Outcome UA: 081/20 Index: AMR 53/2979/2020 Venezuela

Date: 3 September 2020

URGENT ACTION
INCOMMUNICADO DETAINEE RELEASED
Maury Carrero, detained arbitrarily in April 2020 by officers of the Directorate for Military
Counterintelligence (DGCIM) in Caracas, was unconditionally released on 2 September as part of a
group of 110 individuals recently pardoned by Nicolás Maduro. Maury Carrero spent five months in
prison, indicted for crimes under counterterrorism legislation.
NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.
On 2 April 2020, approximately 15 DGCIM officials raided the home of Maury Carrero, taking many of the family’s
valuables and electronics. The officials advised Maury Carrero’s parents that they were taking her temporarily and would
bring her back home, as the search warrant did not include her name on it. Maury Carrero did not return home that night
and spent five months arbitrarily detained. During her detention, her family and lawyers were repeatedly denied
communication or access to her, only allowing extremely short phone calls approximately once a week during the first
month of detention in which officials were present the entire time and she was unable to speak freely nor safely about the
conditions of her detention. She was transferred to National Institute for Women's Guidance (INOF by its acronym in
Spanish) facilities on 14 May, where officials denied her access to her family and lawyers under the excuse of the state of
alarm that was in place as response to the COVID-19 pandemic since 13 March 2020. On 19 May, she was indicted by
the prosecution with ‘concealment of firearms’ and ‘association to commit crimes’, both under the Venezuelan Organic
Law Against Organised Crime and Financing of terrorism.
On 31 August, authorities announced a ‘pardon’ for 110 individuals in prison, conditionally released, who have sought
protection in foreign embassies in Caracas or fled the country. These 110 people include several cases for whom
Amnesty has campaigned, including Maury Carrero, prisoner of conscience and union leader Rubén González, political
activist Nicmer Evans, and parliamentarians Gilber Caro, and Renzo Prieto. After a two-day delay since the
announcement, Maury was unconditionally released on 2 September.
Whilst we strongly reject any pretence that this measure implies recognition of criminal responsibility of Maury or others,
we welcome this measure insofar as it grants unconditional freedom to many who never should have been jailed,
prosecuted, or whose freedom has been curtailed by unjust restrictions and conditions.
Amnesty received messages directly from Maury’s mother and friends thanking supporters for their actions and solidarity.
We sincerely thank all people who took action on behalf of Maury.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Maury Carrero (she/her/hers)
THIS IS THE THIRD UA AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 081/20
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr53/2610/2020/en/
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