URGENT ACTION

FOUR MEN AT IMMINENT RISK OF EXECUTION
Mukesh Singh, Pawan Gupta, Vinay Kumar Sharma and Akshay Thakur are at immediate risk of being hanged after they were convicted for the rape and murder of a 23-year-old woman in Delhi in 2012. The President of India has rejected the mercy petition of Mukesh and Vinay. 

TAKE ACTION: 
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.
2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 5.20. It’s important to report because we share the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help. 
First UA: 05/20 Index: ASA 20/1749/2020 India		Date: 4 February 2020
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Ram Nath Kovind
President of India 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi, 110004
INDIA
Email: us.petitions@rb.nic.in

Ambassador Amit Kumar
Embassy of India
2107 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20008
Phone: 202 939 7000 I Fax: 202 265 4351
Twitter: @IndianEmbassyUS @KumarAmitMEA
Facebook: @IndiaInUSA
Instagram: @indianembassyus
Salutation: Dear Ambassador
Dear President of India,

[bookmark: _Hlk31712951]I ask for your urgent intervention to halt the executions and commute the death sentences of Mukesh Singh, Pawan Gupta, Vinay Kumar Sharma and Akshay Thakur. 

The four men are at immediate risk of being hanged after being convicted for the gangrape and murder of the 23-year-old woman in New Delhi in 2012. The crime of which they are convicted was extremely violent and shocked people all around the world. While I feel the utmost sympathy for the family of victim and in no way wish to further their suffering, I appeal to you to halt the cycle of violence and stop the executions. I oppose the death penalty in all cases, as the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.

Executions do not eradicate violence against women. There is no evidence to show that the death penalty acts as a unique deterrent. Instead, I call on you to put pressure on the Government of India to allocate adequate resources for the effective implementation of laws, improve conviction rates and ensure certainty of justice in all cases, through fair proceedings and without resort to the death penalty. 

[bookmark: _Hlk31712873]Even the Justice Verma Committee, whose recommendations were relied upon to reform laws on sexual assault and rape in the aftermath of the Nirbhaya case, opposed imposing the death penalty in cases of rape. India has not hanged anyone since 2015, and I implore you to ensure that this hiatus in executions continues by commuting the death sentences imposed on the four men.

Yours sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Additional information

The 2012 Delhi gang rape case involved a rape and fatal assault that occurred on 16 December 2012 in New Delhi.  The murder victim was a 23-year-old woman who was beaten, gang raped and tortured in a private bus in which she was travelling with her friend. 
The incident generated widespread national and international coverage. Since Indian law does not allow the press to publish a rape victim’s name, the victim was widely known as Nirbhaya.
As a result of widespread public calls for improved security for women, in December 2012, a judicial committee was set up to study and take public suggestions for the best ways to amend laws to provide quicker investigation and prosecution of people suspected of sex offences. After considering about 80,000 suggestions, the committee submitted a report which indicated that failures on the part of the government and police were the root cause behind crimes against women and contained recommendations on a wide range of issues that impact the safety of women and gender discrimination, ranging from laws on violence against women, child sexual abuse and honour killings; to principles of sentencing, the creation of adequate safety measures for women, police reforms, and electoral reform. The report opposed punishing rape with the death penalty.
Six men were arrested and charged in relation to this crime, but one died in prison and another, who was below 18 years of age at the time of the incident, was tried and convicted by a juvenile court. On 13 March 2014, the Delhi High Court found each of the defendants guilty of rape, murder, unnatural offences and destruction of evidence and confirmed death sentence for all four. The court noted that the crime fell into the “rarest of rare” judicial category set under Indian law to restrict the use of the death penalty.  
Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases and under any circumstances. The President of India has the power to grant pardon to a person awarded the death sentence. As of 3 February 2020, the President of India has rejected the plea of two of the prisoners, Mukesh Singh and Vinay Kumar Sharma. The other two convicts are at various stages of exhausting other legal remedies.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English 
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 17 March 2020
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Mukesh Singh (He/His), Pawan Gupta (He/His), Vinay Kumar Sharma (He/His), Akshay Thakur (He/His)
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