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Tenosique downtown

( 9@ The countries of the Northern Triangle of Central America (El Salvador,

< Guatemala and Honduras) are among the most violent in the world.
C‘D In addition to alarming levels of general insecurity , their respective
—— murder rates are well above what the World Health Organization
considers to be epidemic levefs , and more than 75 percent of these
@ CTG ENCUUK,GF CU ¥GCVJU D[ ,TGCTO
CoO)e This situation of violence, added to the institutional weakness in
VIJGUG EQWPVTKGU JCU TGUWNVGF KP KPETGCU
F\-‘:_'J their countries of origin in fear of their life. The investigation entitled
— = 3 “Home Sweet Home?” conducted by Amnesty International in 2016
| concluded that violence has become a key push factor for migration,
[r“—“""”’ particularly in El Salvador and Honduras where high levels of violence
=) and increasing territorial control on the part of gangs or “maras” is
rf/-if—-“: seriously affecting people’s ability to exercise their human rights .

&GURKVG VJG FKH,EWNV[ KP QDVCKPKPI CEEWTC
governments, there is evidence that Lesbian, Gay , Bisexual,

Transgender and Intersex people (LGBTI) are particularly exposed to

violence in the Northern Triangle countries , and that this is related

intrinsically to the multiple forms of discrimination that LGBTI people

face in the different spheres of their family and working life, as part

of society more widely and institutionally, on the basis of their gender

identity? and/or sexual orientatioh .

5GG 1H,EG QH VJG 70 *KIJ %QOOKUUKQPGT HQT *WOCP 4KIJVU 1*%*4 CPPWCN TGRQTV QP VJG CEVKXKVKGU QH JKU
TGRQTV QP VJG CEVKXKVKGU QH JKU QH,EG KP *QPFWTCU RCTC CXCKNCDNG CV JVVR CR QJEJT QTI FQEWOG|
CEVKQP QP pJKFFGP VTCIGF[qg QH RGQRNG fGGKPI ICPI XKQNGPEGq #WIWUV CXCKNCDNG CV YYY QJEJT QTI '0 0G®

6JG 9QTNF *GCNVJ 1TICPK\CVKQP 9*1 EQPUKFGTU C OWTFGT TCVG QH OQTG VJCP RGT KPJCDKVCPVU VQ DG
CP GRKFGOKE NGXGN *QYGXGT KP VJG OWTFGT TCVG KP 'N 5CNXCFQT YCU TGEQTFGF CU RGT KPJCDK"
OCVKQPCN %KXKN 2QNKEG

+PUVKVWVQ +ICTCRA *QOKEKFG /QPKVQT CXCKNCDNG CV JQOKEKFG KICTCRG DT

6GTOU WUGF VQ KPFKECVG EGTVCKP ITQWRU EJCTCEVGTK\GF D[ EGTVCKP XKQNGPV ETKOKPCN CEVKXKVKGU CPF IGP
CPF *QPFWTCU

#OPGUV[ +PVGTPCVKQPCN *QOG 5YGGV *QOG! *QPFWTCU )WCVGOCNC CPF 'N 5CNXCFQToU TQNG KP C FGGRGPKPI TC

6JG ECRCEKV[ QH GCEJ RGTUQP VQ HGGN C FGGR GOQVKQPCN CHHGEVKXG CPF UGZWCN CVVTCEVKQP VQ RGQRNG Q
IGPGTCNN[ WUGF VQ TGHGT VQ HGOCNG JQOQUGZWCNKV[ CPF IC[ VQ OCNG JQOQUGZWCNKV[



This document is the result of a
series of interviews conducted
between 2016 and 2017 with
20 asylum seekers and refugees
primarily from El Salvador and
Honduras, aged between 16
and 34 years old, identifying as
gay men or trans women, and
with human rights organizations
and international organizations.
Amnesty International conducted
in-depth interviews with people
in the given cases and, as far as

