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URGENT ACTION 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER RELEASED  

 
On 14 February 2020, Joaquín Elo Ayeto was released from Black Beach Prison in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, where he had been imprisoned for almost a year following his arbitrary arrest on 25 February 
2019. He was released without any explanation or any papers confirming his situation.  

 
NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS. 
 
On 14 February 2020 Joaquín Elo Ayeto, was released from Black Beach Prison in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, where he 
had been imprisoned for almost a year. Without any explanation or information, Joaquín was taken out of the prison and 
left on the street without a phone or any money.  
 
The release took place following a meeting on the same day of the Secretary General of the Convergence for Social 
Democracy Party, and other members of the opposition party of which Joaquín is a member, with Teodoro Obiang, 
President of Equatorial Guinea. In that meeting the President gave the order to release Joaquín.  
 
Joaquín Elo Ayeto was arrested at his home on 25 February 2019, accused of having information on a plot to kill the 
president. Joaquín was tried for defamation and threats against the President on 21 November 2019. His sentence was 
never read. 
 
Despite his imprisonment Joaquín Elo Ayeto is determined to carry on with his human right work: “Now that I am free I’m 
going to carry on doing the work that I used to do before. I can see that the country is in a much worst situation 
than a year ago when I was detained. The economic crisis is worst, the government continues without giving 
information to its citizens…” 
 
Following his release, Joaquín Elo Ayeto shared the following message with Amnesty International: “I have been told of 
the work that you have done for me and I want to thank the titanic effort by Amnesty International that has 
resulted in my release. I want to thank all the work that has been done to achieve my release”. 
 
 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Joaquín Elo Ayeto (he/his) 
 
THIS IS THE FOURTH AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 15/19 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr24/1663/2020/en/  
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