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URGENT ACTION 
LAWYER DETAINED IN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION  
Human rights lawyer, Hoda Abdelmoniem, was arrested on 1 November 2018. State Security 
forces broke into her apartment and took her to an undisclosed location.   

On 1 November 2018, State Security forces broke into the house of Hoda Abdelmoniem in Cairo at 1:30 am, ransacked it, and took 
her blindfolded to her mother’s house. While the Security forces searched her mother’s house, she was left blindfolded in a police 
vehicle. Hoda was then forcibly taken to an unknown destination. Hoda’s daughter witnessed her arrest. 

The officers confirmed to Hoda’s daughter that they belong to the State Security forces. However, they did not show an arrest 
warrant, and refused to tell her daughter about the reason of the arrest or the destination where she was being taken. Hoda was not 
allowed to take any medicines or personal belongings with her. She has a blood clot in her leg and high blood pressure, resulting in 
repeated instances of imbalance. Hoda’s lawyers have been asking about her fate and whereabouts in different police stations but 
have not been unable to locate her. The authorities denied the fact that Hoda has been arrested and said that they do not know her 
whereabouts. Amnesty International believes that Hoda Abdelmoniem has been forcibly disappeared. 

Hoda Abdelmoniem is a 60-year-old human rights lawyer who volunteers as a consultant for the Egyptian Coordination for Rights 
and Freedoms (ECRF), a prominent human rights organization. In the last five years, Hoda has been documenting human rights 
violations, including cases of enforced disappearances. She is also a lawyer at the Egyptian Cassation and Supreme Constitutional 
Courts, as well as a former member of the National Council for Human Rights and of the Egyptian Bar Association. Amnesty 
International believes that Hoda’s activism, as well as her being a member of the defence team in several human rights cases, are 
the reasons behind her arrest.  

The arrest of Hoda Abdelmoniem falls within a new wave of arrests that started on 1 November, targeting prominent human rights 
activists and lawyers, such as Mohamed Abu Horaira, ECRF’s former spokesmen.  

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Urging the Egyptian authorities to release Hoda Abdelmoniem immediately and unconditionally; 
 Calling on them to immediately reveal her fate and whereabouts;   
 Calling on them to ensure that Hoda Abdelmoniem has adequate and regular access to qualified health professionals and to 
prescribed medication, in compliance with medical ethics, including the principles of confidentiality.  
 

Contact these two officials by 20 December, 2018: 
Public Prosecutor  
Nabil Sadek    
Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dar al- 
Qada al-Ali, Down Town  
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt   
Fax: +202 2577 4716  
Salutation: Dear Counsellor 
 

Ambassador Yasser Reda, Embassy of Egypt 
3521 International Ct NW, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 895 5400 
Fax: 202 244 4319  -OR-  202 244 5131   
Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net  
Twitter: @EgyptEmbassyUSA 
Contact Form: http://www.egyptembassy.net/  
Salutation: Dear Ambassador

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 190.18 
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—
and use that information in our advocacy. 

mailto:embassy@egyptembassy.net
https://twitter.com/EgyptEmbassyUSA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.egyptembassy.net/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/


 

AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 5 Penn Plaza, 16th Floor, New York, NY 10001 
T (212) 807- 8400 | uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan 

 

URGENT ACTION 
LAWYER DETAINED IN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Hoda Abdelmoniem had been banned from travelling outside of Egypt since late 2013. She had not been charged or subject to prior 
investigations. 
 
On 1 November 2018, the day she was arrested, the Egyptian authorities launched a series of raids, arresting at least 31 human 
rights activists and lawyers; 10 women and 21 men. 
 
The ECRF, which documents enforced disappearances and the expanding use of the death penalty, and provides legal aid to 
victims of state violations, has been particularly targeted by the crackdown, as many of its members were arrested. On 1 November, 
Mohamed Abu Horaira, lawyer and former spokesperson of the ECRF was arrested, and since 14 September, human rights 
defender Ezzat Ghoneim, the co-founder of ECRF, and Azzouz Mahgoub, one of the lawyers of the organization, have been forcibly 
disappeared. Both Ezzat Ghoneim and Azzouz Mahgoub had been arrested in March 2018, but a court ordered their release on 4 
September. On 14 September, their families went to visit them and were told by security forces that they have already been 
released. Their families and lawyers told Amnesty International that they do not know the fates or whereabouts of the two men. 
Amnesty International believes that both Ezzat Ghoneim and Azzouz Mahgoub have been forcibly disappeared and are at risk of 
torture and other-ill treatment.  
 
In a statement published on 1 November announcing the suspension of its human rights work, ECRF cited the current situation in 
Egypt as incompatible with human rights work and demanded the UN Human Rights Council to intervene.  
 
Amnesty International has consistently called on the UN Human Rights Council to comment on the rapidly expanding human rights 
crisis in Egypt. 
 
The Egyptian authorities’ latest crackdown on dissidents, started in December 2017 ahead of the presidential elections. Amnesty 
International has documented the cases of 111 people who were arbitrarily arrested and detained by the security forces, solely for 
peacefully expressing critical opinions about the authorities or for calling for and participating in protests. At least 70 of them remain 
imprisoned, facing charges that carry prison sentences of up to 15 years. 
 
Name: Hoda Abdelmoniem 
Gender m/f: f 
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