. . . possible, cross-referenced this
%Amnestty Lhtertrrl]atllolr.lal has(;docr:]urr?enltt_edt hoy;/;/glvtin _the lack of ct)ptlons information with other available
or protecting their lives and physical integrity in their own countries,
IC[ OGP CPF VTCPU YQOGP EJQQUG VQ fGG Cd%gjx&eé;&ngﬁ(ﬁi\gg a%léPPl égFﬁ’EKCN
other countries such as Mexico or the United States. For many of ’ '
them, however, this path is paved with new acts of violence and
discrimination at the hands of criminal gangs and the authorities in transitory.n i f
VIG VTCPUKV CPF QT FGUVKPCVKQP EQWPVTtﬁ%eSe&(f%“i%ﬁ?&%?ﬁecﬁ VIG[ CNUQ
themselves in a highly vulnerable situation and may even be deported lack of complaints ma;je to the
back to their countries of origin; i.e. to the hell from which they have authorities for fear of reprisals
escaped, and where they will again be attacked. In other words, gay '
men and trans women are exposed to gender-based violence at every
point on their journey in search of protection. ( Amnesty |nternational
The stories of Carlos, Camila, Marbella and Cristel, whose names [~ would like 1o thank
have been changed to protect their safety, are representative of the ) those who shared therr
primary human rights abuses and violations that gay men and trans | Storjes, as well as the
women suffer due to their sexual orientation and/or gender identity,

sometimes impossible to obtain
such documentation given the

NS

both in their countries of origin and when they seek international ( achivists and human rsghfs
protection in other countries such as Mexico. When using defenders who provided
pseudonyms to ensure the anonymity and safety of these people, \ the information with

some details of their personal life and geographical or temporal R which to PI’OdHCe
references have also purposely been omitted from their stories. N

These measures demonstrate the fear they live in for their lives. /) this document.

w
76TCPUIGPFGT KU C VGTO WUGF VQ FGUETKDG FKHHGTGPV XCTKCPVU QH IGPFGT KFGPVKV[ VJG EQOOQP FGPQO@’CVQT DGl
VIJGTGVQ # VTCPU RGTUQP OC[ EQPUVTWEV VJGKT IGPFGT KFGPVKV[ TGICTFNGUU QH UWTIKECN KPVGTXGPVKQP®) QT OGFK

w
8)GPFGT KFGPVKV[ KU VJG FGGR KPVGTPCN CPF KPFKXKFWCN YC[ KP YJKEJ IGPFGT KU GZRGTKGPEGF D[ C RGTU%P CPF KV

95GZWCN QTKGPVCVKQP TGHGTU VQ VJG ECRCEKV[ GCEJ RGTUQP JCU VQ HGGN C FGGR GOQVKQP CHHGEVKXG CI%F UGZWCN
ECRCEKV[ VQ OCKPVCKP KPVKOCVG CPF UGZWCN TGNCVKQPU YKVJ VIQUG RGQRNG °
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WIDESPREAD

Carlos, a young Honduran of 25 years of age recalls that, on various

GENDER. B ASED occasions during his childhood and adolescence, he experienced

humiliation, rejection as well as beatings from family members
VIOLENCE “for being gay”.Members of the gang that controlled his
IaVava Ve neighbourhood also attacked and threatened him for the same

TGCUQP CPF UQ JG YCU HQTEGF VQ fGG JKU EQ
Carlos, Marbella, Cristel a 25-year-old Salvadoran trans woman, also saw leaving her country
and Camila suffered acts of as a way of avoiding the threats and attacks she received from gang
discrimination, exclusion and members in her neighbourhood “for not being a biological woman”.

physical violence from an early

age in their respective countries  In the case of Camila, another trans woman from El Salvador

of the Northern Triangle due to aged 34, it was the police from her neighbourhood who persecuted

the simple fact that their sexual ~ her and issued death threats “for being trans” on numerous

orientation and/or gender identity occasions, until she had no other option but to leave the country.

was different from the traditionally Marbella, a 20-year-old Guatemalan trans woman, was the victim

accepted heterosexual and QH C VTCH,EMKPI TKPI VIJCV TGETWKVGF .)$6+ R(
patriarchal social norms. to further threats and intimidation following her rescue.

o @ NO SAFE PLACE



According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
70*%4 .)$6+ RGQRNG CTG QPG QH VJG pTKUM |
asylum seekers from El Salvador and Hondurds, and it
is therefore acknowledged that these people may need
international protection in accordance with the 1951 Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocot.

