and 18, were arrested by the ministry of intelligence and detained in
juvenile correctioral facilities 1

Om 20 Cdbdl adq 1/ @mkespéispnGhelamhossein Bsindili, stptt ®&Jp until two weeks
ago, only two or three [children] were in detention and the rest had been released. At the same time, the
cases of these two or three [chilémm] were to be immediatelydecided upon | doubt that any of these
[children] are still being detained at thejuvenile correctional facility .2°

In a statementmade on 11 January 2020, Ali Asghar Jahangirthetheng d ° ¢ s @risdthg Organization
a state body that falls under the supervision of theead of the judiciary and is charged with the management
of the affairs of all prisons, detention centres and their affiliated bodi&sindicated that the casesof some of
the children arrestedwere still not resolved. Hesaid: ® very small number of children are being held in
juvenile correctional facilities and their cases are currently being decided upof®

Contrary toofficial statements, reports received byAmnesty Internationaraise concerns thathundreds of
children were arrestedand detainedin the provinces of Kermanshah, Khuzestan and Kurdistan aloffier
their real orsuspected participation in protests

6 See section 4.3for more detailed findings regarding tbse concerns.

7 See section3.4 for more detailed findings regarding tbse concerns.

18 See, for example, the case of Azerbaijani Turkic activists above and the case of Meysam Jolani in Sectian 6.3

1 Amar Cyber Headgarters Telegram channel® ounterrevolutionary affiliates in the riots 24 December 2019,
https://t.me/amarha/12989(in Persian)

20 Khabar Online,®Vhat happened to the arrests of November? / The response of fhdiciary spoke® d g r, Blrbecember 2019,
https://www.khabaronliner/news/1337159 (in Persian)

2 The official name of the Prisons Organization fbe State Prisons and Security and Corrective Maa®s Organization(www.prisons.iJ.

2 Jranian Labour News Agency®n an interview withILNA, the head of the Prisons Organization announced/ The latest situation of the
detainees from the November protests 11 Januarty 2020, https://www.ilna.news/fa/tiny/new856599 (in Persian)
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According to reports frominformed sources insile and outsidelran, scores of schoolchildrensome as
young as 1, werearrested inMariwan, Kurdistan provinceAmnesty Internationalearned that teachers
from severalschools inMariwanreportedarrests of studentsfrom their schook.

The sources also told the organization thagns ofchildren, some as young as 12 were arrested inthe cities
of Sanandajand Saqqgez both in Kurdistan province and transferred to the juvenile correctional facility in
Sananda,.

In the city of Kermanshah Kermanshah province, dozens of children wersimilarly arresed and held with
little or no access to their familiegn detention centres belonging to the police and the intelligence unit of the
Revolutionary Guardsaccording toinformed sources

Ahwazi Arab human rightdefendersand civil societyorganizations otside Iran reported thathundreds of
children between the ages ohine and 17 were arrested anddetained inthe city of Ahvaz Khuzestan
province. They added that due to overcrowding inuvenile correctional facilities that resulted from hundreds
of arreds, some children were detained in police stationschools and detention facilities belonging to the
Revolutionary Guard®r the Basij paramilitary forcein many casesalongside adults.

Informed sourcesfrom Kohgiluyeh and BoyetAhmad provincealso told Amnesty International thatin the
weeks following the protestssecurity forces arrested dozens of children agebetween11 and 17 in the
small city of Likakin the province 2 Uniformed police and plain clothes agentarrestedsome children from
their homes, while others were removed from their classroom#én informed source told the organization
that, during arrest,security agents removing children from classrooms beat anded stun guns against
them to deliver electric shocksAccording to informationgathered by Amnesty International,lathe children
were initially detained in a police station in Likakvhere they were interrogated withow guardian orlawyer
present and subjected to torture and other iltreatmentincluding through beatings. Folloving interrogations,
they were transferred toeither a juvenile correctional facility in the city of Yasupr to the prison in the city of
Dehdasht both in Kohgiluyehand BoyerAhmad province.Some were held alongside adults, putting them at
increased riskof abuse.According to an informed sourcenterviewed by Amnesty Internationaivhen the
children emerged from detention weeks latewn bail, they bore psychologicasigns of tauma, including
behavioural changessuch as aggression andoss of interest inschoolwork

From testimonies provided to the organization as well as independent media repo&snesty International
understandsthat, as with the cases of many dined adults the authorities sethigh bail amounts of up to
10 billion Rial ($56,500) for child detainees which consequently delayedeleases

ABOLFAZL KARIMI

Teenage protester Abolfazl Karimvas arrested in aviolent
manner by agents from the intelligence unit of the

‘ Revolutionary Guardsn Nassimshahr, Tehran province, or
20 November2019 in connection with his participation in
the protestsin Nassimshahr He was 17 years old at the
time of arrest.

In a letter written from insidethe Greater Tehran Central
Penitentiaryin July 2020 and seen by Amnesty
International, he described howat the time of his arrest,
Revolutionary Guards officials punched him in his face ar
stomach, and hit him on his head with a guncausing him
injuries to his head andresulting in bleeding. They then

- R put a sack over his head, violently pushed him into aan
Teenage protester Abolfazl Karimi @ Private and took him to a Revolutionary Guards detention centre
Nassimshahr.

There, he wrote, the interrogators questioned him while blindfolded about his role in the protests and,
when he stated that he had done nothing wrong, they started beating him aler his body. He recalled
sg s+ “esdq ad shmf ghl eng “ants " m gnodg sd
®bnmedrrdc  sn adhmf h m potestsrthkrtorturenvouldrstep. Theyfthembouo
his hands and feet and forced him to spend the night lying on a cold tiled floor.

2 There is no specific information on the population of Likakinvdud g+ ~bbngchmf sn Hg m-r k' rs bdmrtr+ v
A gl > -h Bntmsx+ sgd b ohs >k ne vghbg hr Khj  j + ugty 9,857 peopledivedihs hnm ne 27
urban areas and 17,869 lived in rural areas. See the website of the Statistical Centre of Ifztps://www.amar.org.ir/
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The next day, Abolfazl Karimi wasansferred to Section 2A of Evin prison in Tehran, where he said he
was held inprolonged solitary confinement without access to his family or a lawyer 80 days. He was
subjected to further beatings during the transfer. In Evin prison, he faced renewed interrogations, whic
he said were accompanied by various forms of psychological tortunecluding threats to arrest his
mother and rape his girlfriend During this period, he was only allowed to call his family once.

Abolfazl Karimi was subsequently transferred tbhe Greater Tehran Central Penitentiarwhere he
remains.

Two separate juitial cases were brought againshbolfazl Karimi On 3 May 2020, e was convicted by
Ag  mbg 15 ne sgd Qdunktshnm gx Bntgs hm Sdggq"’
m shnm  k rdbtghsx~ “~mc ®r oqgd’ c henfencedgontveo’ydars m prison
and four hours of daily communityservice for a period of six months. The prison sentence was
subsequently reduced on appeal to one year and six months in prison. On 4 July 2020, he was convic
by Branch 101 of Crimiral Caurt2h m M™ r r h lcrhg 'sg g arhenf® ot ak hbnmgc d

®cdrsqt bshnm ne senteackdtidl5 peqgraim misps. Xhis sentence was reduced on

appeal to nine months in prison and a fine

Abolfazl Karimi denied the charges braght against him. In his letter, he wrote:

@ participated in tipeotests on 16 November becausenaf#asén fuel and food prices and the ¢

sg s H e bdc ctd sn Hg m-r onng dbnmnl hb

main breadwinner in our Borily expenses wgreatethanmy incomand seeing my ailing mothe

fatdg rteedq b trdc |Id o hmf£ H inhmdc sgd

and the majority of people in my neigghonc ehmc nt grdkudr hm- "~

3.3STATUSDETAINEES

As of 26 August 2020, the Iranian authoritieshad not provided any specific informationabout the number of

people who remain detained in connection with the protestthe charges they faceor the status of their
cases.

Nm 20 Cdbdl adqg 1/ 08+ sjgditiary, Gholandhosseith Esmailpavenawagke€q = m- r

statement about the fate of the detainees, in which he said

®he majority of the investigationsaffiteeof therosecutor have beempleteend the majoritythé
detainees have beeleasedlhe bargesgainsinanyndividualsave beetroppedRegarding those

individualagainst whotinereweresignificant grounfsr legal actiofihdictments have been issudteby

relevanprosecutar In some provinces, trials laéreadyaken placedher trials wiboortake placeOnce

thecriminal proceedings launched againsaitteetorsand rioterashocaused the burning of public
resources and propertyagainsthe main actors witheign linkareconcludedye will inforrthe
public?*

On 11 January 2020, thethen head ofH g * Rrnisoms Organization Ali Asghar Jahangir, saicimilarly. @All
thosearrested have been dealt with. Some hge been referred to courts as deemed necessary arad

considerable numberhave been release . He did not specify how many werereleased on bailor how many

had been releasedafter their investigations were closedHe added thatonly®© e d v h montimuedhto t

be detainedpending the referral of their cases taourt.?®

Based on information gathered by Amesty International fromvictims and theirfamilies, as well as
information available from independent human rights groups outside Iran, Amnesty International has

recordedthe names and details ofnore than 500 protesters and others, including human rightslefenders,

who have been subjected to criminal investigations in connection with the November 2019 protests.
Amnesty International believes that the real number of individuals prosecuted and sentenced in cection

Ckr T

with the November 2019 protests is far lgher, given the large number of arrests carried out and the patterns
of prosecution and sentencing in the country in cases of arbitrary arrests and detention involving intelligence

and security bodies.

24 Khabar Online,®Vhat happened to the arrests of November? / €mesponse of the judiciary spokes d g r, Blrbecember 2019,
https://www.khabaronlinen/news/1337159 (in Persian)

% Jranian Labour News Agency®The latest situation of the detainees from the Noweer protests’, 11 January 2020,
https://www.ilna.news/fa/tiny/news856599 (in Persian).
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Prison terms meted out to those convicted have rangdtbm between one month and 10 years for vague or

rotgqhntr m shnm k rdbtghsx bg qfdr rtbg ~r ®f sgdghmf "~ m
rdbtghsx + ®roqd chmf oqno f mc™ ~f hmrs sgd mexrsdl + ®c
Leadeg -

As 0of26 August2020, at least three of the recorded individuals had been sentenced to death after a grossly
unfair trial in which they were convictedo®d ml h s x ° f mohanmebe$) thi®ugls acts of arson and
vandalism Their death sentenes were suspended in July 2020 aftethe Supreme Court agreed to consider
their case for jidicial review(see section 6.2)

More than a dozen known to Amnesty Internationald been sentenced to flogging in addition to prison
terms, andat least twoof them had had their flogging sentences implementeds of 26 August 2020(for
information on theunfair nature of thetrials, see chapter 6)

Someof those convicted and sentencedo prison termshave been in detentionsince their arrest in
November 2019.0f those who werereleased temporarily pending trialkome were lateiimprisoned following
their conviction Othersare currently at liberty butare going through appeal processes drave had their
convictions and sentences upheld on appeal andre at risk of being summonedat any timeto begin serving
their sentencesin prison.

3.4VAGUEPURIOBND UNSUBSTANTIATED
CHRGES

Charges routinely used against those detained in connection with the protests of November 2019 are drawn

from the Islamic Penal Code and hee included®c hr gt os hmf ot ak h@®f ‘nsgecddggh mf' @gechbkd 5
colluding to commit crimes against national d bt g h s x =~ and@yl sdhl bakddg r5g0h/o( ne ~ fgnto vhs
otgonrd ne chr gt o@Hiaef499MThs definiionkof thedelcihas bomtravene the

principle of legality as they are overly broad and vague and allow the authorities to appém arbitrarily to

restrict the peaceful exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.

Other charges from the Islmic Penal Code which have been used to prosecute protesters have included

®rogd - chmf oqgno’ fs'dnhc ' @q,Dimbnksd ks4ghdimfr xsgd Rt oqdl d Kd cdgq ™
®hmrt kshmf neehrmdh ®&roqd @lsrhfb kidh dstudiohtiseg t aadcdh bh mhrdnms h n @q s dn b d
698). These provisions effectively criminalize the free expression of ideas and opinions, in contraverdfon

Hg m-r nakhf > shnmr tmcdg hmsdgm shnm k gtl "m ghfgsr k' v-

Peaceful activities cited ircourt verdictsand prosecution documentsreviewed by Amnestyriternationalas
®d u h c df orimidal activityagainst national security havéncluded:

1 participationin what the authoritieshavereferteds n  ~ r ®hk k d fiotsk oqgnsdrsr~ nqg ®
1 chanting or singing political songs dting protests

1 filming and/or sharing videos of protestswith family, friends and mediaoutletsor on social media

1

"ssdmchmf | dlngh  k bdgdl nmhdr ne sgnr d apdiighthglc ax Hq m-r
candles for them;

1 writing articlesor posts on social mediaxpressing sympathyor the loss of those killed during the

ognsdrsr "mc gdedgghmf sn sgdl r ®| T gsxqgr

1 sharing social mediapostsinviting members of the public to participate in the memorial ceremonies of
thosekilled during the protests; and

1 writing online articles and social media postsupportingthe grievances andactions of protesters.

