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URGENT ACTION

ACTIVIST CLEARED OF CHARGES, ANOTHER AWAITING TRIAL

Activist Yahaya Badamassi has been released after he was cleared of all charges by the
Appeal Court of Zinder on 6 December. He had been detained for eight months charged with
“participation in an insurrectional movement” and “conspiracy against state security”.
Activist Sadat Illiya Dan Malam is still in detention awaiting trial.

Yahaya Badamassi, Regional Coordinator of Alternative Espaces Citoyens, has been released. The Appeal court of
Zinder, 500 miles east of the capital Niamey, cleared Yahaya Badamassi of all the charges against him on 6 December.
He was arrested on 25 April and charged with “organizing and participating in a banned demonstration” and “causing
damage to public property”. In June, he was also charged with “participation in an insurrectional movement” and
“conspiracy against state security”. Yahaya Badamassi had previously been cleared of all charges on 28 August, but the
prosecutor appealed the decision.

Sadat llliya Dan Malam, an activist and Regional Coordinator of Mouvement Patriotique pour une Citoyenneté (the
Patriotic Movement for Responsible Citizenship), is still in detention at Magaria, 80kms from Zinder, awaiting trial. He was
arrested on 18 April and charged with “participation in an insurrectional movement” and “conspiracy against state
security”.

The two activists were charged in relation to protests against the Finance Law that had been organized by civil society
organizations in different parts of the country.

Amnesty International considers the delay in the hearing of Sadat llliya Dan Malam’s case as highly suspicious and
politically motivated.

1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:

Calling on the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Sadat llliya Dan Malam detained solely in relation
to his human rights work and drop all charges against him;

Urging them to guarantee that human rights defenders and activists in Niger are able to carry out their human rights
activities without any intimidation, harassment and fear of reprisals

Contact these two officials 18 January 2019:

President of the Republic of Niger Ambassador H.E Professor Hassana Alidou,
M. Issoufou Mahamadou Embassy of the Republic of Niger

Palais Présidentiel 2204 R St. NW

Boulevard de la République, Washington, DC 20008

Niamey, Niger Phone: 202 483 4224

Fax: + 227 20 73 34 30 Fax: 202 483 3169

Email: pneniger@gmail.com Email: communication@embassyofniger.org
Salutation: Your Excellency Salutation: Dear Ambassador

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION

Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 93.18.

Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
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URGENT ACTION

ACTIVIST CLEARED OF CHARGES, ANOTHER AWAITING TRIAL
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Since the 2018 Finance Bill, which provides for new taxes on housing, power and other items, was tabled in Parliament in November
2017, civil society organizations have campaigned for it to be repealed for what they denounce as its “anti-social” character. Protests
have been organized since November 2017.

The Bill was passed into Law in January 2018. Civil society organizations have continued to protest against the 2018 Finance Law and
calling for it to be amended arguing that it would drastically increase the cost of living and violate the right to an adequate standard of
living for many already living in poverty. Five peaceful demonstrations have been organized since November 2017 and the sixth
demonstration was banned. A public gathering in support of the Law in March 2018 was not banned.

In March, civil society organizations held a peaceful rally organized to protest against the finance law, despite the ban against it. The
police lobbed tear gas to break up the protest. Twenty three people were arrested in connection with the protest, some at the offices of
civil society organizations and others during the protests.

Two other trials against human rights defenders took place in Niger in less than a year in July and October. All the trials are linked to
the mobilization over the last ten months against the 2018 Finance Law.

With the 2019 Finance Law currently being reviewed by parliamentarians, Amnesty International is concerned that any further anti-
austerity protests will also be suppressed by the authorities. As in 2018, the 2019 budget proposed by the government contains
austerity measures and new taxes on small business owners and low-income households.

Name: Yahaya Badamassi and Sadat llliya Dan Malam
Gender m/f: male
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