#NVIQWIJ KV KU FKH,EWNV VQ QDVCKP QH,EKCN
attacks against LGBTI people in El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras, different non-governmental organizations (NGOSs)
and international organizations have documented that they
are particularly affected by the widespread climate of violence
and insecurity in the Northern Triangle of Central America.
LGBTI people are frequently the target of different forms of
Carlos (Honduran) violence due to their real or perceived sexual orientation and/
interviewed in 2017. or gender identity, such as, for example, intimidation, threats,
physical aggression, sexual violente and even murder.

Neighbourhood in El Salvador _ Amnesty International received a number of statements from

© Pablo Allison for Amnesty Intemational gay men and trans women testifying to having been raped in
their countries. According to UNHCR, 88 percent of LGBTI
asylum seekers and refugees from the Northern Triangle
interviewed in the context of a study reported having suffered
sexual and gender-based violence in their countries of origin.

10 70*%4 'NKIKDKNKV[ )WKFGNKPGU HQT #UUGUUKPI VJG +PVGTPCVKQPCN 2TQVGEVKQP 0GGFU QH #U[NWO 5GGMGTU HTQO '
#UUGUUKPI VIG +PVGTPCVKQPCN 2TQVGEVKQP 0GGFU QH #U[NWO 5GGMGTU HTQO *QPFWTCU L WN[ CXCKNCDNG CV

163G 4GHWIGG %QPXGPVKQP KU VIJG HWPFCOGPVCN DKPFKPI KPVGTPCVKQPCN VTGCV[ VIJCV UGTXGU CU VJG DCUKU QH
%QPXGPVKQP CPF UKORN[ CFFU CP GZVGPUKQP QH KVU CRRNKECVKQP VQ CNN TGHWIGGU PQV QPN[ VIQUG fGGKPI VI
%QPXGPVKQP CPF VJG 2TQVQEQN YJKNG VJG 7PKVGF 5VCVGU JCU TCVK,GF VJG 2TQVQEQN VJWU CESWKTKPI KFGPVKECN

12 +PVGT #OGTKECP %QOOKUUKQP QP *WOCP 4KIJU +#%*4 4GRQTV QP VJG 5KVWCVKQP QH *WOCP 4KIJVU KP *QPRWTCU &GE
4GRQTV QP VJG 5KVWCVKQP QH *WOCP 4KIJVU KP )WCVGOCNC RCTCU CXCKNCDNG CV YYY QCU QTI GP K%EJT TGRQ
-KNNKPIU KP VJG 4GIKQP 5Q (CT VJKU ;GCT /ICTEJ #XCKNCDNG CV  YYY QCU QTI GP KCEJT OGFKCAEGPVG@T 24GNGCL
*WOCP 4KIJVU 10DWFUOCP CPF 1*%*4 p2TGQEWRCP ITCXGU JGEJQU FG XKQNGPEKC EQPVTC OWLGTGU VTCPUQqH%QPEGTPL
FQEWOGPVQU EQOWPKECFQU A 2&*A1#%07&*A)TCXGUAJGEJQUAEQPVTCAOWLGTGUAVTCPU RFH =KP 5RCPK%J QPNJ[?

. o
B 70%%4 2QDNCEKIP .)$6+ GP /AZKEQ [ %GPVTQCOATKEC .)$6+ 2QRWNCVKQP KP /GZKEQ CPF %GPVTCN #OGTKECZ #XCK!
EGPVTQCOGTKEC =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[? °
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In terms of murders of LGBTI Violence towards LGBTI people is rooted in the environment of
people, NGOs that are gathering  discrimination and stigma that is prevalent in society generally
and systematizing information on  towards these people, who differ from the traditionally established

the situation have reported high patriarchal social norms and gender rolés. This situation is
numbers of murders in recent TGfGEVGF KP VJG VGUVKOQPKGU TGEGKXGF D]
years (see table). which bear witness to multiple acts of verbal and physical violence

and exclusion in different arenas of daily life; from within their own
A study conducted in 2016 family, community and society more generally, including at school
indicates that the Northern and, later, in the workplace.Nor are the “maras’ or gangs in the
Triangle region is one of the Northern Triangle of Central America, characterized by their violent

most dangerous regions for trans  criminal behaviour and generally associated with territorial control,
woment* These same NGOs warn  excluded from this reality. It has been documented that they are
VIJCV VJG TGCN ,IWT G gotethd Ky-highty sexist codes of conduét, and they often attack

higher given that not all cases LGBTI people for real or perceived their gender identity or sexual
are systematically denounced or orientation, subjecting them to acts of physical and sexual violence,
adequately reported. as well as blackmail’

Cristel (Salvadoran)
interviewed in 2016.