Many of those arrestedn connectionwith the protestshave alsobeen accusedof taking part inviolentacts
and charged with offencessuch as arson and destruction of public property. However, @l such cases
examined in detailoy Amnesty International, the authoritieailed to submit credible evidencenot obtained
through torture and other ilitreatment specifically pointing to individud defendants- direct participation in
violent acts amounting to internationally recognizab&giminal offences. Of the dozens ofprotestersor their
families or close acquaintancefAmnesty Internationainterviewed orfrom whom the organizatiorreceived
written messagesfour admitted to the organization that they threw stones at security forc8ree men said
they threw the stones in retaliation at security forces unlawfully firing tegas, birdshot and live ammunition
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at peaceful protesers; one woman sid shethrew a stone at security forces who were trying to arrest a
teenageboy.

Amnesty International is also aware @ number of cases where the authorities contemplated bringing or

brought vague and overly broaatriminal charges against protesters tit carry the death penalty. These

include at least40 former detainees in Behbahan, Khuzestan province, who were subjected to prelary

criminal investigations fogarmed rebellion” baghi) (Article 287 of the Islamic Penal Codg, but were
subsequentlyreleasedwithout charge a young man,Siamak Moghimj held in the Greater Tehran Central

Penitentiary whowas put on trial for® d ml h s x ° f(mohanebe$) (ARiclec279), but was subsequently

"bpthssdc ne sghr bg  gfd " amtcollbdngta ¢commmitcimehagainst datianal ne ®f ~ s gd

rdbtghsx™ " mc ®chrqtoshmf ot akhb maptbsdngprison; amtherr d ms d mbdc sn
young protester Hossein Rghani, also held inthe GreaterTehran Central Penitentiary, whbas been
charged with®d ml h s x ° f mohamebe$) anfé is awaitingtrial; and three young men, Amirhossein

Moradi, Mohammad Rajabiand Saeed Tamjidiwhowerer d ms d mbdc sn c¢cd > sg eng ®dml hsx
(moharebeh in February 2020 (see sectior6.2).

On 26 June 2020, the head of thejustice department of Esfaharprovince, Mohammad Reza Habihimade

a statement indicating thakightpeoplehadad dm r dmsdmbdc sn cd > sg eng ®roqd’  chmi
(efsad-e felarz) (Article 286) in connection with nationwideprotests thattook place in 2009, December

2017/January 2018 andNovember 2019 The official did not provide any information about the identities of

those sentencedor the dates and circumstances concerning their detention, conviction and sentenciffg.

He also did not clarify if he was referring to the number of deaghenalty cases from across the country or in

Esfahan province but the context of the statementin addition to information that emerged subsequently

from human rights defenders, indicateshat the cases are from Esfahan province alorend mostly from the

December 2017/January 2018 protests’

REZVANEH AHMADKHANBEIGI

Human rights defenderRezvaneh Ahmadkhanbeigivas
arrested by 11 agents from the intelligence unit of the
Revolutionary Guardsn her home in Tehran in the early
hours of 18 November 2019.She had attended protests in
Tehran on the two previous days, where she was beaten by
security forces.

She was taken to a secret unofficial detention facility
belonging to the intelligence unibf the Revolutionary Guards
in Tehran, where she was held iprolonged solitary
confinement until 12 December 2019.

According to information available to Amnesty International,
she was interrogated for weeks without access to a lawyer i
her interrogabrs threatenedher with the arrestof her
gtra " mc he rgd gdetrdc sn (
sgdhg hmsqtrhud ptdrshnmr

to supporting and collaborating with various political groups

hts deferid b Ahmadkharibe based outside Iran During thistime, she was forced to write
Himan rights deferidezvaneh Ahmadkhanbeei N .
rhfm rgd hr gnkchmf r° mc rhfm_rtbg ®bnm¢drrhnmr

Mn sn rs xhmf rhkdms h Shewasonly permitted to make two onminute telephone

@ Private calls to her family to let them know that she was alive.

On 12 December 2019, she was transferretbthewd d m-r v > gc hm Duhm oqh
visit for the first time on 29 December 2019.

Qdyu mdg @gl cjg madhf h-r -miguie séssion englhiébgianb202 belfore
Branch 24 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran,ag grossy unfair. She was denied access to a lawyer

%L rgqdfg Mdvr + es@dedd arziod eight sases framethe events of December 2017/January@0? * mc Mnudl adqgq 1/ 08 +
26 June 2020, https://www.mashreghnews.ir/news/1088097in Persian).

2" Since the official statement on 26 June 2020, the cases of six men in Esfahan province who were sentenced to death in coiurestith

the protests of December 2017/January 2018 have been publicized by human rights defenders and brought to therdton of Amnesty

International. They are those oAbbas Mohammad Hadi Kiani, Majid Nazari Mehdi Salehi,Mohammad Bastamiand Mostafa Salehi. The

execution of Mostafa Salehi was carried out on 3 August 2020. For more information, see:

https://twitter.com/Amnestylran/status/1291373196575485952
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until the day of her trial. Her lawyer was allowed access to her case file for the first time during the coi
hearing itself, thereby denying her the right to adequate time and facilities to prepareefehce. The
court verdict was issued the day after her trial, on 2 February 2020. The court sentenced her to five ye
hm oghrnm enq ®f sgdghmf “~mc bnkktchmf sn bnl
®rogd”  chmf oqno  f & ht relatibnfto hiermeasefulpartitipation in the November
2019 protests and writings she had posted on her private Instagram account in support of people
detained for political reasons, including her husbandho waspreviously imprisoned She will berequired
to serve five years of the sentence.

Rezvaneh Ahmadkhanbeigib nmuhbshnm v ' r a rdc dmshgdkx nm
though she retracted them in court stating that she had only made them as a result of tortared other
ill-treatment, including prolonged solitary confinement and threats against her family.

Shewas previously sentenced, in a separate case stemming from a December 2018 arrest, to four ye
and six months, also in relation to her peaceful activism.

Shehas epikpsy andhas suffered fromseizuresin prison. Despite this, the prison authorities have
denied her regular access tder daily medicationand care by specialist medical professionals, thereby
endangering her health.

Rezvaneh Ahmadkhanbeigis a prisonerof conscence, imprisoned solely for exercising her rights to
freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly.

ALI ABDOLI

Civil society activist Ali Abdolivas arrested on 18
November 2019 after participatingpeacefullyin the
protests in Shiraz, Fargprovince, over the two previous
days.

According to information available to Amnesty
International, Ali Abdoli wasiolentlyarrested at his place
of work byaround five agents from the ministry of
intelligence, who beat him with batons and then
handcuffed and blindfolded him beforeshovinghim into a
car.

He was transferred to a ministry ahtelligence detention
e bhkhsx hm Rghdg "Oy/+ 7] mnwtn
where he was heldfor about six weeksn solitary

Civil society activist Ali AGdatlivate

He was allowed only two short telephone calls to his family, the first of which tquéce around three
weeks after his arrest.

Amnesty International learned from credible sources that he was tortured and otherwisé¢rdhted in
detention, includng during interrogations by ministry of intelligence officialghen he was questioned
about his alleged communications with independent Persialanguage mediaorganizationsoutside Iran.
He wasinitially beaten several times a day without being questionglading to the fracture of two toes ¢
his right foot. Despite thishis interrogatorsforced him to walk around and flogged him with a long stick
on the soles of his feet, causing bone in his right foot to breakas well The authorities denied him
access toadequatemedical care for the injuries he sustained under torture

According to infamation available to Amnesty International@k h  @a ¢ n k h - afso depninvedihipoof
sleep for five days and nights by questioning him during the day, whiteudly banging onthe metal door
of the cellwhen he tried to sleep at night. Havas alsogiven electric shocks andorce-fed unidentified
pills. After he refused tomake®b n miend r re n q s ghisdnterrogadods jsubjected him to
psychological tortue by detaining his wife and childfor seveal hoursand threatering to continue
cds  hmhmf ghr vhed tmkdrr gd ®bnmedrrdc - Bnm
®bnmedrrhnm™ nm b" lhdlglamic Republic of lrant Bcoadrastig (IR1B), avhich was
broadcast in a propagand video around the end of December 2019, prior to his trial taking placklis
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interrogators alsdorcedg hl sn vghsd “mc rhfm ®bnmé&dawndghismr -
®bnmedr r hnmr +&dtgAdebbad prisos ig Shinaze d g q

Inlate Javaryl/ 1/ + Aq mbg O ne sgd Qdunktshnm gx Bnt
ogno  f > mc > ° f  torrhis @mmugicatiomsxabost thé protests with independenPersian
languagemedia organizationsbased outside Iranthat the authoritiesdeem as being® g n r ® thésthte.
Hewasr d msdmbdc sn nmd xd g hm oqghr nminammotapartof Fac
province.

He was denied access to a lawyer during his whole ptaal detention He was alsorefused alawyer of his
own choosing at trial and wasthereforg subsequently forced to represent himself.

Ali Abdoliwas releasedaround the end ofFebruary2020, but remains at risk of being returned to prison
If imprisoned, he would be a prisoner of conscience, imprisoned solely becausetbe peaceful exercise
of his rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly.

SEPIDEH GHOLIAN

Human rights defender Sepideh Gholian was
violently arrested by security forcebom her family
home in Khuzestan province on 17 November 201¢
after taking part in protests in Dezful, Khuzestan
province, during which she peacefully held up a sig
criticizing the increase in the price of petrol anthe
"tsgnghshdr - wageb. iShequas s n
released on bail on 18 December 2019.

On 31 December 2019, she posted on her Twitter
account that she had been scheduled to be tried
adengd ° bghl hm k bntgs
Human rights defeigideh Ghol@Rrivate otakhb ngcdg  nm 5 | mt

However, a day befar the scheduled date of her trial, she learned that it thbeen cancelled on the
grounds that the court to which her case had been assigned lacked the appropriate jurisdiction and th
her case had been returned to the prosecution authorities.

In a subsequent post on Twitter on 5 January 2020, she expresseddethat the prosecution authorities
may be seeking to bring additional charges against her or change her charges into more serious natio
security-related ones.

On 22 June 2020, Sepideh Gholian as summoned to Evin prisorin Tehranto serve a fiveyearprison
sentence from 2019, stemming froma separate case related ther peaceful human rights activism.

On 6 July 2020, she was tried before Branch 101 of the Criminal Coth m Cd y e t ftingepublic
ngcdg - Sgd "t sgnq lireahTéhran o Bezful toratseendshe friath b lkglawged vgas
present for the sessionOn 17 August 2020, her lawyer learned that shbad beenacquitted of this
charge.

Sepideh Gholianis a prisorer of conscience, imprisoned solely for exercising her rights to freedom of
expression, association and peaceful assembliyncluding through her human rights activisn®

2 Amnesty International has previously published it®asoned and evidencebased conclusions forconsidering Sepideh Gholian a prisoner
of conscience. See: Amnesty Internationallran: Abuse of jailed activist must stop: Sepideh Gholian and Esmail Bakhstt October 2019

(Index: MDE 13/1295/2019).
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4. ENFORCED
DISAPPEARANCE

@&y spwas arrested plain clothesecurity forceduring
the protestshe authorities have given us no inform
about hifate anavhereabouts anwdrndthat we shoulc
not speak to anyone abodiHen- r addm n
we still have no information about where he

The father of a young prdtesteashhad, Khorasan Razavi proginasibjected to enfodiedppeancdrom
16 November 2019 talamdary 2020

In many casesdocumented byAmnesty Internationafrom across the country detainees arrested in
connection with the November B19 protestswere subjected toincommunicado detention andenforced
disappearancefor weeks oreven months following their arrest They were cut off from the outside world and
denied contact with their families and lawyerswhile the authorities refused talisclose their fateand
whereaboutsto their relatives

Distraught elatives told the organization that they visitdibspitals, morguespolice stations, prosecution
offices, Revolutionary Courts, prisons and other detention centresaioquire about their loved ones, but the
authorities refused to provide them with informatiotMany of them weresubjected to harassment
intimidation and threatened with arrest and detentiorif they kept seeking information abouthe fate or
whereaboutsof their loved onesor dared to speak outabout their enforced disappearancepublicly.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

Enfogbdc chr ood g mbd hr sgd ® gqqdrs+ cdsdmshnm+ "~ actbshni
agents of theStateE followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the

fate or whereabouts of the disappeared peos, which place such a person outside the protection of the

k ° ¥°Enforced disappearance is a crime under internationaw. The mental distress and anguish caused

to families of those forcibly disappeared constitutes a form of torture or other cruel, umman and degrading

treatment (for further information seesection8.2).

2 International Converibn for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Article 2.
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4. 1SECRRANEECURHHDETENTIORCILITIES

Many individualswho were forcibly disappearedn connectionwith the November 2019 protestsvere
blindfolded immediatelyupon arrest and t&en either to unofficial secretdetention placesor to official
detention facilitiesknown as ®&ecurity detention facilities (bazdashtgakhay-e amniati). In both cases,
security and intelligence bodiesmost oftenthe ministry of intelligenceor the inteligence unit of the
Revolutionary Guardswere in charge ofrunning these detention places. There, detaineeswere placed in
prolonged solitary confinement angubjected toincommunicado detention,torture and other ilitreatment
(see chapter 5) Cthers were transferred to overcrowdegbolice stationsor prisons where somewere heldin
solitary confinement cellswithout access to the outside world.

