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1.INTRODUCTION

On Wednesday 12 Jun®019, tens of thousandsob gqnsdr sdqr hm Gnmf Jnmf snnj
political centreto demand that the Hong Kong government withdraproposed amendments to the extradition
law.

The Hong Kong policeused the violent acts of a smalljroup as a pretext to useunnecessary andexcessive
force against the vast majority of peaceful protestern particular, the Hong Kong police acted through the
Police Tactical Unit and its sukdivision Special Tactical Squad.

Police used ear gas, guns firing lean bagsrounds and rubber bullets, pepper sprayand batons to disperse
the demonstration.Rt bg ®k dr r k d sugually classifidd  agcrowdicontroloddvices but they can
still lead toserious injuryor even death.Theyshould not be directed at gaceful demonstrators or bystanders,
but onlyto stoppersons engaged in violencdJnder international standardspnly tear gas is generally accepted
as a dispersal toolvhen used in appropriate circumstances

Amnesty International hagollected footages ad verified 20 of them concernindl4 incidents of excessivaise

of force by theHong Kong Policeon the ground during the mass protest. Thision-exhaustivecollection of
videos draws upon extensive media coverage and social media posts lmcal and interndional press
organizations,civil society groups and people in Hong Kong. Based on our careful examination of these
incidents, we find that the use of force by police in the largely peaceful protest that took place on 12 June
violated international humanights law and standards.

Law enforcement officials must attempt nowmiolent means first, including dialogue, descalation and
negotiation, in the policing of assemblies before resorting to any use of far€his duty includes the prevention

of unnecessay escalation. A policing approach that displays a heawanded, zerctolerance attitude with
robust interventions from the outset may contribute to increased tension and provoke hostility or aggressive
reactions, leading to the overall escalation of a sittion. The physical appearance (for example, the equipment
used or numbers mobilized) and attitude displayed by the police should be naéhreatening in order not to
unnecessarily fuel tensions. If law enforcement decides to use force, it must be in stéompliance with the
principles of legality, necessity and proportionality.
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On Wednesday 12 June 2019, tens of thousands of Hong Kong @ m
protesters in Hong Kong took over streets around the =

. city's political centre to demand that the Hong Kong
government withdraw proposed amendments to the ADMIRALTY e
extradition law. £8

We have createdan interactive mapdocumenting the incidents of excessive use of police force in the protest
on June 12.

I
m

Created with Mapme - using Mapbox | OpenStreetiap

THE ANEXTRADITION LAWFROBACKGROUND

- Nm 01 Itmd+ ognsdrsdqr snnj nudg ¢
Pl = = Pl gd cpt gsdaqr s n ¢ dgovemment swithdrawprepased
b - : - Aot amendments to the extradition law. This protest followed a march against th
o | ~~ same bill on 9 June carried out by more than 1.03 million Hong Kong people
A | 8 'l‘ v=! according to the organizers.
o -

If enacted, these amendments wouldexpand extadition arrangements and

would allowthe handoverof persons in the territory of Hong
Kongto mainland China. Thiswould extend the power of the mainland
authorities to target critics, human rights defenders, journalists, NGO worker
and anyone else in Hag Kong.

MainlandBg hm™ - r i t r s h b edocumented detordgf arbitrary
detention, torture and other iltreatment, serious violations of fair trial
rights, enforced disappearancesand various systems of incommunicado
detention without trial*

On 16 June, nearly 2 million people in Hong Kong took to the streets agai
to demand, among other things, the complete withdrawal of the extraditior
bill and a thorough investigation of the excessive use of police force on 1
June.

1 See, for example, Amnesty InternationdB g h m* 9  ®V g d (ndex:"’A§AI17/914312R18),
www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1791132018ENGLISH.PBRnesty InternationalBg h m™ - r ¢ d(Indek: ASAr db gd s r
17/5849/2017), www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1758492017ENGLISH.PDRmnesty InternationalNo end in sight Torture

and forced confessions in Chindindex: ASA 17/2731/2015),www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1727312015ENGLISH.PDF
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https://story.mapme.com/5f0f348c-8af8-44e5-bfa6-4c55de1bbec0
http://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1791132018ENGLISH.PDF
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WEAPONS RERSONNEL DEPIXQYEIRDING TO POLICE

Police Commissioner Stephen Lo said in a press conference on 13 June thi
sgd onkhbd ehqgdc 04/ qgntmcr ne sd
and 20 beanbag shots during the protest on 12 Jung.

Multiple foaages and images showed that Special Tactical Squad
"'mhbj mQl o s)nvwRre deployed during the protest. The Special
Tactical Squad is a subdivision of the Police Tactical Unit of the Hong Kon
Police Force.The Hong Kong Police did not provide infornimn about the
number or typesof police deployed to the protest on 12 June.