¥ 6TCPUTGURGEV XGTUWU 6TCPURJQDKC 8QN 6// #PPWCN 4GRQTV #XCKNCDNG CV VTCPUTGURGEV QTI YR EQP"

566 HQT GZCORNG +#%*4 4GRQTV QP VJG 5KVWCVKQP QH *WOCP 4KIJVU KP *QPFWTCU &GEGODGT CPF %CVVTC
CXCKNCDNG CV YYY ECVVTCEJCU QTI IGUVKQPEKW RJR =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[? 1*%*4 #PPWCN TGRQTV QP VJG CEV
.)$6 2GQRNG KP 'N 5CNXCFQT #XCKNCDNG CV YYY JWOCPTKIJVU, TUV QTI TGUQWTEG DKCU OQVKXCVGF XKQNGPE

16 +PVGTRGCEG 8KQNGPVCU [ XKQNGPVCFCU 4GNCEKQPGU FG IAPGTQ GP NCU OCTCU 5CNXCVTWEJC [ $CTTKQ FGN V
VIJG 0QTVIGTP 6TKCPING QH %GPVTCN #OGTKEC IC[ YYY KPVGTRGCEG QTI NCVKPQCOGTKEC YR EQPVGPV WRN
-KFU KP 0GGF QH &GHGPUG -+0& OGKVJGT 5GEWTKV[ 0QT ,WUVKEG /C[ #XCKNCDNG CV JVVRU UWRRQTVMKPF

7 _4+0& 0GKVJIGT 5GEWTKV[ 0QT ,WUVKEG /C[ R



#EEQTFKPI VQ VJG 0)1 %CVOIECEVUQEBGCUKQP HQT % QOJBNPEEKYWRI XCHRENGTRK® ICFPIF FKUETKO
0OGVYQTM tYJKEJ OQPKVQTBTORINGRPOGFGRR JN GENXEMOT) W6t/ REEENEAICH DGGP JKIIJNKIIVG
RGQRNG QP VJG DCUKU QH TIGFRHIDIMIEFY € Q/F) € & R GYGHT K PUGKIPKOE \E O UK\QFOLE BIU K PGP QMK QPCN JW
VIG OGFKCt OWTFGTU QMJIGEE O WGRRNG RGTAGVTCMEIFCZICERNE .56V RG GRN @ H XG
TGRQTVGF KP *QPFWTCU DOGYSGEP ,CEWETWEPF 5GRMGIED GGRQTVEWTXKWIFGTGF YKVJIKP C
QH YJKEJ QT RGTEGPYGIDTWGTIC[ OGWPITBE VTCP YQWTQIOWAP RIGTVG DIGVIULCINKTCPUIGPFGT "W
QT RGTEGPV YGTG VTORWUTRGDRA G K ¥ OKP ICVJFQEVT RG T K\QFC BUHROWIRN G EGTG OWTFGTG
YGTG C PWODGT QH CEVKXRUWY GCNN] FOG/MNE FERMGSTFU LOWU \J SETHWAN CV G T

TKIJVU UWEJ CU 4GPA /CTVEPG\ +\CIWKTTG 2TGUKFGPV

QH VJG 5CORGFTCPC )C[ %QOOWPKV[ YJQ YCU

FKUCRRGCTGF CPF MKNNGF KP ,WPG

Crime scene in Honduras
© Amnesty International/Encarni Pindado

SAFE PLACE

18 1494 2TGNKOKPCT[ 1DUGTXCVKQPU QH VJIG +#%*40U 1P 5KVG 8KUKV VQ )WCVGOCNC #WIWUV #XCKNCDNG %v YYY QC
JKU QH,EG KP )WCVGOCNC °

Y 6TCPUIGPFGT '"WTQRG 6TCPU /WTFGT /QPKVQTKPI 2TQLGEV &KURQPKDNG GP VICPUTGURGEV QTI YR EQPVGPV WRNQCFU



® NO SAFE PLACE

iy
o

In 2016, when she was 19 years old, Marbella,

a Guatemalan trans woman, replied to an invitation
to participate in a beauty contest in Guatemala City,
which turned out to be a recruitment front for

C VTCH,EMKPI TKPI /CTDGNNC UVCVGU VJCV UJG YCU JGNF
in a house for several months during which time she
was subjected to sexual exploitation along with other
trans women from Central America, until she was
rescued by a police operation. A number of those
responsible were subsequently arrested and

a criminal investigation opened.