In some cities, military barracks, sports venues and schools were also used as clandestine detention esntr

-

a
! 3
44
e
L SN -
@ rbgddmrgns ne ° wuhcdn+ fdnknb sdc °~ mc ud q hirghed ioto aparke@taninsidesthe
grounds @ids Girls' Sabl on Qods Stréehran. The video began to bediccutacial media on 23 November 2019. @Private

®security detention facilities (bazdashtgahhayeh amniyati)are used to hold ndividuals undergoing
investigations in relation taational security offencesUnder Iranian law, sich facilities should be generally
established in the central prisons of &h province However, if thisis not possible due to lack of space or

®  oogqnogh’ sd b nandntebligemcebodiesincludihd thegriinistry of intelligence and the
Revolutionary Guards can allocatavith the approval of the Prisons Organizatipan alternative space for this
purpose® These detention facilities ardéegallyrequired to beunder the supervision of the Prisons
Organizatior! prosecutionauthoritiesare also obliged to inspect them at least every 15 days and submit a
report to thehead of the judiciary 32

Under the Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms attotection ofB h s h y d mthe hed@loffthg s r
judiciary is obliged to set up a committee to ensure that legal provisions concerning the administration of
detention centres andbanning the use of torture and other Htreatment against detainees are respected and
that all those responsible for committing abuses are held to accouit.

% Prohibition of Forming Special Detention Facilities and Allocation of One Detention Facility for Security Crimes in Eaclineep&xecutive
Regulations foiManagement of Security Detention Facilitie21 November 2006, Note to Article 3

1 Executive Regulations for Management of Security Detention Faciliti2s November 2006, Articles 2 and 4-6.

%2 Executive Regulations for Management of SectyrDetention Facilities 21 November 2006, Article2. See also he Law on Respect for
Legitimate Freedoms andProtection ofB h s h 'y d mb May QU04, Artcle 1(13).

% The Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms artotection ofB h s h y d m b May Q004 Article 1¢15).
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These legal protectiondiave long been flouted byprison officialsand prosecutionand judicial authorities,
allowingintelligence and security bodiego engage in widespread patterns of enforced disappearance,
torture and other ilitreatment without any accountability.

Unofficial secretdetention placesfall completely outside the protection of théaw. They areoften houses or
apartment buildings that areunlawfully repurposedby intelligence and security bodiesmost often by the
ministry of intelligenceor the intelligence unit ofthe Revolutionary Guardsto keep individuals in custody.
Unofficial secretdetention places are not registered under the Prisons Organization and, hence, detainees
and their relativesnever find outthe exactlocation in which they were heldSecurity and intelligence officials
colloquially refertothem r ®r ~ e dkhanehay+e dmn). This is while under Iranian law, including the
Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms arerotection ofCitizens' Rights law enforcement officials and
interrogators must refrain from transfemig detainees to unidentified location&

The continuing existence ofsecurity detentione = b h lartd sinoficialsecretdetention places facilitates the
use of tortureand other ilHtreatmentby security and intelligence bodies.

The detention ofindividualsaccused of national securityrelated offencesin such facilitieshas beenenabled
by a flawed legal framework that fails to establish proper oversight over all prisons and detention ceranes
ensure that the authorities failing in their obligations are held to account

4.2FAMILIES KEPTHNDARK

The detention ofindividuals arrestedin connection withthe protestsin undisclosed locationswas

accompanied by the systematic concealment of their fate and whereabouts from their relativBisese

serious human right violations were facilitatedytflawedand vagudy worded legal provisionghat enable
security and intelligence bodies, prosecution authorities and prison officials to deprive detainees of their right
to have access to the outside world for an unlimited period of time.

Under Iranian bw, notably Article 50 of the Code of CriminaProcedure, law enforcement angrosecution
officials must respect the right of detainees to inform their relativas acquaintancesof their arrest but are
allowed torestricitv gd m cddl dc ® ncle b0dstates thapin such c@sgs the restigtion must be
"oognudc ax = ®itchbh’k tsgnghsx + ats hs c¢cndr mns rodb
issuingthe approval order The article also fails to clarify the exceptional circumstaes under which such

restrictionsare permitted. Nor does it set any time limit for the restriction¥®.

Article 49 ofthe Code of Criminal Procedurentitles theimmediate family membersof detaineesto enquire

about themwith local or provincial prosecutiorauthorities or the head of thgustice department in each

province It alsostates thatit is mandatory for the authorities to respond to these querigsut ®&nly to the

extent that it does not infringe on the socialand famk h = k r s~ st r. Tme@rowsignddoesdos ~ h md dr
ognuhcd "mx bk ghehb shnm “r sn vg' s bnmfshstsdr "~ m hmegq

Article 180 of the Executive Regulations of the Prisons Organization states that all detaineeparmitted to

have contact withtheir relatives and acquaintanceshough visits and written correspondencender the

supervision of prison officialsHowever,a Note (tabsareh) to the article authorizeghe prosecution

authoritiesto prohibit family visits or correspondencef they deermine thatsuch contact wouldnot be in the

interest ofconducting®f nnc s g h “sk The decisiom td wah guoritacidoes not appear to be subject to

review byany judicial official or body. Moreover, the regulations do not provide any clarificatios @ when

visitingor corresponding with thedetaineev nt k ¢ b n ms gtialodgmd d®&fcrhmd r — - Mnqg c¢cn sgdx
limitation on how longdetaineesmay be deprived of access tdheir relatives®®

In the casesof some of those arrested in connection witthe protests of November 2019officials falsely told
distraughtfamilies that their missing relatives were not in their custodyd that they had no information
about their wheeabouts

In other cases,the authoritiesadmitted holding them in theircustody, but refused to disclose the place of
detention orsaid family visitswere bannedduring the investigation phaseln many cases they insulted and

3 The Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms aifotection ofB h s h y d m 6 May QU004 Article 7).

35 Code of Criminal Procedure, June 201%Article 50.

36 Code of Criminal Procedure, June 2015, Article 49.

%" A Note tabsareh) is an explanatorysentence orparagraph attached to an article of the law that clarifies the scope of the article aiml
some cases provides exceptions.

% Executive Regulations of the Prisons Organization, 11 December 2005.
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threatenedfamilieswith arrest if theyreturned to seekinformation or dared to speak to media or human
rights groups about the situation of their loved ones

The widespread use of incommunicado detention and enforced disappearaniedt many families in a state

of deep anguish and uncertaing. Manywere left in fear about whethetheir loved ones were dead roalive,
especiallyamid mounting reports of deaths resulting from the use of lethal force by the security forces during
the protests and the refusal of the autbrities to return the bodies of those killetb their families as well as
reports of deaths incustody.®

The father ofa young protestefrom Mashhad Khorasan Razavi provincewho was forcibly disappeared
from 16 November 2019to mid-January 2020told Amnesty Internationaln December 2012

"My son called me from the protest and sent mghawidgdahe crowid®ld him to be careful to not get
arrestedGd c¢c hc m- s b nandvhen htiied to sali hissnobitehphiayes switched off. | learned
fromafriendof highat hevasarrestedy plain clothescurity forces during firotestsThe authorities

have given as information abbig whereabowsdwarnedhat we should not speak to anyone about him.
We maged to get news framunofficial sourtteat he was not being held in Vakilabaiphashhad]

at s edn@overra manth and wéatiét no information about Wieeiebeing heldVe fear that he niay
cds hmdc hkhanelyeamn-ed gntrd- 2Z

4.30NGOING ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES

As of 26 August2020, Amnesty Internationalwas awareof at least threecases of enforced disappearance
related to the protestavherethe authorities continuel to concealthe fate and whereabouts of the individuals
concerned

MOSTAFA ROODBARIAN AND MEHDI ROODBARIAN

Left: Mehdi Roodbarian. Right: Mostafa Roodbarian. @ Private

Brothers Mehdi Roodbarian, 21, and Mostafa Roodbar, 34, have been subjected to enforced
disappearance since 17 November 2019 when they were shot by security forces while attending prote
in the city of Mahshahr, Khuzestan province.

According toeyewitnesses present during the protestsecurity forces, including plain clothes agents
from the Revolutionary Guards, fired live ammunition at protesters. Mostafa Roodbarian was shot in h
back as he tried to help an injured protester and, when Mehdi Roodbarian went to help his brother, he
was shot in the lead. The security forces threw the two into a pickup truck belonging to the Revolution
Guards and drove awayEyewitnesses believe thesnay havedied from fatal gunshot wounds sustained
during the protests but their bodies have t been returned to ther family.

Their family has sought information from various state bodies, including the police and the Legal
Medicine Organization, a state forensic institutéut the authoritieshave repeatedlyrefused to provide

39 Amnesty International)ran: Details of 304 deaths in crackdown on November 2019 protest20 May 2020 (Index: MDE 13/2308/2020).
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them with any infomation about their fae and whereaboutsThe authorities have also threatened their
family members with arrest if they continue seeking informatiabout them orspeak to the media.

The third case concerns anindividual who participated in the protestsn Arak, Markazi prowice, and
contacted Amnesty Internationakeveral weeks later in Decembe2019. At the time, he wasin hiding after
security forces visited his family home several times to arrest hifrhe distressed individuakaid security
forceshad arrested his father o force him to come out of hidingTheyreleased his fatherseveral days later
apparentlybecause of his seriougnedical conditions.

In January 2020, the authoritiesarrested his motherand threatened the rest ofhis family with arrest if they

contacted any media or human rights organizationg@r -~ qgdr t ks ne mgahdthel nsgdqg-r c¢cdsdms
harassment ofhis family, the individual handed himself over to the authoritiehe same month His mother

was subsequently releasedHe has not been seen or heard ofsince.

After more than three months ircustody, his family learnedfrom the authorities at the beginning ofpril
2020 that he was arrestedby the intelligence unit of the Revolutionary Guards, btthe authoritieshave
refused toprovide them with any spedic detailsabout his fate or whereaboutsSubsequent to this, Amesty
International understands that he made two brief telephone calls to his family in which he said hello and
cried. His family fears further harassment if they make his name public.

Amnedy International fears thathis individualis at risk of tortureand otherills gd ~ s dms- Sgd nqf
concerns stem frominformation gatheredfrom informed sources inside Iran as well aseportsfrom news

and human rights organization® that a number of individuals diedin custody under suspicious

circumstancesand possibly as a result of torturéollowing theirarrests by security forces in connection with

the protests The authorities have denied such allegationS. Amnesty International ha previausly

documented deaths in custody in Iranian prisons, possibly as result of tortufe.

mh y

Given the welfounded fear of reprisalsby relatives of victims if they approach media or human rights
organizations Amnesty International suspects the numbeof ongong enforced disappearanceso be under
reported

“BBCPersian® g " m ogqnsdrsr: Qdon gapsesihsome damsangl thkeg 6 Denembeq2019n e -
https://www.bbc.com/persian/irar50817346 (in Persian); Kurdistan Human Rights NetworkiReport of the torture and murder of citizens
in the detention centres in Maivan / Children have been sexually abused29 December 2019,
http://kurdistanhumanrights.net/fa/?p=1122€in Persian); Centre for Human Rights in Iran@Relatives of Ershad Rahmanian: They torten
him to death and say he committed suicidg 18 December 2019, https://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1398/09/ershadahmanian/ (in
Persian).

“ Hamshahri Online, @ he news of thediscovery of several bodies in rivers after the events of Novemb&ecryption of the diver of
Kermanshah', 26 December 2019, https://www.hamshahrionline.ir/news/471823(in Persian).

42 Amnesty hternational,Iran: Investigate reports of protester deaths in custodiPress Release9 January 2018),
https://www.amnestyorg/en/latest/news/2018/01/irarinvestigatereports-of-protesterdeaths-in-custodys Amnesty Internationallran: End
persecution of families seeking truth and justice for detainees who have died in detenfi@index: MDE 13/8049/2018); Amnesty
International, Iran: Authorities must investigate deétin custody of Ahwazi Arab detaineéPress Release, 28 June 2019)
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/064n-authoritiesmust-investigatedeathrin-custody-of-ahwaziarab-detainee/
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5. TORTURE AND OTHE
ILLTREATMENT

®L X hmsdgqgnf snqgr s eyt
snkc |I'd -He xnt c®ldot hs¢s
important to usyou liveordiee Sgd oc.Atm
one point, | was just wishing to die so that | would |
the pain and torture. Human life is not important to

Avictimwhdold Amnesty International that he was peacefullyni¢htesimiRazavi provindeeme waarrested
detainedndsubjected torturend other-titeatment

Testimoniesf " sgdgdc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k eqgnl wuhbshlr °~ mc
together with video footage verified by Amnest Hms d gm™ s hnm™ k - s t€amfahdgepdkts Ud gqhehb s hn
from human rightsdefendersinside Iran andnews andhuman rights organizations outside Irantevealthat

police, security and intelligence agenteind some prison officialsused torture and other ilFtreatmenton a

widespreadbasisaganst those detainedin connection with the protests both during arrest and later in

detention centes and prisons across the country.

