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URGENT ACTION 
SYRIAN REFUGEE AT IMMINENT RISK OF DEPORTATION 
Syrian refugee Hassan al-Kontar is at imminent risk of deportation to Syria, following his 
arrest on 1 October at Kuala Lumpur International Airport in Malaysia where he had been 
stranded since March. If the deportation goes ahead he will be at risk of grave human rights 
abuse. 

On 1 October, Syrian refugee Hassan al-Kontar was arrested at Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) for being in a 
“forbidden area” of the airport. Hassan al-Kontar had been stranded in the departure terminal of KLIA since March 2018, 
with limited options of onward travel and unable to return to Syria after refusing to enlist in compulsory military service, 
which is a criminal offence in Syria. Hassan al-Kontar overstayed his Malaysian tourist visa in March and paid a penalty 
fee before attempting to depart. Unable to come to an agreement on his case, on 4 October, the Deputy Minister of Home 
Affairs publicly confirmed that the Malaysian authorities were considering deporting Hassan al-Kontar back to Syria, 
where he would be at grave risk of torture and other ill-treatment, arbitrary detention or enforced disappearance, among 
other things.  

 

On 5 October, Hassan al-Kontar was transferred to the Department of Immigration. Since then, UNHCR and his lawyer 
have had limited access to him. He is understood to be held at the Immigration headquarters at Putrajaya, south of Kuala 
Lumpur. Amnesty International has previously expressed concern at conditions of detention in Malaysia, particularly in 
immigration detention centres.  

 
Hassan al Kontar is at imminent risk of deportation to Syria. Returning him to Syria would violate the international principle 
of non-refoulement, which states that governments should not deport persons to places where they may be at risk of 
serious human rights violations. Amnesty International’s research in Syria has revealed widespread and systematic 
human rights violations and abuses constituting crimes against humanity, including the use of torture, extrajudicial 
executions, and enforced disappearances of individuals perceived to oppose the Syrian government or other groups. As 
such, Amnesty International opposes returns to Syria in all cases except where they are voluntary. 
 
1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 In accordance with their international obligation, not deport Hassan al-Kontar back to Syria, under any circumstances; 
 Ensure that he has full access to remedies that guarantee his safety; 
 Ensure he is granted access to his lawyer and UNHCR representatives, and that his conditions of detention are in line 

with international standards. 

 
Contact these officials by 22 November 2018: 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Home Minister Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin Yassin 
Block D1, D2 & D9, Complex D, Administrative Center 
Federal Territory, 62546 Putrajaya, Malaysia 
Fax: (+60) 03-88891613 / 03-88891610 
Email: muhyiddin@moha.gov.my; CC: naaim@moha.gov.my  
Salutation: Dear Home Minister 
 

Ambassador Zulhasnan Rafique, Embassy of Malaysia 
3516 International Court, NW, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 572 9700 | Fax: 202 572 9882 
Email: mwwashington@kln.gov.my 
Twitter: @MYembassyWDC 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Embassy-of-Malaysia-
Washington-DC-231510520371305/ 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 180.18.  
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and 
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
According to media reports and his social media posts, Hassan al-Kontar lived in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for 11 years working and avoiding the 
war in Syria and compulsory military service. He was expelled from the UAE after outstaying his employment visa. He first arrived in Malaysia in October 
2017. When his three-month tourist visa in Malaysia expired, he tried to go to Turkey and Cambodia, but was unsuccessful. He had since been stranded 
in the Kuala Lumpur International airport for about six months. With help from Canadian volunteers, he has applied for a refugee sponsorship application 
in Canada, which can take almost two years to be processed and without guarantee of acceptance. 
 
Name: Hassan al-Kontar 
Gender: M 
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