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URGENT ACTION 
 

HEALTH OF IMPRISONED CRIMEAN TATAR AT RISK 
Crimean Tatar, Edem Bekirov, has been detained in Simferopol since his detention by Russian security 
forces on 12 December 2018. He is a wheelchair user and has serious health conditions that require 
specialized medical care not available in the detention center. After the last visit on 24 May, his lawyer 
reported a grave deterioration of Edem Bekirov’s health prompting concerns for his life. 
 

TAKE ACTION:  

1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You 
can also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 

2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 79.19. It’s important to report because we share the 
total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  

 
Major General Vadim V. Bulgakov 
Head of the Federal Penitentiary Service Directorate for Crimea 
Ul. Gagarina 18-a 
Simferopol 
Crimea 
Email: ufsin@krim.fsin.su 19@krim.fsin.su  
 
 
 

Ambassador Anatoly Antonov 
Embassy of the Russian Federation 
2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007 
Phone: 1 202 298 5700  I  Fax: 1 202 298 5735 
Email: rusembusa@mid.ru 
Twitter: @RusEmbUSA 

Facebook: @RusEmbUSA 

Instagram: @RusEmbUSA 

Salutation: Dear Ambassador

Dear Major General, 
 
I am writing to you to express my concern regarding the deteriorating health of Edem Bekirov, who is currently held in the 
Simferopol SIZO after being detained on 12 December 2018 while he was visiting his mother in Crimea.  

Edem Bekirov, who is a wheelchair user, is held in a detention center that is not suitable for a person with a disability, and 
that prevents him from getting fresh air or access basic sanitation. Moreover, he has a number of medical conditions, 
including diabetes, an open wound on his amputated leg, and heart problems after a heart attack, that require specialized 
and constant medical care that is not available in the detention center. After the most recent visit on 24 May, Edem Bekirov’s 
lawyer reported a visible deterioration of his health which raises concerns not only for his wellbeing but his life. Edem 
Bekirov’s family are extremely concerned about the inhumane conditions in which Edem Bekirov is being kept and that the 
lack of medical care and inadequate treatment is putting his life at risk. 

The conditions in which Edem Bekirov is kept, including non-provision of the medical care he requires, violate his human 
rights, put his life at risk and amount to inhuman and degrading treatment.  

I therefore call on you to urgently ensure that Edem Bekirov is provided with the medical care he requires, including in a 
hospital outside of the penitentiary system if this is not available to him in detention.  

Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Edem Bekirov is a member of the ethnic Crimean Tatar minority in Ukraine. Part of his family still live in the Crimean peninsula, which 
was occupied and annexed by Russia in 2014. On 12 December 2018, Edem Bekirov was visiting his mother and relatives in Crimea 
when he was detained by Russian security forces. Following his arrest, Edem Bekirov was subjected to inhuman and degrading treatment, 
did not receive medical assistance or food or water for two days, and has had his right to a fair trial violated. He has been accused of 
possession and transfer of explosives and ammunition. These charges are often reported used by Russian law enforcement authorities 
to target individuals arbitrarily, particularly in the context of politically-motivated prosecution. Edem Bekirov maintains his innocence. 

Since the occupation and illegal annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in 2014, Amnesty International has documented the 
systematic persecution of members of the Crimean Tatar community by Russian authorities (see for instance In the dark: The silencing 
of dissent). Edem Bekirov’s case has gained international attention and has been raised publicly alongside that of other Crimean Tatars 
by international organisations as the Council of Europe and the European Union. 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English and Russian. 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 12 July 2019 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Edem Bekirov (he/him) 
 
 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5330/2016/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/5330/2016/en/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/council-europe/59960/declaration-high-representative-federica-mogherini-behalf-eu-autonomous-republic-crimea-and_en