According to information gatheredy Amnesty International, tortureand other illtreatmentwas used for the

purposes ofpunishment, intimidation, mocking and humiliation of detaineeslt was also used asn

interrogation tactic to elicitseth mb gh |l hm> shmf r s sdldmistrr s mcam®bsn medls rthmdnd r -
involvement in the protests, but also about theallegedassocations with opposition group®utside Iran

human rights defenders, journalists and mediarganizationsoutside Iran,as well asforeign governments.

Victims told theorganization that the torture sometimes started during énmediatelyafter arrest, when
detainees were usually blindfoldetbefore beingshovedinto vehiclesand beatenwhen they asked questions
about where they were being taken.

The most frequently reported methods gfhysicaltorture used against those arrested in connectionith the
November 2019 protests includedbeatings, floggings, suspension,forcing detaineesinto stress positions for
prolonged periods often while blindfolded or having theihead covered in a bag or sackthe use ofsolitary
confinement for 24 hours a day for periodseaching months and the denial of sufficient food potable water
and medical treatmentincluding medication

Amnesty International also obtainethformation fromprimary sourceson interrogators belonging teecurity

and intelligencebodies and prisonofficials subjecting detaineesto extreme temperaturesand the

bombardment of light or sound over a sustained peripéhcluding at night stripping detaineesand spraying

them with cold water in cold temperaturese n b hakd dws g b s hfingersoreoessexiek r e qnl uhbs
violenceand humiliation; pepper spraying including on eyes and genital aresvaterboarding electric
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shocks, including to temples and testiclesmock executions and forced administration of chemical
substances+ methodswhich correspond to patterns oforture previously documented in the countr§?

In all cases documented byAmnesty International, victims also reported various forna$ psychological

torture hl dc “ s nas  hmhmf e rgrimdnlyincubed peesidtertruse mfdegrading Sg d r d

verbal insults and profanitiesthreats of further torture threatsto arrest torture, kill or otherwise harm

c d s ° hfamdlydmembers, includingelderly parentsor spouses and threats torape detainees ortheir

female family membersIn a number of instances interrogatorsalsos ggd ~ sdmdc sn g ud uhbshlr -
suspended from their educational institutions dialselytold victims that their loved ones were already in

custody and were being interrogated or tortured nearby.

In assesing the credibility of the testimoniebtained Amnesty Internationatook into account among

other considerationsthe capacityof witnesses interviewedo recount the eventsconcerned in a detailed,

consistent and coherent manner, while, of course, lieg sensitive to the impact and consequencesf

trauma. In addition, the organization compared the allegations of torture received with cases of torture

previously documented byAmnesty International and other organization3he organization hasvithheld the

details ofmostb * r dr + hmbkt chmf sgd odgrnm-r hcdmshsx “~mc sgd bhs

Sn @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r j mnvkdiotd allegationsof toranednd s hf ~ s h n mr
other ilktreatment by detaineesgvenwhen made in court, and no security or intelligence official has been
held to account.

The survivors of torture and other #reatment have been left with longerm physical, psychological and
emotional scars, which has been compounded by the failure of ttetate to provide them with justice and
reparation. The organization understands thatome ofthose released were sometimes left so traumatized
from their detention ordeal that they withdrew into silence and refused to leave their homes for weeks.

PROHIBON OF TORTURE UNDER IRANIAN LAW

While Iranian legislation outlaws acts that amourt torture and bans certain types of abusive conduct

during interrogations, it does noinclude a specific crime of torture Further, it limits the prohibition to when

totugd hr ~hldc "~ s ®dwsq bshmf ,thenebyefalingrtdackmowledge whdsept h g h mf  h me
mental or physicalpain or suffering is inflicted on an individual as a form of punishment or intimidation or for

any reason based on discrimination oniorder to coerce, punish, or intimidate a third persorArticle 38 of

Hqg ~ m- rtutioB faile to ®rsurethe absolute prohibitionof torturein only outlawingitsuse®e nq sgd ot qonr d
ne dwsqg bshmf bnmedr r Htralso faisqo povitle anjhdgfimitioh of tomueen g1 ~ s hnm™ -

Articles 1(6) and 1(7) of the Law on Respect for ¢gitimate Freedoms and Safeguarding Citizens' Rights

provides examples of conduct from which lavenforcement officers must refrainFor example, he law

forbids officers fom humiliating the accused person blindfolding them or tying their limbs** The law

requires that interrogat qr gdeq hm egnl ®hmekhbshmf "~ mx engql ne snqgsto
interrogationsh m ~ bbngc mbd vhsg ®eshpnedionstrhirenly &nd andecreckiiced © k o g h mb h o k
rtodguhr hnm -

Article60oflran r Bncd ne Bghl hm  k Oqnbdctgd ~krn ognghahsr sg
kd chmf ptdrshnmr "~ mc ptdrshintemogatong§dkdu™ ms sn sgd bg  q

d
Article578ne sgd Hr k> | hb Odm k Bncd riasor modjudicial ggenswh® ™ mx bhuhk r di
corporally mistreats and abuses an accused person in order to force him to confess shall be sentenced, in
addition togesas|retribution-in-kind]and diyehZaknnc | nmdx\ + sn rhw | nmsgr- sn sggq
hl oghr n*inl d ms - —

Iran- Islamic Penal Codeallowspunishments which violate the legal prohibition on torture and other-ill
treatment includng flogging amputation, blinding, crucifixion and stoning

“ Amnesty Internationaljran: From protest to prison: Iran oe year after the election(Index: MDE 13/062/2010); Freedom From Torture,
We will make you regret everything: Torture in Iran since the 2009 electipidarch 2013, https://bit.ly/3dGpr3w Centre for Human Rights
in Iran, Silencing the Streets, Deaths iRrison: The December 2017 Crackdown in Irgril9 February 2018,
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/02/iransuppressionof-december-2017-unrestmarked-by-brutal-violationsof-law/

“ The Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms amtotection ofB h s h y d m & May 2004, Articles4(6) and 1(7).

% The Law on Respect for Legitimate Freedoms artotection ofB h s h y d mb May @004, Aytcles 1(9) and 1(10).

% Code of Criminal Procedure, June 2015, Article 60.

47 Book Five of the Islamic Penal Code on Discretionpgand Deterrent Punishment, 22 May 1996.
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5.1PROLONIGEOLITARY CONFINEMENT

Consistent with a longstanding patternacross the country?® the Iranian authorities held many of those
detained in connection with the protests in prolonged solitary confineméhin detention facilities run by the
ministry of inteligence or the intelligence unit of the Revolutionary Guards.

Many detainees were held for 24 hours a day for weeks or months in smadilitary confinementcells.

Detainees vere only removed from their cells for interrogations or to use the bathroom if thevas no toilet

facility inside their cell. During this perid, victims were often subjected to lengthy interrogations

accompanied by various forms of torture and other-l gd * s | dms sn enqbd sgdl sn | jd ®t

In addition, while held in prolongé solitary confinement, victims were frequently denied suffat food and
water,and adequatesanitation and bedding. Amnesty International is aware that, in the past, such
mistreatment has led victims of prolonged solitary confinement in Iran to developg-term back, bladder
and digestion problems, among other hath conditions3®

5.2BEATINGS

According to information gathered by Amnesty International from credible sourcasme ofthe most
widespreadmethods ofphysicaltorture usedagainstdetaineesby intelligence and securityagentsand some
prison officialsincluded punching, kicking, beatings withsticks, rubber hosepipes, knies, batonsand
cables and flogging including on the back and soles of fee In some casesthose inflicting torturealso bea
or repeatedly threatened to beat detages on wounds which they had sustained during the protests as a
result of live ammunition or other force.

One video,which wasshared widely on social media on 24 November 201@nd verified and geolocated by

Amness x Hmsdgm shnm k-r Chfhs k Udghehb > shnm Bngor+ rgnvr |
of Mali Abad police station in Shiraz, Fars province, and then beaten, punched and kicked by security

forces.

Credble sources informed Amnesty Internitn m> k sg° s hm Qi " -h Rg gg oghrnm hm J
hundreds of detainees, including children, were brought in trucks to the prison from 16 November 2019

onwards. They told the organization that handcuffed artaindfolded detainees werestripped o their

clothes, punched, kicked, flogged and beaterdaily with batons by prisonguardsand security officials.

Similar credible accounts were also gathered by Amnesty International or reported by human rights acsivist
and organizations of repeated beatgs of detainees held in prisons and detention centremcluding in the
provinces of Esfahan, Kermanshah, Khuzestan, Kurdistan, Khorasan Razavi, Mazandanach Tehran.

Amnesty International has learned from informedosirces thatmany detaineesemerged flom prison after

being granted bail with broken teeth, arms and legs or with cuts and bruises visible on their bodi@se

victim told Amnesty International that in a detention facility Malard, Tehran province run by the

Revolutionary Guards, officialbeat detainees withknives upon their arrival, leaving them with bleeding

wounds and lasting scars on their facesheadsand the rest of theirbodies. A lawyer from Kurdistan province

told the organization that one schalboy who was arrested in Mariwan wagleased several days later on bail

with blood on his head and face, while a 14earold boy emerged from detention on bail five days after his

arrest with broken arms and legsln the cases of two victims: one adult and one child £ whose accounts

have been published by independent human rights groupgshe agents from the intelligence unit of the

Revolutionary Guardh me k hbs hmf sgd ad ™ shmfr ~flogemails®k kdf dckx otkkdc n

“ Amnesty International has worked on hundreds of cases in Iran awbe past decades where prolonged solitary confinement was used.

This abusive pattern has been consistently mentioned in the annual reports oétbrganization on Iran. See, for example, Amnesty

International,Human rights in the Middle East and North Afta: Review of 2019 (Index: MDE 01/1357/2020).

“ Prolonged solitarycodf md | dms hr cdehmdc "r ®rnkhs  gx bnmehmdl dms Udng ° shld odghnc
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela RuleRle 44.

% See Amnesty Internationallran: Health taken hostage: Qrel denial of medical care in Iran's prisons(Index: MDE 13/4196/2016).

. Human Rights Activists News Agencyg@a n ke " yk J  ghl h-r lkrkdtsedager from the Mverebdrgprotests has §oged s n g s

on hunger strike, 16 March 2019, https://www.hranews.org/2020/hranews/a24176/ (in Persian); Human Rights Activists News Agency,

@A torturedprisoner fromthe Novenmad g ognsdrsr: G I hc Jgnrgnontg rdmsdmbdc sn nmd xd g hm o
rtodguhr hn mléMarch2@l8, htfps:/fwivi.hranews.org/2020hranews/a24161/ (in Persian).
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@m = q <ction of a flogginglas described to Amnesty International by a victim as having taken place in a detextime centre in Alborz
@Amnesty International

5.3SUSPENSION AND STRESS POSITIONS

Anotherfrequently reported method of torture used against thoseetainedin connection with the November
2019 protestsinvolvedsuspending detainees by their tied or cuffed hands or feétbm hooks in theceiling
or the wall and forcing themto hold painful stress positions for prohged periods.Victims were suspended
in different ways: some werdwung face down from their feg some weresuspended by their hands and
some had their knees bent, their hands and feet tied together frobehind their back and then attached to
anironbarG mnvm “r sgd ®bghbjdm jda a (

In many instances, prolonged periods of suspension were accompanied by beatings dloggings and

sometimes, victims were interrogated while suspended/ictims weregenerallyblindfolded while suspended.

These methods ofortureb " t rdc r hf mhehb ™ ms o  hm sfeetsegkishaulddsss hl r - g™ mcr
and back. They also induced strong feelings of humiliation, shock and fear.
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@m " gqgshrs-r cdo bimehbddescribes to Ammestyrimechational lyra vistim @shaving akéestrplatentelbgence detention ce
in Tehrgorovinc&g® Amnesty International

A victim who was suspended through the method known r chi@en kebab™  sAmkestyInternational:

@The interrogators] called the room in which they tortured pegpieitheroonThere hHeytied my

hands behind my back, bent my legs back at the knees and tied my feet together from the back. They then tied
my hands arekt togther, put a pole through my hands graeshéeleting me horizontally from the pole for

prolonged periods of tiMg.entire body weight was hanging from my hands and feet. The pain was

excruciating. My neck used to go numb. My handsand keeglght hr dc  ~ mc vnt kc fn mtl a
if | used to fall asleep in that position or if | used to lose consciousness from the pain.

®There was so much pressure and pain in my heoyldthabdte on myself... My family know that | was
torturedbuttd x ¢cnm-s jmnv gnv H v r sngstqgqdc- H. kv xr ed
| feel choked with tears because thereisthodné m r od j sn- "~
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@Amnesty International

5.4ELECTRIC SHOCKS

Amnesty Internationadl r qdr d > gbg rgnvr s g sacrbsmthacougttyastwellag ds dms hnm bdm
during arrest,intelligence and security officials subjectethdividualsarrested in connectionwith the
November2019 protests including children, to electric shaks.