2Jghr Bgdmf + ®@=Hdrddong pplite smyql50hrannids of tears gas, 20 bean bag shots fired duringestivs g chshnm k v

Hong Kong Free Pess 13 June 2019, www.hongkongfp.com/2019/06/13/justestrainedhong-kong-police-say-150-rounds-tears-gas-20-
beanbag-shotsfired-anti-extraditionlaw-riot/
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2. UNLAWFUL USE OF
BATONS AND RUBBER
BULLETS

Footage submitted by members of the publishows a group of riot police using batons to brutally beat a

peaceful protester during daylight hours on 12 June at the intersection between Harcourt Road and Tim Wa

@udmtd+ svn | "ing gn cr ~ci bdms sn s gratesteriwasxlearly o™ gk h ™ | dn
not acting violently or resisting, but police continued to beat him even after they had wrestled him to the

ground.

/I\A group of riot police used batons to brutally beat a peaceful protester, who was clearlynestsdicting violently or

This is a clearly unlawful use of batons. The use of force in this case is completely unnecessary and
disproportionate. Unless there is a risk of death or serious injury, baton strikes should never aim at the head
or shoulders, as all as to thgenitals, spine and other vulnerable parts of the body, as they could constitute a
lethal use of force or cause serious injury. This footage shows no operational need for the man to be neutralise
in such manner. Even if he was engaged in violence, once hie on the groups, the baton strikes must
immediately cease.
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https://streamable.com/hke9t

Enns fd egnl sgd Gnmf Jnmf T mbkhowsa gréup ofeightgiot policenafficers T mhnm B |
using batons to beat a subdued protestayn the pavement along Lung Wo Road, outside the City Hall Memorial
Garden in Central, during the daytime on 12 June. The protester had been carrying a box of bottled water.

| 2

p o012 / 059

4\A group of riot police officers used batons to beat a subdued protsyargvabovasf bottled water.
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https://youtu.be/FG9fGy9JcYw

Footage from HK Apple Dailghows a group of riot police using batons and the edge of their shields to brutally
beat a female protester multiple times during the daytime on 12 June after she had been wrestled to the
ground outside the Legislative Council.

4\A group of riot police using batons and the edge of their shields to brutally beat a female protester multiple times

Hand-held batons can easily cause unwarranted injury, even risking brain injury or death if the head, neck,
spine or other sensitive aras are hit in overarm strikes. They must not be directed at peaceful demonstrators

or bystanders, but only to overcome violent resistance. Any use of batons will also be seen as aggressive and
threatening and may therefore lead to the escalation of viotsn

The edge of a shield can be lethal. Only the flat side of the shield, never the edge, should be used against
protesters

Footagefrom Hong Kong's TVB Newshows Special Tactical Squadchembersfiring what are thought to be

rubber bullets into crowds of protesters on the pavement and the flyowar the intersection between
Harcourt Roadand Cotton Tree Drive during daylight hours ob2 June. The footage shows arotesterbeing
hit in the face by a suspected ribber bullet.

upP

4\Special Tactical Squad members fired what are thought to be rubber bullets into crowds of protesters.
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https://streamable.com/2s9yj
https://sendvid.com/g4c9n2rd
https://streamable.com/2s9yj

Rubber bulletscan cause serious injuries, especially if the point of impact is the head, face or upper torso.
For this reason, they shuld never be shot targeting those areas. Law enforcement officials must never use
rubber bullets to disperse a crowd, but to only stop individuals engaged in violence against persons. Therefore,
rubber bullets should only be used in situations where it feasible to target such individuals specifically and
must not be fired into a crowd or as random shots.
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IMPROPER USE OF
RIOT CONTROL AGENT
(RCAY TEAR GAS AND
PEPPER SPRAY

While the afternoon of 12 June saw increasing clashes between frdinie police and protesters in some
locations, the tear gas deployed by police affected areas far beyond those skirmishes and where no violence
had taken place at all.

Footage from members of publicshows tens of thousands of protesters had gathered on the streets

surrounding the Legislative Council. Police began to disperse the mostly peaceful crowd on Tim Wa Avenue
on the afternoon of 12 June by firing rounds of tear gas against protesters, many of wmheere wearing masks
and goggles and carrying umbrellas.

