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URGENT ACTION 
VIOLENT DISRUPTION THREATENS EQUALITY FESTIVAL 
The Ukrainian Police in the western Ukrainian town of Chernivtsi have advised the organizers 
of the Equality Festival to move it away from the city centre to an undisclosed location 
because far-right groups have threatened the event and are set on disrupting it. The police 
also claim that they are unable to offer a sufficient number of officers to protect the festival 
despite reports that members of different far-right groups from across Ukraine are planning to 
travel to Chernivtsi for the festival.  

On 14 May, the Head of the Preventive Activities Department of Chernivtsi Police, Svyatoslav Kishlyar, told the organizers 
of the Equality Festival that he had spoken with Ihor Luchak, a representative of the National Corps right-wing group, 
who had told him the “Festival of Equality will not happen in Chernivtsi. They are going to disrupt it”. 

Furthermore, the Police advised the organizers to move the festival to an undisclosed location away from the city centre. 
They also told the organisers that they cannot send more than 10 police officers to ensure security at the festival because 
there would be another musical festival taking place in the city at the same time.  

The organizers from the LGBTI NGO Insight have not yet announced whether they will move the location of the festival, 
scheduled to take place on 19 May, or cancel it completely, but have decided to raise awareness by publicizing their 
conversation with the authorities. Insight has also been informed that members of different far-right groups are planning to 
travel to Chernivtsi specifically with the aim of disrupting their festival. 

The Ukrainian authorities have an obligation under international human rights law to respect and protect the rights to 
freedom of association and peaceful assembly and freedom of expression for all in Ukraine, without discrimination on any 
grounds, including ethnicity, disability, gender, gender identity or sexual orientation.   

1) TAKE ACTION 

Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Urging the authorities to guarantee the freedom of assembly of the Equality Festival, in particular by taking 
sufficient measures to protect public safety and order; 
 Demanding an effective investigation into all instances of threats and harassment against members of the LGBT 
community in Chernivtsi. 
 
Contact these two officials by 27 June, 2018: 
Head of National Police for Chernivtsi Region 
Serhey Piligrim 
vul. Holovna 24 
58000 
Chernivtsi 
Ukraine  
E-mail: gupolice@cv.npu.gov.ua   

Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, Embassy of Ukraine 
3350 M St NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
Phone: 1 202 349 2963 I Fax: 1 202 333 0817 
Email: emb_us@mfa.gov.ua  
Twitter: @UKRintheUSA 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 

Salutation: Dear Head of Department 

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  

Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 99.18 
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and 
use that information in our advocacy.
 

mailto:gupolice@cv.npu.gov.ua
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https://twitter.com/ukrintheusa?lang=en
https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
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VIOLENT DISRUPTION THREATENS EQUALITY FESTIVAL 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The threats against the Equality Festival in Chernivtsi are the latest incident in a wave of rising violent actions by far-right groups in 
Ukraine against people who they perceive as enemies due to their sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnicity, political or other views. 
Equality Festival is devoted to addressing discrimination based on the grounds of gender, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity.  

Most recently, a planned discussion about LGBTI rights in Russia, organized by Amnesty International Ukraine, was disrupted by 
members of far-right groups from Kyiv on 10 May.  More than 20 far-right group members arrived and threatened the participants with 
violence unless they left. An owner of the venue joined their calls and told the organizers to cancel the event and vacate the premises. 

In recent months in Ukraine, there have been at least 30 attacks by members of far-right groups on women’s human rights defenders, 
LGBTI and left wing activists and Roma families. In most cases, the perpetrators act openly and with near-total impunity, often boasting 
about the incidents on social media. 

Name: Participants of the Equality LGBTI festival  
Gender m/f: all
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