The most widespread method ofielivering suchelectric shocks involved theuse of electroshock weapos)
such as stun guns and batonsVictims told Amnesty International that stun guns were used on different
parts of their bodies andin at leastthree cases documented by the organizatiomgns gd u hbdeB.l r - sdr sh

Such testimonies are consistent with tise published by other independent human rights organizatiofi.

Amnesty International also receivethe testimony ofa victim who said he wagjiven electric shocks while
strapped to a chair that wadolted tothe floor. The victim said hisarms, legs and torso weretrapped to the
chair, a metal bandwas placedover his head his body was drenched in water and themlectric shocks
were delivered to his temples He described his ordeal to Amnesty Internationals follows

®The electrisho&s wereghe worst form of tortfme me One of my interrogators vinstidict the others to
-shbj kd ghl " khsskd-+ ax vghbgsocaligdhs hbd kmsnf snedé&khk

%2 Centre for Human Rights in IranGunning Them Down: State Violence against Protesters in Iyaiay 2020,
https://iranhumanrichts.org/wpcontent/uploads/IranHuman-Rights-November2019-January-2020-Protests.pdf Human Rights Activists

News Agency®Abolfazld * ghl h-r kdssdg ne rteedghmf: Sgd sngstgdc sddén fdg egnl sgd M
March 2019, https://www.hranews.org/2020/hranews/e?4176/ (in Persian).
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my entire bydvas being pierced with millions of ndddiefsised to answer their questions, they would raise

the voltage levels and give me stronger electricEsdmdtkime | was given one of these stronger electric

shocks, it felt like there wasarthquakin my bodyl would shake violently and there would be a strong

burning sensation coursing through my whol&d¢hig day, | have continued to be aff€betbrture

has had lasting effects on my mental and physiceblésatthyf sh k k b~ m-s rkddo ~s mhfgs

@m " gqshrs-r cdohbshnm ne °~ m dkmntwrsabph dvicimg @Anjnesty Imtgrsatiogad | d sgnc

5.5SEXUMIOLENEGED HUMILIATION

Informatongdbdhudc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k eqnl oqghl gx rntaq
and sources inside prisonsrevealsthat interrogators and prison officials perpedted sexualviolenceagainst

male detainees including through stripping ard forced nakedness, invasive body searches intended to

humiliate the victins, sustained sexual verbal abuse, pepper spraying the genital area, and admieiitg

electric shocks tothe testicles.

In addition to the severe physical trauma, the mental paimd suffering inflicted on victims has often been
exacerbated by the social stigma around sexual violence and humiliatidé®ading tovictims withdrawng into
silence.
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A former detanee from Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi provinca former detainee fromShahriar, Tehran
province,and a lawyer from Mariwan, Kurdistan provingealsoraised withthe organizationserious
allegationsof security and intelligence agents committing rapgHowever given the psychological, social,
legal andinstitutional barriers to reporting rapend the serious concerns around reprisaAmnesty
Internationalwas notable to speak tothe alleged victimsor their familiesdirectly to document the details of
their cases independently.

The former detaineefrom Mashhadtold Amnestylnternationalthat severaladult men held in unofficial

secret detention places referred to colloquially @& r = e d  dnnhe citgwere allegedlysubjected to sexual

assaults including ape following their arrestsn November 2019 The former detainee told the organization

that he was made aware of these incidenia January 2020byseverale nql dg c¢cds >  hmddr ~mc c¢cds  h
familieswho had spoken to the victimoru h b sréfaltivesdirectly. According tothe former detinee, the

victims were strippedof their clothes and raped through penetrationf the anuswith various instruments

including drink bottles

The lawyerfrom Mariwan told Amnesty Internationahat she hadlearnedabout three schoolboyst aged
between 15 and 16 years old: who were allegedly sexually abused agentsfrom the intelligence unit of

the Revolutionary Guardén November 2019after being arrested in connection with their perceived
participation in the piotests. She said she was made aware of these incidents® November 2019through a
trusted source who had spoken to an accaintance of theboys, but was unable to speak to the boys or their
families directly due to strong security concern#According toinformation received bythe lawyer the abuse
took place while the children were held in a detention centre belonging to the Revolutionary Guards in
Mariwan, Kurdistan province, and allegedly involved rape through penetratiofithe anuswith batons.

According tothe lawyer r  r rthe holysdwere detained for several days and, before being released on balil,
their interrogatorswarnedthem not to tell anyoneabout their torture, including the instances ofsexual

abuse 53 The organizatiorunderstands thatthe boys families have not filed complaints against the relevant
security bodiesout of fear of reprisals.

5.6WATERBOARDING

Amnesty International documentedhe caseof one victim who told the organization he wasaterboarded
while heldin an unofficial secretdetentionplace in Khorasan Razavi province.

Amnesty International was initially contacted by a family member of the victim in early December 2019, who
told the organization that he had attended a protest in Khorasan Razavi province whieeeand several other
peacelul protesters were arrested by plain clothes agents. He told the organization that his family was given
no information about him until a week following his arrest, but security forces refused to reveal his
whereabouts until histransfer to a central prisorin January 2020. Amnesty International was able to speak

to the victim in June 2020 after his release on bail pending trial. He told the organization that he was held in
solitary confinement for nearly two weeks following hisrast and subjected to tortwe and other illtreatment
almost the entire time. Te victim did not know with certainty the institutional affiliation of the agents
responsible for his detention and torture. He suspted they belonged to the ministry of inteligence, the
intelligence urit of the police or the Revolutionary Guardsie told Amnesty International

®Lx hmsdggnf snqr snqgst qdc wadwatennoardiifjey wouldgdeench ne v~ xr +
a towel in water and then place imgviaice. Then they wouldpater slowly over the towel, which made

me feel like | was suffocating. They would do this for a few minutes. Then they would stop for about half an hour
until | started to feel better and then they would start torthisngayegain. They alschedhn kicked and

flogged me on the soles of my feet with a cable, but they mostly waterboarded me because they knew | have
gdrohg sngx hrrtdr rn H vntkc rteedq | ngkhg "~ mc adb’
and even thinkingabous gd sngstgd hr udgx cheehbtks enqg | d-

The use of waterboarding and other suffocation techniques in Iran has been previously documented by
human rights organizations$*

% Kurdistan Human Rights Network Report of the torture and murder of citizens in the detention centres in Marivan / Children haveeb

sexually abused 29 December 2019, http://kurdistanhumanrights.net/&/?p=11226(in Persian).

% See, br example,Freedom from Torture®Vd vhkk | ~jd xnt qgdf gdscethe20@elscdngMarcik92013ngst gqd hm Hg m
https://www.refworld.org/docid/51488902.html, p. 33. The reportstates:® Ee people reported the use of asphyxiation or suffocation

techniques, including therepeated submersion of the head in water or in contaminated water containing urine and faeces; one person was
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5./DEATH THREATEACKEXECUTIONS

Many of those detained during the protestsaid interrogatorsrepeatedly assertedhat they could kill them or
do whatever they wishd to them, generating a fear of execution

Accordingto information gathered by Amnesty Internation&lom primary sources officials belonging to the
intelligence unit ofthe Revolutionary Guards subjectedt least two detaineeso mock executionsin a
detention centre inTehran province The torture involved blindfoldinghe victim and subjecting them to
mock hanging as well as holding an unloaded gun to their head andirfig blanks.

@m “gqshrs-r cdohbshnm ne ° | tylbternatonadiby & \\ctinm heldegemtignscenedbeldnging tp the Revotuti
Guards ifehran provin€@Amnesty Inteomet!

-v sdgan gcdc- nm s kd'rs ehud nbb rhnmr: sgdx cdr bqghaadputinmdhmf s jdm sn
a pit. Their head was covered with a towel and water was poured onto it creating a suffocating effect. Another wasert@tle on the floor in

an interrogation room while buckets of water were repeatedly thrown over their face; a guard then put his footontbehiru hct ~ k-r bgdr s sn

stop them moving and dripped water on their face for a prolonged period”
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MALE PROTEBREWIEHRAN PROVINCE

A protesterand severalof his friends were arrested by plain clothes agents from the intelligence unit of
the Revolutionary Guards during the protests i city in Tehran province on 18 November @19. The
agents aimed assault rifles and other guns &im and his friends pepper sprayed them in their eyes,
handcuffed and blindfolded them, put them in the boot of their cars and took them to a detention centi
belonging to the Revolutionary Guards ifiehran province where he was held at times in solitary
confinementand at times abngside other detainees

The protester toldAmnesty Internationathat he was subjected to torture and other iireatment during
this time, including through the deprivabn of food and water, being slapped, kicked and punched, and
being suspended on segral occasions from his hands so that his entire body was hanging from kisists
and arms, causing intense pain in his bodyHis interrogatorsaccused him of being a® q keader and, to
humiliate and punish him they held him for one nightin a filthy and fouksmellingtoiletin which he was
forced to watchthe agentsurinate. They also used electroshock weapons against him, administering
shocks to different parts of his bdy, including his testicles.

He also said that he agents subjected him twice to mock executions. One night, at around 4am, they
took him to the courtyard put a sack over his headand forced him to stand on a stoolTheytold him that
gd v ' r =~ oh ® aok d  ®d gaid thatrhissentence was @&ath, implying that he had beer
sentenced to death by a courtTheyput a rope around his neck mimicking the typical execution method
of hangingin Iran, and pushed the stool from under his feetThe set-up caused him to fall to the ground
rather thanbe suspended in the air Severalnights later, agentstook himto the courtyard at dawn, force:
him to his knees, took off his blindfoldheld a gun to hisforehead and pulled the triggerfiring a blank
rather than a live bullet

The protester toldAmnesty Internationathat he witnessed the torture and other #ireatment ofscores of
others held in this detention centre, including beatings, electric shockand pepper sprayapplied to
testicles mock executions, deprivation of food and water, anche denial of medical carefor injuries
sustained as a result of live ammunition, birdshot or torture and othertileatment He said that the
agents also used knives to make cuts to the skin of detainees, caugithem to bleed.He told the
organization ofcruel ways that the agents treated the detainees, including througfflicting more pain to
c ds  hmd d and thedeniahof medical care for detaineesvith drug addictionwho were
experiencing withdrawal synptoms.

Ghr hmsdggnf snqr sqhdc sn enqgbd agdtdwrite stateimenisd
incriminating himself ordering him towrite that he had killed someoneand carried out robberiesduring
the protests which he refusedto do. Theythreatened to arrest his family members if he refused to mak
rtbg ®bnmedrr hnmr = -

After about aweek in this detention centre, he was moved to a second ongyring which he was
questioned byinterrogatorswshos ghdc sn enqgbd g h Ithreateningthatliheydvou®ib n
either kill him or have himconvicted of a crime and sent to prison for 2030 yearsif he did not write dowr
whateverthey dictated to him.

The protester was denied access to a lawyer throughout his entire detention and has sibeen
convicted of a national security offence in relation to his participation in the protests and sentethi¢e
prison following an unfair trial.

5.8FORCEDMINISTRATOENMEMICAL
SUBSTANCES

Amnesty Internationabdocumented the cases of two detainees vehwere subjected tdforced administration

of chemical substances

The first case concernectivil society activistAli Abdoli, who wasrepeatedlyforced to swallowseveral
different unidentified pillswhile held in a detention facility run by the ministryf intelligence inShiraz, Fars
province According toinformationreceived byAmnesty Internationalnot only did theinterrogatos refuse to

% The information in this case box is based on théestimonyof a victim who shared his ordeal witiAmnesty Internationabut asked for his
name andthe details of his case to be withheld for security reasons
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provide a reasoras to whyAli Abdoliwas being forced to take theoills, on one occasion when heesisted,
one o the them sat onhis chest, violently pulledhis mouth open and forcedhim to swallow the pills. When
he refused on other occasions, they bedtim. The pills had a sedative and intoxicating effecind made Ali
Abdolifeel sleepy and confused, affedng his ability to think clearly. It was in this state of disorientation that
his interrogatorstried to force him to sign ®&onfessions. Whenhe was eventuallytransferied to Adelabad
prison in Shiraz he experiencedwithdrawal symptoms from not taking the pgland suffered convulsions.

This form of torture has previously been documented by Amnesty International and other human rights
organizations including during the nationwide protests 02009 and 2017.56

Another victimwho was heldin a detention centre un by the intelligence unit of the Revolutionary Guarda
Tehran provincetold the organization thatigentsinjected an unidentified liquid into one of his ankles,
causing him extreme pain. He said that he witnessed the agents do éhsame to several othedetainees
without ever giving an explanation as to the reason they were administering the injectida told the
organization:

®They had these injections whichlsoaged on other detainees. Theghjesithe back afurankles, in

theplace whe the tendon meets the heel of the foot. It felt as if they had a saw and they were slowly sawing my
foot. It was as if they were brettieéngones of my fooingecting acid into my foot. The pain was so

excruciating that yosgtlon mr bhnt r mdr r - =

5.9DEML OF MEDICAL CARE

The authorities, including ministry of intelligence and Revolutionary Guards interrogators, prison officials and
prosecution authorities, also torturedr otherwise ilitreated detainees by deliberately depriving them of
access to medicd care for injuriessustained during the protestor as a result of torture.

