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URGENT ACTION 
PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE ON HUNGER STRIKE 
Human rights defender Hanan Badr el-Din has started a hunger strike over a court decision on 
5 August to renew her detention for 45 more days. Hanan Badr el-Din, who is a prisoner of 
conscience, has been in pre-trial detention since 6 May 2017.  

On 5 August, human rights defender Hanan Badr el-Din started a hunger strike following the renewal of her detention by 
a judge for 45 more days. Hanan Badr el-Din, who has been in pre-trial detention since 6 May 2017 on fabricated charges 
of “membership in a banned group”, is protesting her prolonged detention without trial and being denied access to 
adequate health care by prison officials.  

Hanan Badr el-Din suffers from Familial Mediterranean Fever, a genetic disorder that causes fever and painful 
inflammation in the abdomen, lungs and joints. She continues to be prevented from accessing the health care she needs, 
as prison officials only occasionally allow her family to bring her the medications prescribed by her doctor.  

A judge has been renewing Hanan Badr el-Din’s detention approximately every 45 days. On the next renewal hearing on 
19 September, a judge will decide either to release her or renew her detention for another 45 days.  

Hanan Badr el-Din is a prisoner of conscience and must be released immediately and unconditionally. 

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Urging the authorities to release Hanan Badr el-Din immediately and unconditionally and to drop all charges against 
her; 
 Calling on them to ensure that Hanan Badr el-Din has adequate and regular access to qualified health professionals 
providing health care, including access to prescribed medication, in compliance with medical ethics, including the 
principles of confidentiality. 
 
Contact these two officials by 18 September, 2018: 
Public Prosecutor 
Nabil Sadek  
Office of the Public Prosecutor  
Dar al-Qada al-Ali,  
Down Town Cairo,  
Arab Republic of Egypt  
Fax: 202 2577 4716 
Salutation: Dear Counsellor 
 
 
 

 
 

Ambassador Yasser Reda,  
Embassy of Egypt 
3521 International Ct NW,  
Washington, DC 20008 
Phone: 202 895 5400 
Fax: 202 244 4319  -OR-  202 244 5131   
Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net 
Contact Form: http://www.egyptembassy.net/ 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador  
 

 

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 129.17  
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and 
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy. 
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URGENT ACTION 
PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE ON HUNGER STRIKE 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Hanan Badr el-Din is a co-founder of the Families of the Forcibly Disappeared Association. Hanan’s interest in enforced 
disappearances began after her husband, Khalid Ezz el-Din, disappeared on 27 July 2013 during a protest against the ousting of former 
President Mohamed Morsi by the military on 3 July that year. According to her, she last saw him wounded in a field clinic on television. 
However, when she went there, she was unable to find him. Further inquiries regarding his whereabouts in police stations, prisons, 
hospitals and morgues yielded no results. During her search, Hanan met other families of disappeared looking for their family members.  

On 6 May 2017, Hanan was visiting a victim of enforced disappearance who had reappeared in Qanatar prison to ask him about her 
husband when she was arrested by prison security. They confiscated her belongings, which included a handwritten piece of paper with 
information about her husband, and accused her of trying to smuggle contraband into the prison.  

According to her lawyer, prison security detained her in the prison from 2pm to 5am, during which time National Security Agency (NSA) 
officers interrogated her. The next day, they transferred her first to Qanatar police station, then to the South Banha prosecution office, 
where the prosecutor ordered her detention while the NSA conducted its investigation. The NSA concluded that Hanan was a member 
of female cells belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood. The prosecutor ordered her detention for 15 days to investigate her for 
“membership in a banned group” and then renewed it until a court started renewing her detention for 45 days at a time.  

The Families of the Forcibly Disappeared Association is a group that emerged in early 2014 in response to the proliferation of enforced 
disappearances as a tool by Egyptian security forces. The group aims to ascertain the fate and whereabouts of disappeared family 
members. Initially, the group focused on looking in police stations, prisons, hospitals and morgues. In mid-2015 the group began to take 
a more active role in establishing the fate of family members. It launched a public campaign to call on the government to disclose the 
fate of the family members by organizing press conferences, engaging with media and conducting public rallies. These actions attracted 
even more families of the disappeared and united their efforts in their search for their disappeared relatives.  

Amnesty International has extensively documented Egyptian security forces’ use of enforced disappearances as a tool against political 
activists and protesters, including students and children in Egypt (see https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde12/4368/2016/en/). 
Hundreds of people forcibly disappeared were arbitrarily arrested and held incommunicado in secret detention with no access to their 
lawyers or families and no external judicial oversight. This pattern of abuse became particularly evident after President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi appointed Major-General Magdy Abd el-Ghaffar as Minister of Interior in March 2015.  

Egyptian authorities regularly deny that the practice of enforced disappearances exists. In June 2017, Alaa Abed, head of the Human 
Rights Committee in the Egyptian parliament, stated that “enforced disappearances do not exist, and is instead a term coined by the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the fifth column”. Former Egyptian Minister of Interior Magdy Abd el-Ghaffar said in March 2016: “There are no 
enforced disappearances in Egypt, and the security forces operate within the legal framework.” Egyptian human rights groups have 
challenged the Interior Ministry’s denials with hundreds of documented cases of enforced disappearance. 

Name: Hanan Badr el-Din 
Gender m/f: f 
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