URGENT ACTION
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS 
Human rights defenders Emmanuel Nshimirimana, Aimé Constant Gatore and Marius Nizigiyimana were sentenced to 10 years in prison on 8 March. They are members of the Burundian non-governmental organization Words and Actions for the Awakening of Consciences and the Evolution of Mentalities (PARCEM). They had been charged with ‘threatening interior state security’ and using fake documents. Amnesty International considers them to be prisoners of conscience.
A court in Burundi sentenced human rights defenders Emmanuel Nshimirimana, Aimé Constant Gatore and Marius Nizigiyimana to 10 years in prison on 8 March. Their sentence was announced in the absence of their lawyers or their organization. Their lawyers have since appealed the judgement. 
The three were convicted on the charge of ‘threatening interior state security’ and acquitted of the charge of using fake documents. They had been accused of recruiting youth members of opposition parties as whistle-blowers to report on human rights violations, but not including members of the Imbonerakure, who would have spoken favourably of the government. The Imbonerakure is the youth wing of the ruling party. However, the three human rights defenders say they were only contacting the youth as part of preparations for a workshop to be organised by PARCEM bringing together youth from different political parties, including representatives of the ruling party.
Emmanuel Nshimirima, PARCEM’s provincial representative in Muramvya was arrested on 17 June 2017. Aimé Constant Gatore and Murius Nizigiyimana, local focal points for PARCEM in Muyinga were arrested on 13 June 2017. Their trial began on 1 December 2018. 
Amnesty International considers Emmanuel Nshimirimana, Aimé Constant Gatore and Marius Nizigiyimana to be prisoners of conscience as they have been convicted solely for their human rights work. 
1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:
Urging the authorities to release Emmanuel Nshimirimana, Aimé Constant Gatore and Marius Nizigiyimana immediately and unconditionally and to ensure that their convictions are quashed;
Calling on them to ensure that, until they are released, they have regular access to their family and lawyers of their choice;
Calling on them to ensure that, pending their release, they are protected from torture and other ill-treatment while in detention;
Urging them to stop the intimidation and harassment of human rights defenders. 

Contact these two officials by 11 June, 2018:
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Minister of Justice
Aimée Laurentine Kanyana
Ministry of Justice
BP 1305	
Bujumbura, Burundi
Twitter: @AimeeLaurentine
Salutation: Dear Minister
Chargé d'Affaires Benjamin Manirakiza, 
Embassy of the Republic of Burundi
2233 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Suite 408, Washington DC 20007
Phone: 1 202 342 2574  I  Fax: 1 202 342 2578 
Email: burundiembusadc@gmail.com
Salutation: Dear Ambassador


2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION 
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 31.18
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.

URGENT ACTION
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS 
ADditional Information
Since the start of the political crisis in April 2015, Burundian authorities have engaged in an extensive clampdown on the opposition members, independent human rights organizations and media. Many activists fled the country for their safety and many are being prosecuted unjustly for their human rights work in Burundi.
PARCEM is one of the very few human rights organization that continues to openly work in a hostile environment in Burundi. 
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