According to g/ewitnessednterviewed byAmnesty Internationals well as reports fromndependenthuman
rights groups andmedia organizations in different cities across the contry including Ahva and Behbahan
in Khuzestan province Esfahan in Esfahan provinceKermanshahin Kermanshah province Malard in
Tehran province,Sadraand Shirazin Fars province Sanandajin Kurdistan province and scores of
protesters and bystandersrjured by liveammunition, birdshot and metal pellets were arrested atospitals
while seekingmedical careor immediately after being dischargedrom hospital and transferred to detention
centres where they were denied access toeatment and medication(see section 31).

Accordingto@! md r s x H msnfbrgnationssbhnmermjuded detainees were denietimely surgical
treatment to remove thebirdshot and metal pellets with which they had been shoteading toinfectionsand
other health complications Many werealsodenied antibiotics and painrelievingmedication for their injuries,
which included gunshot woundgo the legs back and stomach. Former detainee$fiave described scenes
where wounded detaineesheld in unsanitary and overcrowded conditionsscreamed from pain and cried
for help but the authorities refused to transfer them to hospitals.

Not only did nterrogatorsfail to ensure that detainees were given adequate medical care for injuries
sustained during the proteststhey even threatened tanflict more pain on the wounds of some detainees if
they refused to sign selincriminating®b n medr r hnm~ r s > sdl dmsr

Amnesty International also documented one case where interrogators refused medical care to a detainee for

injuries he saidwereinflicted on him under tortureuntigd ~ f gddc sn | “jd °~ ®bnmedrrhnm
Amirhossein Moradi, Mohammad Rajabi and Saeed Tamijidi under section 6.2). The organization has

previously documented a pattern of the authoritiesaliberately denying medical ca for the purpose of

ot mhrghmf c¢cds hmddr Aq nas hmhmf ®bnmedrrhnmr = -

Amnesty International has received information indicating that sometbg protesterswho remain in prison
are being deniedmedical care, including medi@tion, that they reed for preexsting conditionsor related to
injuries sustained at the protests oafter torture and other ilitreatment in detention (see the case of
Rezvaneh Ahmadkhanbeigi in section 3).

% Amnesty Internationalran: From protest to prison: Iran pe year after the electior{index: MDE 13/062/2010); Freedom From Torture
We will make you regret everything: Torture in Iran since the 2009 electipidarch 2013, https://bit.ly/3dGpr3w Centre forHuman Rights
in Iran, Silencing the Streets, Deaths in Prison: The December 2017 Crackdoiwm Iran, 19 February 2018,
https://www.ranhumanrights.org/2018/02/iranssuppressionof-december2017-unrest-marked-by-brutal-violationsof-law/

57 See Amnesty Internationallran: Health taken hostage: Cruel denial of medical care in Iran's prisqris8 July 2016 (Index: MDE
13/4196/2016).
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5.100NHUMANE DETENTION CONDITIONS

According toinformation received fromvictims and others with knowledge of detentiononditions, the arrest
of thousands of protestersluring the protests and in their aftermath resulted in severe overcrowding in some
prisons and detention centres.

Officials acknowledged overcrowding due to arrests connectionwith the protests. On 25 November 2019,
the head of the city council of Reyn Tehran province, Hassan Khalilabadi, expressed concern th@reater
Tehran Central Penitentiaryvas extremely overcrowded and had neither the capacity nor the fiiites to
accommodate such large numbers of detaine€s.

In addition to overcrowding, thenost common complaints about the conditions of detention centres and
prisons during this period includedfilthy and insufficient bathroom facilitieslack of adequag sanitary

facilities and products for prisoners to maintaipersonalhygiene poor ventiation; insect infestations;lack of
food and water, particularly in the first few days of detention, followed by meagre rations of poor quality ;food
and a severe shaotage of beds, meaning many prisoners hhto sleep on the floor

Some detainees werexposed to extreme temperatures. In some detention centres, detainees were forced to
stand outside in the cold, stripped of their clothes and had cold water poured on thewvith a hose. One

victim from Khuzestan province told the organization that she wagbjected to extremely cold temperatures

in her solitary confinement cell (se¢he case of female protester irsection 6.1). Another victim from Tehran
province said thathe was held in a cellwith a large bright lightthat wasturned on 24 hours a day and

emitted intense heat making him extremely uncomfortable and unable to sleep.

In some cities, many peaceful protesters and bystanders who were detained also faced aoserrisk to their
safety and wellbeing by being held in prison wardsongsideprisoners convicted of violent crimesvhere
assaults against inmates both by other inmates and prison staff, mental health issues,-kalfm among
prisoners, drug use and infectious, contagious diseaseare prevalent Similarconcernsabout inhumane
detention conditionshave beenpreviously documented byAmnesty Internationain prisons and other
detention centes across Iran®® In some cases, such inhumane conditiong themsehes may amount to
torture.

WOUNDEROTESTMBJECTEINHDMANE CONDAITIONS

A civil society activist from Khuzestan province
was subjected tocriminal proceedings in
connection with herpeaceful participation in the
protests in a city in Khuzestan pramce and her
intention totake part in thememorial
ceremonies marking the 40th day of the killing
of the protesters

She sustained agunshot woundwhen members
of the Basij and Revolutionary Guards began
firing live ammunition at a crowd of unarmed
protesters. She was taken to hospital where sh
underwent two surgcal operatiors to remove the
bullet. She was arrestec month later in mid-
December 2019.

According to information available to the
organization, she was taken to a detention
centre run by thepolice, where she was held in

% Khabar Online, &ead of the city courtil of Rey: The facilities in Fashafouyeh prison cannot meet this volume of arrests / Protesters
should be separated as soon as possible from the people who caused destructid2b November 2019,
https://www.khabaronline.ir/news/1324385(in Persian).

% Amnesty International)ran: Inhumane prison conditions need attentioindex: MDE 13/5515/2017); Amnesty International,lran: Mass
hunger strike by political prisoners in protest at inhumane conditiaiPress Release22 August 2017),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/iramass-hunger-strike-by-political-prisonersin-protestat-inhumane-conditions/
Amnesty InternationalJran: Four women jailed for attending May Day rally: Anisha Assadolahi, AteRangriz, Neda Naji and Marzieh Amir
(Index: MDE 13/0663/2019); Amnesty InternationalJran: Three activists on hunger strike after violent prison transf@®ress Release7
February2018), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/02/iratiree-activistson-hunger-strike-after-violentprison-transfer/

% The information in this case box is based on the testimony of a victim who sharegt brdeal with Amnesty InternationalThe organization
has withheldher name and the details of ler case for security reasons.
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solitary confnement for a week in a cell infested with insects and rodents, and subjected to extreme
cold temperatures

On the first night, her interrogator refused her request for a lawyer, stating that she had no righbite.
She was blindfolded during questionig and her interrogators repeatedly threatened to beat her on t
surgical wound, which had not fully healed and had developed an infection, if she did not sign a r¢
vghssdm rs sdl dms ®b ndnmeaddrgr mnef — s g® nsSBherwgsthlsvh nrm
guestioned about herintention to take part in the upcoming memorial ceremonies marking the 40th
day of the killing of the protester§he was released about a month later on bail. She was subseque
tried on anumber of criminal charges but was ultimaly acquitted

5.11IPSYCHOLOGIORTURE

In all cases documented byAmnesty Internationalinterrogators in detention centres run by the ministry of
intelligence and the Revolutionary Guardsubjected those in theircustody to psychologicaforms of torture
and other ilttreatment.

Theseincluded persistentuse ofdegrading verbal insults and profanigs directed against thevictims and
members of their familes, especially female family memeérs.

Threats were alsavidely used to induce fear and enforce obediencén addition to threats of further torture

including rape against the detaineesinterrogators routinely threatened to arrest family members of

detainees, including elderly parentsspousesor siblings, subgct their loved ones tghysical harm rape or
death,orhaes gdh g bghkcgdm rtrodmcdc eqgnl sgdhq dctb shnm k hnm
®bnmedrr -

Several victims also reported thain order to psychologically torture them, interrogars held them in cells
where they could hear sounds of beatings and detainees screaming and crying from pain, and this caused
them mental distress and anguish and induced shock and fear.

In a number ofinstances interrogatorsfalselytold victims that heir loved ones were already in custody and
were being interrogated or tortured nearbysome victims told the organization that interrogators threatened
sn ®cdrsqgnx sgdhg k h thenrfroma their spdugds and dhitdsek x r d o~ g~ s h mf

Interrogators kr n sghdc sn | "mhotk > sd cds hmddr hmsn | " jhmf ®bnn
camera by promising thatif they did so, they would be released, their prison sentences would be reduced,
or they would receive a pardon.

Victims consistentlytold Amnesty International that the psychological tortu other ilFtreatment, especially
threats to detainor harm family members, was particularly hard to endure and led them to makorced
®b nmemdmrr~ dudm vgdm sgdx g ealtrticonothenilkirdatremt v hsgr s mc ogxr
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6. UNFAIR TRIALS

®A prosecution official told us that we shdadtheot
getting a lawyer faimand not tawvasteourmoney becat
they saitherewa nothinthat lawyersalddo to help

him

Arelative of a degwho was arrested for his participation in the November.2019 protests

@l mdr s x H msedeqroh hastoundthakindividualsinvestigated andtried in connectionwith the
November 2019 protestshave suffered grossly unfair judicial proceeding3he most common fair trial
violations againstndividualshave included, but are not limited to, denial of the following rights:

1
1
1
1
1

f
f

Right to access legal counsednd adequate defere
Right not to be compelled to testify againgtneselfor to confess guilt
Right to a fair, public hearing before a competent, independent and impartial tribunal

Right not to be detained on chargeshat are vague or stem from the peaceful exercise of huamn
rights

Right to a public, reasoned judgement
Right toa mearingful appeal

Right to compensationfor miscarriages of justice

Amnesty Internationafound that many individuals prosecuted over their participation irthe November 2019
protests weresubjected to two separate trials, one in front cd Revolutionary Court and the secahin front of
a criminal court. They were triedin front of a Revolutionary Courbn charges relatel to nationalsecurity
suchas®r oqd >  chmf oqno " f " mc”~ ~f hmrs sgd rxrsdl "~

m> s hn m" k whiledfdcitggdparate criminab g~ gf dr hmbkt chmf @®mdr st gah mf

®cdr sqgt bs hn mhonteferonma codrtg B koth cases, the authorities brought the charges in
connection with the protests, even when individuals had not participated inem.

While the organization has previously documented cases of individuals being triedelation © the same
® b g h ladi m " hknsepsrate court cases, it noted mapparentincrease in this practice in relation to
defendantsput on trial in connection wth the November 2019protests Amnesty International is concerned

sg s

sghr oq  bshbd ne r ok hs s h ntieatesd sitdation where defendantsr d r

risk being tried and convicted a chargesof which they had already been congted or acquitted, in

contrawentionofHq ™ m-r nakhf s hnmygincluding thegpriritiphesofl pojotectisnhgaimst k  k °

double jeopardys*

© International Covenant on Civil and Polial Rights (ICCPR), Article 14.7
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HQ@M- R BNTQS RXRSDLY9 QDUNKTSHNM@QX @MC BQHLHMAQ@

Hq m-r bghl hm k bnt qs ofthé Gode okCrimisadPeceduren Theéygncl@lg €rimmd d 1 8 3
Court 1, Criminal Court 2and the Revolutionary Coust Defendantsare referredby the Office of the
Prosecutorto one or more ofthese courts depending on the chargebrought against them.

According to Article 303 ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure, Revolutionary Coufithave jurisdiction over 1)

bghl dr ~f hmrs m shnm k ~ mc dmchdrepeh 4corr@tohrn i hd xgs ®d ml h s x
(efsadefetarzl + ® gl dc gdadkskdoagm{' + f®fh nsrgsd gshgntth comsmtecrimesn k k t ¢ h mf
againstthe Islamic Republic + gl dc ~bshuhshdr+ “~grnm ~mc ®cdrsqtbshnm
otqgonrd ne noonrhmf sgd rxrsdl : 1( ®hmr tréne hmf sgd ent mc

ld " cdqg : -Pelated ofekcesAptrafficking of arms and ammunition and other restricted itemsnd
5) all other offences whose investigation falls under the Revolutionary Ceymtirsuant to special laws
Depending on the type of offenceproceedings beforeRevolutionaryCourts are presidedover by one ortwo
judges

According to Article 302 of the Code of Criminal Procedur€riminal Court 1 has jurisdiction to hear the

following cases: 1) crimes punishable by death; 2) crimes punishable life imprisonment; 3) crimes

punishable by amputation and cases of physical assault punishable pstyment of half or more of a full

paymentof®a k n n ¢ (Hiyempd)s ~ & grimes of degree three and higherand 5) ®olitical and

®ress crimes. Branches of Criminal Court 1 are located in the capital of each province andf deemed

necessary by the head of the judicialy hm nmd nqg | ngd n eutseatite capitpiTbeh mbd-r bnt ms
court is composed of a presiding judge and two associate judgésjt it can also convene with two judges.

Trial sessions before CriminaCourt 1 must be audio recorded or, with the permission dhe judge, video

recorded. Publication of these recordings is, however, prohibited although they may®¢ r dc~ v hsg sgd
permission of the court.

