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URGENT ACTION 
WHEREABOUTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS UNKNOWN 
Ezzat Ghoniem, a human rights defender and co-founder and director of the Egyptian 
Coordination for Rights and Freedoms, and Azzoz Mahgoub, a human rights lawyer at the 
same organization, have been forcibly disappeared since 14 September and remain detained 
despite a court order to release them on 4 September. 

Since 14 September, human rights defenders Ezzat Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub, have been forcibly disappeared. On 
4 September, a court ordered their release under probation pending investigations into their case. Security forces moved 
them to separate police stations in Haram and Imbaba in Greater Cairo, where they were to be held until their release. On 
14 September, their families went to visit them and were told by security forces that they have already been released. 
Their families and lawyers told Amnesty International that they do not know the fate and whereabouts of neither of them. 
Both were last seen in the custody of Egyptian security forces, while in detention in two separate police stations. Amnesty 
International believes that both Ezzat Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub have been forcibly disappeared and are at great risk 
of torture. Their families are also worried that under their probation terms, if they remain forcibly disappeared until the next 
hearing, the judge would order their detention again. 

An enforced disappearance is the arrest, detention or abduction of an individual by state agents, or people acting with 
their authorization, support or acquiescence, followed by the refusal to acknowledge this or the concealment of the 
person’s fate or whereabouts placing them outside the protection of the law. Enforced disappearance is a crime under 
international law. 

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Calling on the authorities to immediately reveal the fate and whereabouts of Ezzat Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub; 
 Insist that if Ezzat Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub are in their custody that they are  immediately and unconditionally 

released, as they have been detained solely for their peaceful human rights work and the exercise of their right to 
freedom of expression and to ensure pending their release that their human rights are protected and respected at all 
time, including – if they are held in custody – the right to be free from torture and other ill-treatment; 

 Urging them to launch a prompt, independent and impartial investigation into the enforced disappearance of Ezzat 
Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub, make the results public and bring all those suspected of criminal responsibility to 
justice. 

 
Contact these two officials by 2 November 2018: 
Public Prosecutor 
Nabil Sadek  
Office of the Public Prosecutor, Dar al-Qada al-Ali, Down Town 
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt 
Fax: +202 2577 4716 
Salutation: Dear Counsellor 
 
 

Ambassador Yasser Reda, Embassy of Egypt 
3521 International Ct NW, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 202 895 5400 
Fax: 202 244 4319 -OR- 202 244 5131   
Email: embassy@egyptembassy.net 
Twitter: @EgyptEmbassyUSA 
Contact Form: http://www.egyptembassy.net/ 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador  

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action  
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and 
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy. 
 

mailto:embassy@egyptembassy.net
https://twitter.com/EgyptEmbassyUSA?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.egyptembassy.net/
https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/


 

 

 

URGENT ACTION 
WHEREABOUTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYERS UNKNOWN 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Amnesty International has extensively documented Egyptian security forces’ use of enforced disappearances as a tool against political 
activists and protesters, including students and children in Egypt (see https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde12/4368/2016/en/). 
Hundreds of people forcibly disappeared were arbitrarily arrested and held incommunicado in secret detention with no access to their 
lawyers or families and no external judicial oversight. This pattern of abuse became particularly evident after President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi appointed Major-General Magdy Abd el-Ghaffar as Minister of Interior in March 2015. 

The crackdown on freedom of expression under Egyptian President Abdelfattah al-Sisi has reached alarming new levels unparalleled in 
Egypt’s recent history. Amnesty International launched a campaign calling for the unconditional and immediate release of all those who 
have been detained solely for peacefully expressing their views. Since December 2017, the Egyptian authorities have arrested at least 
111 activists and public figures for stating their opinions on social media or in media interviews. The authorities have also arrested at 
least 28 journalists in the most recent crackdown on freedom of expression. 

On 1 March, Egyptian authorities arrested Ezzat Ghoniem, a human rights defender and co-founder of the Egyptian Coordination for 
Rights and Freedoms, while he was heading home. He was detained and interrogated for three days by the State Security prosecutor 
without access to a lawyer. The authorities withheld information about his whereabouts in what may have amounted to an enforced 
disappearance. National Security Agency (NSA) officers filmed Ezzat Ghoniem without his consent and the Ministry of Interior later 
showed excerpts from the video on its Facebook page, claiming that Ezzat Ghoniem was part of an organized “human rights terrorism” 
plot. 

Egyptian authorities also arrested human rights lawyer Azzoz Mahgoub on 1 March. Azzoz Mahgoub is the lawyer for Mona Mahmoud 
known as “Om Zubida”, who is currently in detention following a video appearance on the BBC in which she described the torture and 
enforced disappearance of her daughter. Azzoz Mahgoub was held in the Tora prison complex pending investigations for joining a 
“banned group”, disseminating false news, and providing international bodies with false information. 

If convicted, Ezzat Ghoniem and Azzoz Mahgoub could face up to 15 years in prison. Amnesty International believes that their 
detention stemmed solely from their peaceful human rights work and the exercise of their right to freedom of expression. 

Egyptian authorities have been harassing civil society organizations over the past two years, including the Egyptian Coordination for 
Rights and Freedoms. The NGO was co-founded by Ezzat Ghoniem in August 2014. It documents human rights violations by Egyptian 
authorities and campaigns against several practices, including the death penalty, torture, extrajudicial executions, and enforced 
disappearances. 

Name: Ezzat Ghoniem, Azzoz Mahgboub 
Gender m/f: male
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