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URGENT ACTION 
TWO PRISONERS AT RISK OF IMMINENT EXECUTION 
There is grave concern that the only two known prisoners on death row in Belarus, Aliaksandr 
Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko, are at risk of imminent execution. 

Aliaksandr Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko were the first two men to be sentenced to death in Belarus in 2018. 
They are now believed to be the only known men remaining on death row, following the recent executions of Siamion 
Berazhnoy and Ihar Hershankou. It was, in fact, Aliaksandr Zhylnikau’s family who alerted Belarusian civil society to the 
probable date of the recent executions. Aliaksandr Zhylnikau told his family that until the night of 19 – 20 November, he 
had been sharing a cell with Siamion Berazhnoy who was taken away and didn’t return. 

Aliaksandr Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko were originally sentenced to life imprisonment in March 2017 after being 
found guilty of the murder of three people in December 2015. In July 2017, following an appeal by the prosecutor, the 
Supreme Court sent their case back to the lower court for a retrial, which resulted in them being sentenced to death on 20 
January 2018. On appeal, Aliaksandr Zhynikau’s lawyer asked for a new forensic examination to be ordered which could 
prove his innocence in two out of the three murders. The lawyer also asked for a less harsh sentence. Both requests were 
denied and on 30 May 2018, the Supreme Court upheld Aliaksandr Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko’s death 
sentences. 

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Urging the Belarusian authorities to halt the executions of Aliaksandr Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko; 
 To Immediately establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty; 
 To commute all death sentences to terms of imprisonment. 
 
Contact these two officials by 25 January, 2019: 
Chair of the Parliamentary Working Group on the Death Penalty 
Andrei Naumovich  
Ul. Sovetsakaya d.8 
231291 Lida Belarus 
Email: naumovich@house.gov.by  
Salutation: Dear Mr Naumovich 

Chargé d´Affaires Mr. Pavel Shidlovsky, Embassy of Belarus 
1619 New Hampshire Ave NW, Washington DC 20009 
Phone: 1 202 986 1606 I Fax: 1 202 986 1805  
Email: us@mfa.gov.by  
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 
 

 

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 17.18  
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and 
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy. 
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URGENT ACTION 
TWO PRISONERS AT RISK OF IMMINENT EXECUTION 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

When Aliaksandr Zhylnikau and Viachaslau Sukharko arrived on death row in January this year, there were a total of six 
men on death row. Today, they are the only two remaining and their families now fear for their fate. 
 
Executions in Belarus are carried out in secrecy. Neither the families, the prisoner nor their legal representative will, it is 
expected, be informed of the time or date of execution. The former Head of Executions at the prison in Minsk where all 
death-row prisoners are held, told Amnesty International in an interview that prisoners are told they will be executed only 
moments before it happens. The prisoners are led to a room, blindfolded, handcuffed and forced to their knees at which 
point they are shot in the back of the head. The execution may require more than one bullet. In accordance with 
Belarusian law, which is a legacy of Soviet law in this instance, the body of the prisoner is not returned to the family for 
burial, nor is the burial site disclosed, which inflicts immeasurable suffering on the families of executed men. 
 
By failing to publish full information about the use of the death penalty, including comprehensive statistics about the 
number of death sentences imposed and executions carried out, the Belarusian authorities prevent informed public 
debate about the issue and hamper the movement towards abolition. 
 
Amnesty International supports calls, included in six resolutions adopted by the UN General Assembly since 2007, for the 
establishment of a moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty. As of today, 142 countries have 
abolished the death penalty in law or practice. 
 
Name: Viachaslau Sukharko, Aliaksandr Zhylnikau 
Gender m/f: m 
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