According to Article 301 of the Code ofriminal Procedure Criminal Court 2 has jurisdiction to hear all
cases except those that fall within the jurisdiction of other courtd.branch of Criminal Court 2is typically
locatedin the capital of each countyto deal with the crines that take place in the countyTheir proceedings
are presided over by a singlgudge.

Based on Article 268 ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure, theffice of the prosecutor is in charge of issuing
indictments aganst defendants and referring their cases to the courts that have jurisdiction to try the alldge
offences in question. Article 284 of the Code of Criminal Procedure states th&bne or more of the charges
brought against a defendant falls under the jisdiction of one court and the remaining charges under the
jurisdiction of other courts, a sepaate indictment must be issued for each court, containing the charges over
which the respective court has jurisdiction.

Under Article 428 ofthe Code of Crimial Procedure, firstinstance verdicts are subject to appeal in the
Supreme Court if they concerrhe following crimes: crimes punishable by death, amputation or life
imprisonment;s = -cymesyof degree three and higher; intentional physical assault puheble by more than
halfofafullo > x| d ms ne ®adeh;and pdiiticaiahd press offaces.Other firstinstance verdicts
are subject to appeal in theCourt of Appeal of which there are branches irthe capital ofeach province

6.1DENIADF ACCESSLEGAL COWANEEL
ADEQUATE DEFENCE

Amnesty International r  q d r d° g bigdividuglsdetainedingconsection with the November 2019
protestswere systematicallydenied their right to access a lawyer during the investigation phasincluding in
cases whereindividualsfaced charges carrying the death penajt

2 Revolutionary Courts in Iran were established in the aftermath of the 1979 revolution to summarily try and execute thoseidered

® msdhunkt shnm gx + hmbkt chmf hmchuh cetovelthrownvniosagchy. Sedynthesty Intergatiomal,g bd hudc ~eehkh”

Bloodr n* jdc rdbgdsr9 Vgx Hg m-r 0877 ogqhr nmindex MDE 18/@481f2018.qd nmf nhmf bqghl dr ° f
%S " -cyirhegrefer to those crimes that do nothaveapre dsd gl hmdc cdehmhshnm "~ mc ot ntheygié dms t mcdq Hr k°

codified inthe Islamic Peral Code on Discretionary and Deterrent Punishment, 22 May 1996, Book 5.
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@gshbkd 24 ne Hg m-r Bnmrshstshnm f5Hogeventhidgharantteegyd qghf gs n
has beenrendered meaningless by provisions ithe Code of Criminal Procedure athlong-standing practices
of the authorities.

The Note to Article 48 ofthe Code of Criminal Procedurédimits the right to access an independent lawyer of

nmd- r b gmquiring imfividwals facing charges related to national securitp select theirlegal counsel

for the investigation phase from dist of lawyers vetted and approved by the head of the judiciary. In Iran,

sgnrd bg gfdc vhsg ®m shnm k rdbtghsx  neahdrmbdr hmbktcd
targeted solely for the peadel exercise of their human right$®

However,in a pattern consistent with previous violations of the right to access a lawyiaterrogators
belonging tosecurity and intelligencebodies and prosecution authoritiegsonsistently faiéd to respect even
this limited guarantee and refused to provide indiduals detained in connection with the November 2019
protestsany access to even lawyers vetted and approved by the judiciary during the investigation phase.

Furthermore, in line with a growing practice inecent years,prosecutionauthoritiesand judges presiding

over Revolutionary Courtswvoked the Note to Article 48 of the Code of Criminal Procedure to prevessime
detainees from accessing lawyers of their own choosing not only at the investigation phrase even during
trial, despite such a restriction being outside the scope of the Notln these cases, the authorities told
defendants that theyhad to choose their lawyers from a list of lawyers approved by the head of the judiciary,
and the defendantswho refused wereconsequently forced to representhemselves at trial.

Amnesty International documented seven cases where individuals detained in connestwith the
protestswere tried without any legal representatiofhis waseither as a result of defadant being denied
access to a lawyer of their own choosingvhich consequently forced them to represent themselves at trial, or
because the defendants wee tried in their absence, without the state providing them with the opportunity to
secure legal repreentation. Amnesty Internationalinderstands from informed sources that the real number
of such cases is far higher.

Lawyers representingeople on trialfor charges in connection with the protests alsoften faced a range of
repressive measures, furthehampering the enjoyment of the right tadequate time and facilities to prepare
a defenceincluding: arbitrary intervention by the authorities to deny vis to clients;delayedor denial of
access to court files; lack of appropriate facilities for privat®nsultation and communication with clients;
and denial of access to theiclients. Detainees wereoften not allowed to meet their lawyers until a few los
beforetheir trial dateand sometimes not untilthe trial had begun

AREF ZAREI

Aref Zarei tookpart in protests in the area of Mali Abax
in Shiraz, Fars province, with his family on the evenin
of 16 November 2019. On that day, security forces
began firing live ammunition, birdshot and teagas at
crowds of unarmed protesters, according to research
conducted by Amnesty International.

On 30 November 2019, intelligence agents from the
police raided his family home and arrested him.
Informed sources suspect that local Basij informants
had tipped off security forces about their presence in
the protests

Following his arrest, Aref Zarei was held for nine day:
in a detention centrein Shirazbelonging to the police,
Aref Zareimprisoned in latied prison, Shiraz. @Private the first four days of which were in solitary
confinement.

% Article35r shot k' s d redto aRlasud lgavedhe ggbtlin all courts of law to choose a lawyer aifdhey are unable to do so,
arrangements must be made to provide themiws g kdf "k bnt mr dk - —

% For more information, see Amnesty Internationdkan: Regressive amendment would dealrushing blow to right to assistance of a lawyer
during investigation phrasgindex: MDE 13/0379/2019); Amnesty Internationaljran: Nearly four decades after revolution, legal framerk
remains deeply flawe (Index: MDE 13/3420/2016); Amnesty Internationalran: Flawed reforms: Iran's new code of criminal procedure
(Index: MDE 13/2708/2016).
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He was then moved to a ministry of intelligence detenti facilityin Shirazknn vm =~ r -d® @d K "~ j
(Number 100) where he was heldncommunicadoin prolonged solitary confinementor a further 16
days Hs v r tmcdqg sgdrd bnmchshnmr “~mc vhsgnts
which hit a bank sign, a® b n me ehwhichhwas used in court as admissible evidence against him.
During this time, he had no access to his family and the authorities refused to provide them with any
information about his fate and whereaboutghereby committing thecrime of enforced disapearance

Around a month after his arrest, when his family tried to seek information about him from the office of
prosecutor,an official there reportediytold them that it is not necessary to hira lawyer for him

@qde Y gdh-r b splitintofwo sepatatatniald. pt d ms k x

Nm 05 | "mt > gx 1/1/+ Aq mbg O ne sgd Qdunktshn
bnkktchmf sn bnllhs bghldr “f hmrs m shnm k r

On 19 January 2020, Branchl0l1 of Crimh m> k Bnt gs 1 hm Rghg y r dms

hl oghrnml dms enq ®chrstgahmf otakhb nqcdgq m
Both trials consisted of one session each

Cdrohsd @gde Y qdh-r e | hkxf lggwaskbméd legal reprekentation
throughout his entire pretrial detention. Both courts also denied hi;mdependently chosenlawyer access
to his casefiles and refused to allow him to represent Aref Zarei at tribecause they insisted that he
choosefrom a list of stateapproved lawyersHis lawyer was only allowed access to his cafites after the
verdicts had been issuedwhen he needed them tosubmit appeak against the rulings Both of his
convictions and sertences have been upheld on appeal.

Aref Zarei is serving his prison sentence in Adaad prison in Shiraz where he was transferred around
three weeks after his arrest.

HOSSEIN REYHANI

Hossein Reyhaniwas arrested in a violent manner by
Revolutionary Guards agents at his home in Eslahahr,
Tehran province, on 8 December 2019. He had
attended the protests inthe city weeks earlier in
November 2019.

The agents beat him and transferred him to Section 2/
of Evin prison, which is under the control of the
Revolutionary Guards, before movinhim to Section 241
of the prison, which is under the control of the
intelligence unit fiefaza) of the judiciary.

According to information available to Amnesty
Hossein Reih@fPrivate International, while held in Evin prison, Hossein Reyhe
was subjected to torture and otheill-treatment,
including through beatings and being held in prolonged solitary confinement. He was transferred to the
Greater Tehran Central Penitentiaground a month after his arrest.

Based on information received by Amnesty International and a lefiethat Hossein Reyhaniwrote from
inside prisonin July 2020, he has been charged witt®d ml h s x ~ f mohamebes) thieumgls arsori
which carries the death penaltyHossein Reyhamnsaid in his letter which was smuggled out of prison,
that this chargewas based entirely ona text message he sent from his mobile phone to a friend in whic
he said that he witnessed a bak that was on fire. It appears that the authoritiesave used the message
r ®duhcdmbd sg°s gd g ¢ adedm hmunkudc hm rd

Amnesty International understandsthaGn r r d h m Qadexwasfirat referred for trial to the
Revolutionary Court in Eslamshalhin early 2020, but that the court held that it lackedthe jurisdictionto
hear it, considering that it should instead be brought beforethe Criminal Court in EslamshahiThe
Supreme Courtwas subgquently askedto decide which courtshould try the case

% The letter is availableon the website of the Human Rights Activistsld v r  @f d mb x + ® S g dmohatelpehfor feddingdnd v h's g

sdws I drr  fd
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In his letter, Hossein Reyhansaid that, since his arrest, he ha beentortured, denied access to ay
lawyer and hal not been allowed to read his court documentsHe wrote:

@Helldod ud g x n md v gn [IFromthegtiché nay father diednl havedb£en supporting
financially in these difficult economicftirtenay bstrange¢hat my crime is jssinding text messag
to my frienthat saiecc r n 1 d o d n o kd mijTdeRevautionaty Gaiards gigedtly arrestec
transferred me to Bwiison. | was terrified and did not know why | had been arrested or what"
to me. In Evin prisonab repeatedly toraipsychologicallyheytfieRevolutiomaiGuards] repeated|
beat me with a hosepipe on mabdackdediands and feet. | was held for 17 days in a white roc
c > xr hm r nk hlslongtknow howant why thedatresised me of enmity against Go
(moharebéhor sending otext messafie A few days ago, | receddidorce lettdrom my wife and
now | feel | have nothimgreto lose.

@ ight months of uncertainty have left me tired and being in ps@esdietyd text message ha
become unbearable for me. Taatihe authoritiebave never allowed me to have a lawyer anc
know the status of my case. The only thing | know is that my case is with the Supreme Coul

®T o the people reading letter, | ask yowise your penshtelp meso that tan escape from this
gngghehb e sd-"—

6,2ZENQBDC -BNMEDRRHNMR -

The right tothe presumption of innocence requires that those facing criminal charges have the right to

remain silent during investigabn and at trial. The right to remain silent serves as an important safeguard of

the right not to be compelled to incriminate oneself anid guaranteed under Article 197 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure Despite this legal protection, and in a pattern caistent with past violationsAmnesty
Hmsdgm s hnm' k- r theape detdined ib gpnnecgommitirthe Nayénter 2019 protests
including children, were subjected to torture and other Hreatment togive written and/or videerecorded
® b n miend rSuch coerced statementswere then unlawfullyused as admissible evidence in court to
convict them, even when retracted by defendants icourt.

Courts have systematically ignored allegationsadercion, torture and other ilFtreatment and failed to orer

investigations. Severalictims told Amnesty International that they were threatened by their interrogators,
usuallymembers ofthe ministry of intelligence or the Revolutionary Guards, with further torture or the arrest

and torture of theirrelativesie s gdx gdetrdc sn | “jd ®bnmedrrhnmr~ hm eqgnm

®bnmedrrhnm  r s sd]l dmttsnrby theg intsrogatargod dicthtedstagtidem. o g d

Some victims toldAmnesty Internationathat their interrogatorsasserted thatthey wauld have them

convickdqdf " qckdrr ne vgdsmdgsggsxs@®Pbxmegntrkic ognbddc sn

the intense interrogations, frequently accompanied by torture and othertiiéatment, to stop Other victims
were promised lower senteces or medical treatment for injuries sustained under torture e s g d x

One victimfrom Mashhad detained byplain clothes agents who did not identify themselvewld the
organization:

®bn

®bnmedrrdc”

@&y interrogators kept trying to force me teeordksiors-. They kept insisting that | sign a sheet of paper
thatattributedeveratrimego me One of them saitihether you confess or not, we will convict you of

whatever we want, so you may as welbsigg these interrogations to arl askedhenmtn that case,

why should | make a confefsion wijustdo what you wantzfused to sign anything because | had done

nothingvrong.

Hm sgd c¢c xr “mc vddjr enkk nbrbadchst dzpmns ofprppagadda wdegs

Hg ™ m-r

showingh mc huhct ~ kr | ° j h mfthei@rlals mae e/enbdymand interjecting thegvidleos with

untruthful statementsand other audicvisual contentthat sought todemonize the protesters andlistort the

truth concerning theunlawful killings and other serious crimes anchuman rights violations perpetrated by

the authorities during the protestgsee section 7.2)

Given that detaineesre not allowed access to lawyers at the investigation stage in national security cases
and the wellestablishalpattd gm ne bndgbdc sdkduhrdc ®bnmedrrhnmr~ hm
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believes that the individuals in these videos would not have been in a position to give their consent freely to
their appearance in them.

