
Banned Books Week
Each year during Banned Books 

Week, Amnesty International draws 
attention to people around the world 

who have been imprisoned, 
threatened, or murdered because of 

what they wrote or published. In 
solidarity with the American Library 

Association and organizations 
around the world, Amnesty activists 
work to fight challenges to freedom 

of expression.

amnestyusa.org/banned-books-2020

Defend Free Speech
Everyone has the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, 

receive and impart information and 
ideas through any media and 

regardless of frontiers. 

– Article 19 –
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Yang Hengjun - China - Novelist, 
Academic & Blogger - Facing from 3 

years in prison up to death 

Masrat Zahra - India - Photojournalist 
- Facing up to 7 years in prison

Yulia Tsvetkova - Russia - LGBTI & 
Women’s Rights Activist - Facing 

prosecution and harassment 

Shakthika Sathkumara - Sri Lanka - 
Writer - Facing up to 10 years in 

prison

Andrea Sahouri - USA - Journalist - 
Arrested covering a protest and 

charged with failure to disperse and 
interference

Nguyen Van Hoa - Vietnam - 
Environmental Reporter - Sentenced 

to 7 years in prison and tortured

Akram al-Walidi, Abdelkhaleq Amran, 
Hareth Hamid and Tawfiq al-Mansouri 
- Yemen - Journalists - Sentenced to 

death 

To learn more, visit the website or 
scan the QR code below with the 

camera on your smartphone!

amnestyusa.org/banned-books-2020
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