T Police began to disperse the mostly peaceful crowd on Tim Wa Avenue by firing rounds of tear gas against the protesters

Amnesty International monitors also witnessed the deployment of tear gashe afternoon of 12 June
against peaceful protesters in Harcourt Road.
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https://photos.app.goo.gl/1NB9LKb4P5wYyMb9A

Footage submittedby members of the publicand uploaded by Legislative Council member Chu Hoi Dick

shows that at around 4 pm on 12 June, police unleashed tear gas from both sides of Lung Wui Road at the

r ld shld sn chrodqgrd ° k>qgfd bqgnvc buflding gppogitd mthet sr hcd @c
Legislative Council. Hundreds of largely unarmed protesters were then cornered by the police while trying to

get into CITIC Tower to escape the tear gas. With no other escape routes, many rushed into the building and

some were sea trying to use crowdcontrol barriers to break open the main doors of the building as two of the

five main doors were locked. In one of the clips of the incident examined by Amnesty International, police can

be seen firing at least nine rounds of tear gdsom behind and at a close distance while surrounding protesters

outside the building.

y

W 2:34/3:27

Hundreds of largely unarmed protesters were cornered by the police while trying to get into the entitdimzeafOISit€ tdawve . egimlative
Council, to escape from the tear gas.

Tear gas may only be used to disperse crowdghen violence is widespread, and only where peopkre able

to leavethe area. It maynot be usedin confined spaces or where exits are blocked or restricted. Tear gas
canisters should never be fired directly at a persorand the same targetsshould not be exposeal to RCAs
several times during a short time period. Clearly audible warnings must be issued prior to their use, and people
must be allowed sufficient time to leavehe scene.

Footagefrom HK Apple Dailyshows a police officer in protective gear spraying 14 shots of suspected pepper
liquid at close range in the face of a man sitting alone amhssively on the edge of an outdoor planteluring
the daytimeon 12 June in Lung Wo Road. The sprays were clearly unnecessary and abusive as the man
posed no threat.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13eauJMTOkU
https://www.facebook.com/chuhoidick/videos/408199009796023/?v=408199009796023
https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/videos/2328603267392842/

/]\A police officer in protective gear sprayed suspected pepper liquid at close range in the face of a than posing no threat at a

Footage posted by hkpeanuts.corshowsa team ofriot police blocking an MTR exit andrepeatedly used

pepper spray on a group of retreating protesters in the evening of 12 June. The incident took place in an
extremely confined space at exit E1 or E2 of the Admiralty MTR (underground subway) station near Harcourt
Park. One individual in white who showed no signs of threat to the police was targeted with pepper spray at
close range.

Posted by #¥#7E/: hkpeanuts.com
1,133,151 Views

/I\A team of riot police blocked an MTR exit and repeatedly used pepper spray in an extremely confined space inside the MTR
station on protesters who were retreating.

Hand-held irritant chemicalssuch as pepper spraysare not appropriatefor dispersal purposes orto gain
compliance and may only be usedas a defenceagainstsubjects whosebehaviour presents a serious risto
public order or the physical integrity of other members of the public or police officel$ used, repeated or
prolonged exposureo these chemicalsshould be avoided. Sprays should never be used at @sthnce of less
than one metre, in an enclosed are or on a subject who is restrained or handcuffedChemical irritants may
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=508913512981322

only be used in areas where people have the opportunity to disperse and not in confined spaces or spaces
where exits are blocked, restricted or not easily accessibleaw enforcementagencies should use a chemical
irritant with the lowest level of toxicity that is still likely to be effective for the law enforcement objective
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4.LACK OF VISIBLE
IDENTIFICATION

Footagefrom four online sourcest TVB News members of public Commercial Radio Newand RTHK Video

News + showsthree occasions during dispersal operations on 12 Juria which the Special Tactical Squad

v mns vd  qhmf uhrhakd s fr+ dhsgdg vhsg sgd hmchuhct
them. Secretary for Security John Lee Kehiu said in the Legislative Council meeting on 19 June that the

uniform of the Special Tactical Squad had no space for a placing police identification badges.

Law enforcement officials interacting with the public sluld be individually identifiable through name or
personal number tags to ensure the full accountability of law enforcement agencies for all their actions.
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https://sendvid.com/6kwf1ntw
https://streamable.com/hke9t
https://www.facebook.com/crhknews/videos/2420096214722357/
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5.RESTRICTIONS ON
JOURNALISTS AND
MEDICS

Footage fromCommercial Radio Newsand RTHK Video Newsshow police officers using batons to disperse
journalists on thenight of 12 June at Justice Drive. Police officers used aggressive tactics to obstruct journalists
on site, even after the journalists had made their identities clear to police.

/I\L dl adgr ne sgd Onkhbd-r Ro dde fodrfalistSswhb kal imadd cle& pheir identitiesltq tbe policerandbistica Driven The s n ¢
officers were not wearing visible tags for identification during the dispersal operations.
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