State mediaalsoaired a number ofpropaganda videoghat included interviewsby state mediajournalists

with individuals injured during the protests, whdad their heads or bodies wrapped in bandage®. Amnesty

International issimilarly concerned that these interviews, some of which resdsted interrogations, were

conducted in circumstances of a coercive natureagainst the backdrop of a heavy security presence in

hospitals,” mc vdgd hmbktcdc hm aqn cdqg ogno f > mc” o  bj fdr vhs
even taken place(see section5.9).

In addition to violating the right to presumption of innocence and to remain silencégtmental anguish

b trdc sn cds hmddr ~ mc sgdhq e derefhllydthumanizeandt bg ®bnmedr r h
demonizethe victimsand purport to show their@uilt” for serious crimes, violates thabsolute prohibition on

torture and othercruel, inhuman and degrading treatment under international la?.

PROTESTERS SENTENCED TO DEATH

From left to rigAtnirhossein Moradi, Mohammad Rajabi and Sa@&tiVatejidi

Amirhossein Moradi Mohammad Rajabiand Saeed Tamijidihave been sentenced to death in connectior
with acts of arson in Tehran during the November 2019 protesin which they have denied having any
involvement Their trial was grossly unfair. They were denied accessttueir lawyers during the
investigation phae and subjected to enforced disappearance for weeks. The three men reported being
repeatedly subjected to torture and other itreatment during the investigation stage. Amirhossein Mora
also said in court that he was coerced into giving a videecorded®b medr r hnm~ s g s
on state television and unlawfully used as evidence to convict all thi€e.

Amirhossein Moradiwas arrested on 19 November 2019 and held forraund a weekin a ministry of
intelligence detention centre in Tehran beforeding transferred toin the Greater Tehran Central
Penitentiary (also known agashafouyeh prisonfor another week. He was then transferred t&vin
prison, where he was held at different tiras over the next month inSections 209 and 24Q which are
controlled by the ministry of intelligence and the intelligence unihéfaza) of the judiciary respectively.
He washeld in solitary confinement both in the ministry of intelligence dention centre and in Evin prisor
and reportedthat interrogators in Evin prisp tortured him including through beaiings, electric shocks anc
standing on his chest. Hereportedthatg d n mk x ®bnmedrrdc~ ~esdqg gh
him with medical treatrent for the injuries he sustained under torture, which they latetlenied him.

Mohammad Rajabiand Saeed Tamjidiwere arrested on 28 December 201%fter they wereunlawfully
deported to Iran from Turkey where they had fled out of fear of arrest and detemtin relation to their
participation in the protestsand intendedto seek asylum They wereheld initially in a ministry of

intelligence detention centre in Tehran. Theyeported thatthey were subjected to torture and other #l

@o" q s+ ®HQHA gdongs nm sgd Mnudl adq hthd/@wwiapanascord/v/bNMvidid Beusiarg;v r v hsg hmchuhoc
L rggdfg Mdvr+ ®EhkI 9 Sgd ehqgrs rbmnmmeddsr rMnnundrl andeq rin/l0d8 +ne sgd ~gqdrsdc qghnsc
https://www.mashreghnews.ir/news/1011582fn Persian).

% Amnesty Internationallran: Broadcasting injustice, boasting of mass killing: A case study of August 2016 executiér26 Sunni men in

Iran, (Index: MDE 13/5079/2016); Intemnational Federation for Human Rights and Justice for Ira@rwellian State: The Islamic Republic of

Hg m-r Rs  Weapoh df M&ss Suppressigre5 June 2020, https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/iran/iranew-report-demands-
end-to-the-rampant-use-of-forced-confessions

“@o" q s+ ®Tmadkhdu  akd bnmedr r hnitps://www.aparat.domMkSautjih Recsign). 1/ 08 qghns kd > cdqr — +
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treatment, including throwgh being kicked, beaten with batonshung upside down while repeaedly
beatenon their legs.

On 24 December 2019, prior to their trial, IRIB broadcast a propaganda vidéshowing the
®bnmedrrhnmr~ ne nmd vnl > m "mc 01 | dm+ hmbktc
Lng ch-r e bd hr alktmegda h'nmvas capgingéssturggdg and thrat ® b
Mohammad Rajabiand SaeedTamijidi each had a knife. He statedthat they and other people uprooted :

number of trees, put them ina road and set them on fireto block the road

On 18 February 2020, judicary spokesperson Gholamhossein Esmaili accused the three men of beinc
®ghns kd” cdqgr ~ bangsrandgétrol stfiongand fienbdthetir csiminal acts and sent the
uhcdnr sn ehRglidvwing this dndoancementthe | d mlawyers receved their court verdict
vghbg rs> sdc sg° s Agq mbg 04 ne sgd Qdunktshnm
F n c moharebeh) and sentenced them to deathThe men have denied commithg any acts of arson.
Amnesty International understand that their convictionswere based onthe tortures * hms dc ®¢«L
of Amirhossein Moradi and videos of the protests the men had filmed on their mobile phones, which
included clips of them chanting antiestablishment slogans and scenes of banks andegs on fire.

On 10 July2020, the lawyers of the three men reported on their Twitter accounts that their sentences
been upheld by the Supreme Court. On 14 July 202Qudiciary spokesperson Gholamhossein Esmaili
bnmehqgl dc sgd Rt oq dstated Bat thejr senénce codlt dhangerfoffowiag a judicial
review!? The Supreme Court subsequently accepted their request for a judicial review; as of 26 Augus
2020, their case was still under reviewThe menare imprisoned inthe Greater Tehran Censl
Penitentiary

FATEMEH DAVAND

Kurdish Iranian womanFatemeh Davandwas arrested by
ministry of intelligence agents on 17 November 2019 aft
participating peacefully in protests in the city of Bukan,
West Azerbaijan province. She was held for oneghit in a
ministry of intelligence detention centre in Bukan before
being transferred, whilst blindfolded and with her hands
and feet chained, to a ministry of intelligence detention
centre in the city of Urumieh, West Azerbaijan province.

Amnesty Interndional learned from credible sources that
she was held thereincommunicadofor two weeks in
solitary confinement, where she wadenied food for
several dag and interrogated by agents of the ministry o
intelligence without a lawyer present

Fatemeh Dav@@@rivate

Whilein solitary confinement, her interrogators triedtofpbd gdq sn f hud ®bnme
operating with unspecified Kurdish opposition groups. Several days after her arrest, under torture and
other iltreatmentthrough the deprivation of food and coetive tactics such as false promises that she
vnt kc ad gqdkd rdc sgd enkknvhmf ¢ x+ rgd v r
was not informed that those filming her were from IRIB and had no knowledtet her forced

®b n me dwas th Iperbroadcast on state television.

“@o g s+ ®Tmadkhdu  akd bnmedr r hnitps:/www.aparat.domMkSautih Recsign). 1/ 08 ghns kd > cdqr

“"Lhy ' m Nmkhmd Mdv'o q@frd mboxn+me®Sygddnbld/ ne sgd ronjdrl " m enqg sgd itchbh > gx+ Fg
https://www.mizanonline.com/fa/news/597520(in Persian).

“Hr k> Il hb Qdotakhb Midshu®@ eémgpgxsg®Mdvgkhigidg ne oghrnmdqgr hm sgd rdbnmc v ud
https://www.irna.ir/news/83855015(in Persian).
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C xr enkknvhmf gdg "qgdrs+ uhcdnr ne E sdldg

and speaking to a crowd of people during the protests was broadcast by IRIB in a propaganda video,

which depicted Fatemeh Davand andothev n1 dm s j hmf o > gs hm sfgd o1
¥

-
-

Screenshot taken from the propaganda video broadcast on IRIB. The video sfolwedithe tbcer hnm~ ne E " sdl dg
vnldm oqnsdcrdgdqgr 2rHQ®MAhns kd°

E sdldg C°

u mc v r cdmhdc “bbdrr sn gdg e I hk

Urumieh Central Prison around the beginning of December 2019. She was thgrermitted several phone
callsand a single family visit until her release on 25 March 2020.

The authorities split her case into two separate trials.

In the first trial, which took placebefore Branch 103 of the Criminal Cour2 in Bukan on 31 December
2019,shev ' r bnmuhbésdahme @®thkhb ngcdg ~mc rdmsdr

lashes.

She was released on 25 March 2020 upon payment of bapending her second trialand completion of
her prison sentencefrom her first trial Her flogging sentence has yet to be aaied out.

In the secondtrial, which took placeon 12 May 2020 before Branch 1 of the Revolutionary Court in
Mahabad, West Azerbaijan provincesgd v > r bnmuhbsdc ne ®f  sgdqghn
againstnationar d bt ghsx~ " mc rdmsdmbdc sn sggqdd xd qgr

Both of her trials were grossly unfair. Her convictions were baseéd part,t n m engbdc s®b nn
obtained under torture and other iltreatment, even though she retracted them in coudnd told the
judgessg s rgd g c addm engbdc sn fhud sgd ®bnme
videos of her peaceful participation in the protests as ielence to convict her.

She was summoned to UrumielCentral Rison on 5 August2020 to begin serving her prison sentence ¢
three years and nine months. She also risks the implementation of her flogging sentence.

Fatemeh Davands a prisoner ofconscience, imprisoned solely for exercising her rights to freedom of
expression, associabn and peaceful assembly.

# Mizan Online News Agency, which contains a page vilifyingwomenprots dgr ~mc ed st ghmf sgd ®bnmedrrhnm™ ne
took place within days of herarres®8 gd bnmedrr hnmr ne - E’ sesdutiogaryplangn the deeentsubves®yg,®1 bnt ms dq
November 2019, https://www.mizanonline.com/fa/news/569736(in Persian).
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6.3CLOSEDIR IN ABSENBARINBGEFORE
BIASED BODIES

The trials of those convicted and sentenced in connection with the protests of Noveznl2019 have
generally consisted of just one brief session, sometimes lasting only a fewmutes, according to informed
sources.

Hm khmd vhsg sgd rdbgdshud m stqd ne Hq m-r bghl hm™ k

Amnesty International ad other human rights organizations, trighroceedingsbefore criminal and
Revolutionary @urts have generallytaken place behind closed doors

In all casesdocumented by Amnesty Internationalfamilies were not allowed to attendnd, in severalcases

knoom sn sgd nqf mhy shnm+ dudm sgd cdedmc msr -

Amnesty International is also aware of at lea#itree cases where the defendants themselves were not
presentin their trialsand were convicted and sentenced itheir absence(in absentig.

In at least twoof these cases, the authorities failed eitheo notify the defendants of their trial dates or to
ensure their transfer from prison to courtdn the third case, the individual had fled the countrypy the time
their trial took place.

ALI AZIZI

Azerbaijani Turkic activist Ali Azizi was arrested in a
violent manner by agents fronthe intelligence unit of

after taking part in protestan Urumieh three days
earlier.

According to information from infomed sources, the
agents pulled out guns, punched and kickedim all
over his body, and smashed his head onto the car.

He was taken to an overcrowded detentionenitre
belonging to the intelligence unit of the police in
Urumieh where he was held in the same space with

a

Azerbaijani Tudativist Ali Azizi @Private for participating in the protests.

@k h  @temmogators questioned him about why he had #nded the protests, what he had chanted

the police on the morning of 19 November 2019 outsidt
his place of work in Urumieh, West Azerbaijan provinct

scores of other men and women who were also detain

during the protests and with which groups he has lks. He was released on baithe same day but was

rearrestedon 23 February 2020, this time by ministry of intelligence agents/ho detained him for one

night in their detention centre in Urumieh and then for a further 10 days in a detention centre in Tabr

East Azerbaijan provincewhich was also run by theministry ofintelligence During this time, he was helc

incommunicadoin solitary confinementand interrogaed without a lawyer presentHe was transferred
Tabriz prisonafter 10 days

Ali Azizi has faced two cases in relation to his participation in the protests and human rights activism ¢

behalf of the Azerbaijani Turkic minority.

His trial took place in his absence before Branch 101 of Crimin&lourt 2in Urumieh while he was held ir

to

Tabrizprison because theauthoritiesthere failed to transferhim to the courthouse in Urumieh thereby

denying him the opportunity todefend himself Despitettd ~t sgnghshdr - e hktc

his trial, the court issued a verdict on 12 March 2020b n mu h b s h mf ghl ne @ h
relation to his peaceful participation in the protestand sentencing him to 20 lashes and dine in lieu o
an eightmonth prison sentenceThebnt gs bhsdc "~ r ®bghl dr~ odhnb
0 q n s tbrcavict him

When his verdict was upheld, he was given 20 days within which to request a retrial, during which tim

he wasprovisionallyreleasal from prisonon 25 March 2020 after payinga sum of money His request
was grantedand the retrial took placewith a lawyer presentn the same court of first instanceBranch
101 of CriminalCourt 2in Urumieh. The day after his trialthe court reinstatedits original verdict
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