URGENT ACTION
Sudanese activist at imminent risk of deportation
Sudanese political activist Husham Ali is at imminent risk of being deported from Saudi Arabia to Sudan, where he would be at serious risk of torture and other ill-treatment. He is a prisoner of conscience.
According to information provided to Amnesty International, Husham Ali Mohammad Ali, a 46-year-old Sudanese national was arrested at his apartment in Jeddah, western Saudi Arabia, by security officials from the Ministry of Interior’s General Security on 18 November 2017. The officials searched Husham’s room and confiscated his electronic devices, including his laptop, phones, CDs and memory sticks. No arrest or search warrant was provided.

Husham Ali was detained incommunicado and held in solitary confinement from the time of his arrest until the beginning of January, when he was moved to a cell with other detainees. During this time, he was interrogated multiple times about his activism and informed by prison officials that he was detained at the order of the Sudanese authorities. On 6 March 2018, Husham Ali was moved from Dhaban prison to Al Shumaisi detention centre, an immigration center outside Jeddah, where his fingerprints were taken, raising fears that Husham Ali is at imminent risk of deportation.

Husham Ali worked as a freelance accountant in Saudi Arabia, where he has resided since 2010. An opposition activist in Sudan for many years, he continued to contribute to various online forums after moving to Saudi Arabia and is also involved in supporting charity groups in Sudan. After the Sudanese government’s repression of civil society in Sudan in 2013, he became more active online and has written various posts and articles to expose government corruption. He also published information about torture in detention by the Sudanese authorities and expressed his support for the November and December 2016 civil disobedience in Sudan on his Facebook page.

If deported, there is a real risk that he will be subjected to torture and other ill-treatment by the Sudanese authorities. Amnesty International has previously documented the torture and ill-treatment of Sudanese activists deported from Saudi Arabia to Sudan.

1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:
Release Husham Ali Mohammad Ali immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of expression;
In accordance with their obligations under international law, not to deport him to Sudan, where there is a real risk he would be subjected to unfair trial, torture and other ill-treatment.
Contact these two officials by 6 May, 2018:
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King and Prime Minister
His Majesty King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques
Office of His Majesty the King
Royal Court, Riyadh
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Fax: (via Ministry of Interior)
+966 11 403 3125 (please keep trying)
Twitter: @KingSalman 
Salutation: Your Majesty
Ambassador Prince Khalid bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, 
Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia
601 New Hampshire Ave. NW, Washington DC 20037
Phone: (202) 342-3800 I Fax:  202 295 3625
Email: info@saudiembassy.net OR citizen@saudiembassy.net
Contact Form: https://www.saudiembassy.net/contact
Twitter: @SaudiEmbassyUSA
Salutation: Your Royal Highness


2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION 
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 60.18
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
URGENT ACTION
Sudanese activist at imminent risk of deportation
ADditional Information
Amnesty International documented in 2016 and 2017 the detention of three Sudanese activists residing in Saudi Arabia, Elgassim Mohammed Seed Ahmed, 52, and Elwaleed Imam Hassan Taha, 44, Alaa Aldin al-Difana. They were arrested in Saudi Arabia in December 2016, for their online support of a civil disobedience action in Sudan in November and December 2016. The three activists were deported from Saudi Arabia to Sudan on 11 July 2017 where the Sudanese National Intelligence Service (NISS) arrested them upon arrival. Held at the NISS headquarters in Khartoum North, they told Amnesty International that they were subjected to torture and other ill-treatment during detention. The NISS released Elwaleed Imam Hassan Taha and Alaa Aldin al-Difana on 22 August 2017 without charge. Elgassim Mohamed Seed Ahmed remained in detention until he was released without charge on 3 October 2017.

Amnesty International has also documented dozens of cases and received numerous reports of the Sudanese National Intelligence and Security Services’ (NISS) crackdown on the activities of anti-government political activists, human rights defenders and civil society activists. Between November 2016 and February 2017, the NISS arrested dozens of opposition political party members and other activists who supported the civil disobedience action in November and December 2016 which was held in protest against the rise in fuel, electricity, transport, food, and medicine costs in Sudan. Those detained were subjected to various methods of torture and other ill-treatment including electric shocks, beatings, whippings, solitary confinement, and severe psychological pressure including threats of rape during interrogations. In many cases the activists were held for weeks or months without being charged with any crime.

The NISS maintains broad powers of arrest and detention under the National Security Act 2010 (NSA), which allows the NISS to detain suspects for up to four-and-a-half months without judicial review. Under the same Act, NISS agents are provided with protection from prosecution for any act committed in the course of their work, which has resulted in a pervasive culture of impunity.  

Under the principle of non-refoulement, Saudi Arabia is prohibited from transferring individuals to another country or jurisdiction where they would face a real risk of serious human rights violations or abuses. The principle of non-refoulement has the status of customary international law making it binding upon all states, even those who have not ratified the relevant treaties. Saudi Arabia is also prohibited, as a state party to the Convention Against Torture, from returning people to states where there are substantial grounds for believing that they would be in danger of being subjected to torture.

Name: Husham Ali Mohammad Ali
Gender m/f: m
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