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URGENT ACTION 
 

MEXICAN CONGRESS APPROVED SECURTIY REFORM  
On 28 February, Mexican Congress approved a controversial Constitutional amendment to introduce a 
“National Guard” in Mexico. The bill originally proposed was substantially changed after heavy criticism 
by human rights defenders and activists. The approved bill does not contain the most concerning 
provisions of the proposal and, if correctly implemented, could be a first step in the orderly withdrawal 
of the military from security tasks. 
 
NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS. 
 
On 20 November 2018, a bill was introduced to Congress to amend several articles of the Constitution to create a National 
Guard comprised of military and police personnel. The bill contained several provisions that conflict with international human 
rights law and standards, such as the proposed executive power to use military personnel outside the relevant and 
exceptional circumstances, lack of accountability mechanisms, and the maintenance of military courts jurisdiction over 
certain offenses, which could cover human rights violations. 
 
The bill, as proposed, was criticized by human rights organisations, defenders and activists. After an extensive debate on 
those criticisms, the Senate introduced several changes in the proposed text to address the most pressing concerns. The 
reformed bill passed in both chambers of Congress with only one vote against it. 
 
The bill was further approved by a majority of the state-level congresses. The constitutional amendment will enter into force 
once the government publishes it in the Official Gazette (Diario Oficial de la Federación). 
 
This urgent action helped to deliver Amnesty International’s concerns to the Mexican Congress. The strong criticism by the 
human rights movement and organisations moved Congress to substantially amend the bill and, as a result, Congress 
suppressed or amended the more contested provisions. 
 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Bill on Mexican National Guard (it) 
 
THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 212/18 
 
LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr41/9618/2018/en/ 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/amr41/9618/2018/en/

