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URGENT ACTION

STUDENTS DETAINED FOR ANTI-WAR PROTEST

11 students from Istanbul’s Bogazigi University, who had attended a small peaceful campus
protest on 19 March against Turkey’s military operation in Afrin, Syria, have been arrested and
remain in police custody following statements by government officials labelling them
‘terrorists’. They risk prosecution under anti-terrorism laws and expulsion from university.

At least 11 students from Istanbul’s Bogazic¢i University have been taken into police custody, accused of ‘making
propaganda for a terrorist organization’, for staging a peaceful protest on the university campus on 19 March, against
Turkey’s military operation in Afrin, Syria. They remain held at Gayrettepe police station, in Besiktas district. Six students
were taken into custody on 22 March, arrested at their houses and student halls of residence. On 23 March, another
student was arrested on campus. On 24 March, three of the seven students were released from detention but, on 25
March, three more were taken into custody. On 26 March, another student, who had been absent during the raid on his
home, presented himself at the police station and was also detained, while another three were detained on campus. This
brings the total number of detained students to 11. The students’ lawyer told Amnesty International that they were likely to
be interrogated by police in the coming days before being referred to the prosecutor. They risk prosecution under anti-
terrorism laws and expulsion from university.

Another group of seven students, who were peacefully protesting the initial detentions, were also detained for eight hours
on 22 March and were all allegedly ill-treated, some sexually, with one person sustaining a broken nose.

Their arrests came after a number of government spokespeople, including President Erdogan, issued inflammatory and
prejudicial statements about the students, labelling them ‘terrorist students’.

The detained students’ peaceful opposition to Turkey’s military operation in Syria is protected under the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly and expression, guaranteed under both domestic and international law.

1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:
Immediately and unconditionally release all detained students;
Ensure that they are not subject to any administrative sanction and are able to continue their studies at university;
Carry out a prompt, independent and impartial investigation into all allegations of ill-treatment in custody of the
seven students detained on 22 March, and ensure those still in detention are protected from torture and ill-treatment.

Contact these two officials by 9 May, 2018:

Minister of Justice Ambassador Serdar Kili¢, Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Mr. Abdulhamit Gl 2525 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20008

Adalet Bakanhgi Phone: 1 202 612 6700 OR 202 612 6701

06659 Ankara Fax: 1202 612 6744

Turkey Email: embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr

Tel: +90 (0312) 417 77 70 Contact Form: http://washington.emb.mfa.gov.tr/Mission/Contact
Fax: +90 (0312) 419 33 70 Twitter: @SerdarKilic9

Email: ozelkalem@adalet.gov.tr Salutation: Dear Ambassador

Salutation: Dear Minister

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION

Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 66.18

Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
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URGENT ACTION

STUDENTS DETAINED FOR ANTI-WAR PROTEST
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

On 23 March, President Erdogan stated: ‘we will find these terrorist students and do what’s necessary. The academics in our
universities must also be very careful. When we establish a link between these students and the academics we will also do what’s
necessary about them’. On 24 March, commenting on the detentions again, President Erdogan said: ‘we will not grant those communist
students, those terrorist enemies of the state the right to education at university’.

The right to freedom of expression is guaranteed in Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and Article 19 of the
ICCPR, both of which Turkey is a party to. Although international human rights law does permit certain restrictions on freedom of
expression, these restrictions must meet a strict three-part test: they must be provided by law; be limited to specific purposes such as
national security, public order or respect of the rights or reputation of others; and be necessary and proportionate to the achievement of
one of those permissible purposes.

Name: detained students from Istanbul’'s Bogazigi University
Gender m/f: all
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