URGENT ACTION
chechen asylum-seeker feared disappeared
Chechen asylum-seeker Imran Salamov, who was forcibly returned to Russia from Belarus on 5 September, may have been subjected to an enforced disappearance. Although his lawyer and wife met with him at the City Police Headquarters in Grozny on 11 September, all subsequent efforts to locate him have failed and the authorities have recently claimed that he is not in their custody. There are serious concerns for his welfare.
Following Imran Salamov’s forcible return to Russia on 5 September, a local Belarusian NGO sent an appeal to the Federal Service for the Execution of Punishments, requesting information on Imran Salamov’s whereabouts. Its Chechen department responded on 18 October, stating that Imran Salamov was not and had never been in their custody. The Federal Service for the Execution of Punishments is responsible for pre-trial detention facilities. 

Imran Salamov’s lawyer and wife have made countless appeals to the Chechen authorities in an effort to establish his whereabouts. On 6 October, they took an appeal to the office of the Prosecutor of the Chechen Republic. On the same day, his lawyer and wife presented a copy of the appeal to the Investigation Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Chechen Republic, who told them to withdraw the appeal from the Prosecutor’s office and warned them that problems would arise for Imran Salamov and them if they failed to do so. They decided for the safety of Imran Salamov and his family to withdraw the appeal. However, on 16 October, they lodged the appeal again with both places as well as with the Ombudsperson of the Chechen Republic. To date, none of the authorities’ responses have disclosed Imran Salamov’s fate or whereabouts. 

1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:
Urging the Russian authorities to order an immediate investigation into Imran Salamov’s fate and whereabouts, keeping his family fully informed and updated at all times;
Insisting if Imran Salamov is in the state’s custody, that he is immediately released, or, if credible evidence of a recognized offence exists, is transferred to an official place of detention, charged promptly and remanded by an independent civilian court, in line with international human rights standards;
Urging them to ensure that Imran Salamov’s human rights are protected and respected at all time, including – if he is in custody – his right to life and freedom from torture and other ill-treatment, and that he is allowed access to his family, a lawyer of his choice and adequate medical care.
Contact these two officials by 29 December, 2017:
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Minister of the Interior 
Vladimir Kolokoltsev 
Ul. Zhitnaya d. 16 
119049 Moscow
Russian Federation 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fax: +7 495 667 05 98 (wait for signal) or use online form in Russian: https://xn- -b1aew.xn--p1ai/request_main 
[bookmark: Text17]Salutation: Dear Minister

Ambassador Anatoly Antonov, Embassy of the Russian Federation
2650 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007
Phone: 1 202 298 5700  I  Fax: 1 202 298 5735
Email: rusembusa@mid.ru
Twitter: @mfa_russia
Salutation: Dear Ambassador
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2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION 
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 254.17 
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
URGENT ACTION
chechen asylum-seeker feared disappeared
ADditional Information
Imran Salamov claims he was tortured several times while in Chechnya and the reason for him and his family leaving to seek asylum was to escape further persecution. By forcibly returning him to Russia on 5 September, Belarus violated the international principle of non-refoulement – where states are prohibited from retuning anyone to a situation where they will be at real risk of serious human rights violations.

Enforced disappearances by state agents are shocking human rights violations that continue to be committed in Chechnya. Torture and other ill-treatment is widespread in Chechnya in both official detention centres and unlawful secret detention centres used by Chechen police officers. Appeals, submitted by the relatives of the disappeared to the local police and other authorities are consistently unresolved. In cases when the disappeared persons “re-appear”, it often transpires that they were held in incommunicado detention in a police station. No reparation for victims has ever been offered and no perpetrator has ever been brought to justice. 

The Polish authorities are subject to increasing criticism of their failure to provide access to asylum procedures of asylum seekers coming via Belarus. On 15 November, the European Parliament adopted by an overwhelming majority a resolution on “The situation of the rule of law and democracy in Poland” in which it noted “the Polish Government’s refusal to… respect the interim orders by the ECtHR on returns to Belarus are visible symbols of Poland not following the EU Treaties”. The European Parliament further called on the Polish Government to halt summary returns to Belarus so as to comply with the binding interim orders of the ECtHR of 8 June 2017, and to ensure that anyone who expresses an intention to seek asylum or international protection at Poland’s borders enjoys full access to the Polish asylum procedure in line with international obligations and EU law”.

Name: Imran Salamov
Gender m/f: m
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