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URGENT ACTION 
 

JOURNALIST ARRESTED OVER DEFAMATION CHARGES 
Journalist and President of the Niger bloggers association Samira Sabou was charged with defamation 
by means of electronic communication on 10 June 2020 and immediately transferred to the prison of 
Niamey. Sani Mahamadou Issoufou, son of The President of Niger and deputy chief of staff of the 
Presidency filed a complaint against her after a Facebook user mentioned his name in a comment 
responding to Samira’s publication relating to allegation of corruption. Samira Sabou did not mention 
his name. The case is politically motivated and is part of the crackdown on human rights defenders, 
activists and journalists who speak about allegations of high level of corruption after the Ministry of 
Defense’s audit report leaked.  

 
TAKE ACTION:  
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You 

can also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 
2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 117.20. It’s important to report because we share the 

total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  
 
Minister of Justice Mr. Marou Amadou 
Due to postal restrictions caused by COVID-19, please only 
send physical mail to the Embassy 
Email: marou_amadou2000@yahoo.fr  
Fax: +227 20 72 37 77 
 
 

Ambassador Hassana Alidou 
Embassy of the Republic of Niger 
2204 R St. NW Washington, DC 20008 
Phone: 202 483 4224 I Fax: 202 483 3169 
Email: communication@embassyofniger.org  
Twitter: @HassanaAlidou 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 

Dear Minister  
 
Journalist and administrator of the information site mides-niger.com, Samira Sabou was summoned on June 9, by the senior 
investigating judge of Niamey’s High Court to appear on a case related to allegations of corruption by public officia ls. On 
Wednesday 10 June, when she responded to the summons of the investigating judge, the warrant had no connection with 
the initial charges against her. She was charged with defamation following a complaint by Sani Mahamadou Issoufou. Sani 
Mahamadou Issoufou, son of the President of Niger and deputy chief of staff of the Presidency, filed a complaint against 
her after a user mentioned his name in a comment on Samira‘s Facebook publication of 26 May, relating to allegations of 
corruption. Samira Sabou never mentioned his name. The case is politically motivated and is part of the crackdown on 
human rights defenders, activists and journalists who speak about allegations of high-level corruption. 
 
Amnesty International has consistently called for decriminalizing defamation and that imprisonment is never an appropriate 
penalty in defamation matters.  
 
Those in detention in Niger face heightened risk due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
I urge you to act swiftly to uphold and ensure full protection of the rights of everyone including the rights to freedom of 
expression and association by immediately dropping all charges against Samira Sabou which Amnesty International 
considers to be motivated by political interest. I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Samira Sabou from 
detention as she is detained solely for exercising her human rights. Pending her release, the authorities should ensure that 
she has regular and unrestricted access to her family and a lawyer of her choice. If contact visits are restricted due to 
COVID-19 preventive measures, there should be alternative communication, for example, by phone, emails or video calls. 
Finally, I urge you to end the harassment and intimidation of human rights defenders, anti-corruption activists and journalists 
and respect, protect and promote their rights to freedom of expression and association. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:marou_amadou2000@yahoo.fr
mailto:communication@embassyofniger.org
https://twitter.com/hassanaalidou?lang=en


 
 
First UA: 117/20 Index: AFR 4326682020 Niger Date: 8 July 2020 

 

AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 600 Pennsylvania Ave, 5th Floor Washington, DC 20003 
T (212) 807- 8400 | uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Journalist and administrator of the mides-niger.com news site, Samira Sabou was fired from her position as a contractual 
worker for the newspaper, Le Sahel, which is managed by the National Office for Publishing and Press (ONEP, Office 
National d’Édition et de Presse) in October 2017, after she posted a photo of herself mimicking President Issoufou. Following 
pressures from the authorities, her phone was taken from her by her editor, and the photo was forcibly deleted from her 
Facebook On 17 February 2020, a Tribunal in Niamey considered her firing from ONEP as abusive and ordered  her 
employer to pay her compensation in the sum of FCFA 2.640.000.  
 
The audit of the Niger defence ministry revealed allegations of overcharging of contracts and the embezzlement of billions 
of CFA francs intended for the purchase of military equipment for soldiers engaged on the various anti-terrorism fronts 
between 2017 and 2019. 
 
According to a statement from the government spokesperson, the audit found weaknesses in the procurement procedures, 
as well as in the monitoring of their execution. 
 
Since March 2020, members of civil society have denounced on social media and during demonstrations the facts revealed 
in the audit report - which leaked - the intrusions of the executive in the judicial proceedings and asked for a legal prosecution 
for those suspected to be responsible. 
 
Since the beginning of the year, Amnesty International has recorded 27 arrests of activists, unionists, journalists and 
dissenting voices in Niger, 17 of them are anti-corruption activists who spoke out about allegations of corruption involving 
the Ministry of Defence. 
 
Seven activists were arrested between 15 and 17 March in Niamey after organizing a demonstration on 15 March to demand 
an investigation and prosecution of those suspected of embezzlement of funds for the Defence Ministry. 
 
There is also a pattern of harassment and intimidation of activists based on Cybercriminality Law. From March to end of 
May 2020, at least four activists were arrested and charged on the basis this law.  
 
Ali Idrissa, coordinator of ROTAB (The Organisation for Transparency and Budgetary Analysis) and leader of civil society 
organisation was summoned to the police station on 9 April following a complaint by the former Army Chief of Staff. He was 
accused of defamation in connection with the corruption scandal involving the Ministry of Defense. Ali Idrissa was released 
on bail on 14 April. He was charged with “defamation against the general of the army and the wife of the former Chief of 
staff”, as well as the “dissemination of information likely to disturb public order” based on the Cybercriminality Law. 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 19 August 2020.  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Samira Sabou (she/her) 
 
 
 


