URGENT ACTION

PROTESTERS AT CONTINUED RISK 
On 9 and 10 June, thousands of Haitians marched in Port-au-Prince against corruption and poverty, some calling for the resignation of President Jovenel Moïse. Amidst reports of excess use of force by the police, and ongoing protests, President Jovenel Moïse should guarantee the right to freedom of expression and assembly, promptly investigate alleged human rights abuses, and bring those responsible to justice.

TAKE ACTION: 
1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.
2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 85.19. It’s important to report because we share the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help. 


FIRST UA: 085/19 Index: AMR 36/0515/2019 Haiti		Date: 14 June 2019
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President Jovenel Moïse
1, Rue de la République
Palais National
Port-au-Prince. Haiti.1, Rue de la République
Palais National
Port-au-Prince
Haiti
[bookmark: _Hlk11169958]Email: Nahomme.dormil@presidence.ht  



Ambassador Hervé H. Denis
Embassy of the Republic of Haiti
2311 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20008
Phone: 202 332 4090 I Fax: 202 745 7215
Email: amb.washington@diplomatie.ht 
Contact form: https://bit.ly/2Df0OvQ 
Twitter: @EmbassyOfHaiti
Facebook: @EmbassyofHaiti
Instagram: @EmbassyofHaiti
Salutation: Dear Ambassador

[bookmark: _Hlk11169996]Dear Mr. President,

As demonstrations continue in Haiti, we call on your government to guarantee the right to freedom of expression and assembly of those protesting.

[bookmark: _Hlk11170278]I am deeply concerned by reports of human rights violations, including alleged extrajudicial executions, by the National Police and Security Unit of the National Palace in the context of the protests on 9 and 10 June. The reported killing of a radio journalist on 10 June is a threat to freedom of expression.

I also welcome the prompt opening of an investigation by the National Police, after a video emerged on social media which appeared to show men dressed in Haitian police uniforms stoning a man lying on the floor. 

I call on your government to ensure that police restrain from using excess force, insist that authorities promptly investigate all allegations of human rights violations, and bring those suspected of criminal responsibility to justice.

Yours sincerely,

	




Additional information

On 9 and 10 June, thousands of Haitians took to the streets of Port-au-Prince to demonstrate against poverty, corruption, and to call for the resignation of the President. The current round of protests was sparked after further independent reports implicate senior officials in the diversion of billions of dollars in proceeds from oil provided to Haiti by Venezuela on favourable terms.
After similar protests in February 2019, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights reported that at least 41 people died and 100 were injured.
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that 2.6 million people need humanitarian assistance in 2019, amidst an increase in the price of petroleum and food in 2018, and rising inflation.



PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 12 July 2019
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Haiti Protesters (they, them, theirs).

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: n/a
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