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URGENT ACTION 

POSSIBLE VERDICT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER 
On 24 December 2018 the Federal Supreme Court in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is set to 
hear the appeal of prominent human rights defender and prisoner of conscience, Ahmed 
Mansoor. The court may issue a final verdict. On 29 May 2018, Ahmed Mansoor was convicted 
and sentenced to 10 years in prison on charges including "insulting the UAE and its 
symbols". 

Prominent human rights defender Ahmed Mansoor is scheduled to appear on appeal before the State Security Chamber 
of the Federal Supreme Court in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi on 24 December 2018. It is not known whether the court will 
issue its verdict. 

On 29 May, the State Security Chamber of the Federal Appeal Court of Abu Dhabi sentenced Ahmed Mansoor to 10 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of 1,000,000 Emirati Dirhams (around USD $270,000). The court also ordered that he be 
placed under surveillance for three years after his release. He was convicted on charges including "insulting the status 
and prestige of the UAE and its symbols", including its leaders, "publish[ing] false information to damage [the] UAE’s 
reputation abroad” and “portray[ing] the UAE as a lawless land.” He was also charged with “cooperating with a terrorist 
organization operating outside the country” but was acquitted on this charge. 

On 4 October 2018, the European Parliament adopted a resolution condemning Ahmed Mansoor’s harassment, 
persecution and detention, and calling for his release. The resolution also indicated for the first time that he had appealed 
his sentence and that he was detained in al-Sadr prison in Abu Dhabi. Since his arrest Ahmed Mansoor has only received 
very few and restricted family visits, held in government offices rather than in prison so that it remains impossible to verify 
his place of detention. 

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Calling on the UAE authorities to quash the conviction and sentence and release Ahmed Mansoor immediately 
and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience detained solely for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of 
expression, including through his human rights work; 
 Urging them, pending his release to ensure that he is not subjected to torture or other ill-treatment; and has 
immediate and regular access to a lawyer of his choice, his family, and any healthcare he may require. 
 
Contact these two officials by 1 February, 2019: 
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Prime Minister’s Office 
PO Box 212000 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Fax: +971 4 330 4044 
Email via web: https://uaecabinet.ae/en/contact-the-prime-minister 
Twitter: @HHShkMohd  
Salutation: Your Highness 

Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba, Embassy of the United Arab Emirates 
3522 International Court NW Suite 400, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 243 2400 I Fax: 202 243 2432    
Contact form: https://www.uae-embassy.org/contact-embassy  
Facebook: @UAEEmbassyUS 
Twitter: @UAEEmbassyUS 
Instagram: @uaeembassyus 
Salutation: Your Excellency 

 
 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 200.15  
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and 
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2018-0376+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
https://uaecabinet.ae/en/contact-the-prime-minister
https://www.uae-embassy.org/contact-embassy
https://www.facebook.com/UAEEmbassyUS/
https://twitter.com/uaeembassyus?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/uaeembassyus/?hl=en
https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
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POSSIBLE VERDICT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ahmed Mansoor is married and the father of four young boys. He is a member of the advisory committee of Human Rights Watch’s 
Middle East and North Africa Division, as well as a member of the advisory board of the Gulf Centre for Human Rights. He has 
documented the human rights situation in the UAE since 2006 and has spoken out publicly in defence of international human rights in 
his blog, via social media and in interviews with international media. 
 
On 20 March 2017, Ahmed Mansoor was arrested at his home in the emirate of Ajman in the UAE. Several hours after his arrest, the 
state-run news website announced that he was arrested on the orders of the Office of Public Prosecution for Cybercrimes and was 
detained pending further investigation on charges of “us[ing] … social media sites to publish false and misleading information that 
harm[s] national unity and social harmony and damage[s] the country’s reputation”, and “promoting [a] sectarian and hate-incited 
agenda”. 
 
On 28 March 2017, a group of UN human rights experts called on the UAE to release Ahmed Mansoor immediately, describing his 
arrest as “a direct attack on the legitimate work of human rights defenders in the UAE”. They expressed fear that his arrest “may 
constitute an act of reprisal for his engagement with UN human rights mechanisms, for the views he expressed on social media, 
including Twitter”. See also: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21449&LangID=E&_sm_au_=iVV5L7PTt6N6VHk6. 
 
On 29 March 2017, the authorities stated that Ahmed Mansoor was held in custody at the Central Prison (al-Wathba prison) in Abu 
Dhabi; that he had “the freedom to hire a lawyer” and that his family was allowed to visit him. Despite these claims, Ahmed Mansoor’s 
exact place of detention remains unverified. According to Amnesty International’s information, he had no access to a lawyer, and has 
been held in prolonged solitary confinement, which violates the prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment. Since his arrest, Ahmed 
Mansoor has received a few supervised family visits including on 3 April and 17 September 2017, when he was brought to the Public 
Prosecution building in Abu Dhabi. 
 
At the end of February 2018, a group of international human rights organizations commissioned two Irish lawyers to travel to Abu Dhabi 
to seek access to Ahmed Mansoor. The UAE authorities gave the lawyers conflicting information about his whereabouts. The Ministry 
of Interior, the official body responsible for prisons and prisoners, denied any knowledge of his whereabouts and referred the lawyers to 
the police. The police also said they had no information about his whereabouts. The lawyers also visited al-Wathba Prison in Abu 
Dhabi. However, the prison authorities told the lawyers that he was not being held there. See also: UAE: Joint statement: One year on, 
award-winning human rights defender Ahmed Mansoor’s whereabouts remain unknown (AI Index: MDE 25/8101/2018), 20 March 2018, 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde25/8101/2018/en/). 
 
 
Name: Ahmed Mansoor 
Gender m/f m
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