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URGENT ACTION
GAZAN’S SECOND LEG SAVED FROM BEING AMPUTATED
On 16 April, the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that 20-year-old journalist Yousef al-Kronz, who
was seriously wounded by Israeli forces on 30 March during Land Day protests in the Gaza
Strip, must be permitted to leave Gaza for urgent medical care in Ramallah to save his
remaining leg.
On 16 April, the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that 20-year-old journalist Yousef al-Kronz, who was seriously wounded by
Israeli forces on 30 March during Land Day protests in the Gaza Strip and has already lost one leg to amputation, must be
permitted to leave Gaza for urgent medical care in Ramallah in the occupied West Bank to save his remaining leg. Three
Israeli judges ruled unanimously in his favour, accepting a petition filed by human rights groups Adalah and Al Mezan
Center For Human Rights on 8 April 2018. Yousef al-Kronz was transferred to the Arab Istishari Hospital in Ramallah on
16 April and will undergo surgery on Sunday 22 April.
On 1 April, Adalah and Al Mezan had submitted a request to exit Gaza on behalf of Yousef al-Kronz to the Israeli military
Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), a unit of the Israeli ministry of defence. After three days
without response, the two human rights organizations sent a follow-up letter to COGAT on 4 April. COGAT responded on
5 April, with a rejection of the request, apparently because it believed that Yousef al-Kronz had participated in mass
protests on 30 March. On 8 April, the two organizations filed a petition to the Israeli Supreme Court demanding that Israel
allow Yousef al-Kronz to leave the Gaza Strip to travel to Ramallah, where his legs could possibly be saved. Despite the
urgency of the request, the court decided not to hold an immediate session and gave the government three days to
respond. Due to the delay, the condition of one of Yousef al-Kronz’s legs deteriorated to the extent that it had to be
amputated at a hospital in Gaza, while his other leg has remained at risk of needing to be amputated without immediate
medical treatment.
Yousef al-Kronz is a media and journalism student at al-Azhar University in Gaza City and works with the Palestinian
Media Association. He told Amnesty International that he was covering the Land Day protests, east of al-Borej refugee
camp, when he was shot in both his legs on 30 March near the Israel-Gaza fence.
Yousef al-Kronz spoke to Amnesty International on 17 April to thank all those who took action on his behalf: “I thank you
all so much for your support that helped save my second leg from being amputated. I almost lost hope that I would be
transferred to a hospital in Ramallah and my leg would be saved, but thank God there are people out there who care
about me and did everything necessary to make sure that I received the adequate medical treatment outside of Gaza.”
He said, “I only represent one case of an injured person from Gaza. There are still many injured and sick people in Gaza
who are in need of urgent medical care. I was lucky to leave, but others are still struggling to get to hospitals that would
save their lives. I call on all people of conscience to not stay silent to what’s happening in Gaza.’’ He added, ‘’This is not
my suffering, my suffering is the sufferance of all Gazans who lack basic human rights to live in dignity.’’
Thank you to all those who sent appeals. No further action is requested from the UA network.
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