On her release, Marbella wanted to return home

and resume her life and studies. She relates,

however, that shortly after her return, she began

to receive warnings that those responsible for her

previous ordeal were looking for her and she was

GXGP VIJTGCVGPGF 6GTTK,GF /CTDGNNC UVQRRGF IQKPI
to school, no longer went out and shut herself in the

house for fear that the threats would be carried out.

The threats did not stop, and she felt unprotected
in her own country and so, at the end of 2016,
she decided to leave for Mexico to protect her life
and integrity.

When Amnesty International interviewed her in

a border town in southern Mexico at the end of
March 2016, she did not know what stage the legal
proceedings in Guatemala had reached. She stated
that she was, however, afraid of being so close to
the situation from which she was escaping.

Some weeks later, the Mexican state granted

her international protection.



Portrait of Marbella
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz
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Salvadoran police
Carlos decided not to report the attacks © Pablo Allison for Amnesty International

and threats he received in Honduras, having

seen how many of his friends, also gay, were

CVVCEMGF CPF RGTUGEWVGF URGEK,ECNN[ HQT
having made complaints.

Like Carlos, most of the trans women and

gay men commented in their interviews with
Amnesty International that to go to the Police or
Prosecution Service would mean or has meant
an additional and direct risk to their safety,

their life or their integrity; rarely was such an
act perceived as synonymous with obtaining
protection from the violence they faced.

For fear of suffering reprisals at the hands

of their attackers, and given the lack of trust in

the authorities responsible for law enforcement,

who are regarded as being involved in corruption,

complicity and cover-ups with organized criminal Carlos (Honduran)
gangs, many people prefer not to report the interviewed in 2017.
attacks they suffer.



21

More serious still, in Camila’s case, from

El Salvador, the insults, death threats and

persecution she experienced came from

C RQNKEG QH,EGT YJQ GXGP VWTPGF
JGT JQWUG YKVJ C , TGCTO %COKNCoU
is unfortunately not a one-off but part of

a backdrop of reported attacks on LGBTI

people, perpetrated directly by members

of the security force&’ and fostered by

the context of discrimination and stigma

prevalent in society.

For her part, Cristel related how she was

UWDLGEVGF VQ WPLWUVK,GF EQPVTQN
street and searches of her belongings by

members of the Salvadoran police, apparently

due to her gender identity and expression.

Local activists indicated in this regard

that trans women are particularly exposed

VQ JCTCUUOGPV WPLWUVK,GF UGCTE]
arbitrary detentions from the police because

of the stigma they bear.

w
(@]

<
20 70%%4 '"NKIKDKNKV[ )WKFGNKPGU HQT #UUGUUKPI VJG +PVGTPCVKQPCN 2TQVGEVKQP 0GGFU QH #U[NWO 5GGMGEU HTQO *Q
FGTGEJQU JWOCPQU FG NCU OWLGTGU VTCPU GP 'N 5CNXCFQT 4GRQTV QP VJG JWOCP TKIJVU UKVWCVKQP QH VIICPU YQOCGC
RWDNKECEKQPGU KPHQTOG UQDTG NC UKVWCEKQP FG FGTGEJQU JWOCPQU FG OWLGTGU VTCPU JVON 1H,EG QH%/JG *KIJ %

2l *WOCP 4KIJVU 10DWFUOCP QH 'N 5CNXCFQT CPF 70&2 +PHQTOG UQDTG NC UKVWCEKIP FG NQU FGTGEJQU JWOC%QU FG NCI

RCTC =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[?

.
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When Camila went to the police in

El Salvador to report the attacks she had
suffered, rather than taking her complaint
seriously and offering her protection, the

QH,EGTU OQEMGF JGT IGPFGT KFG

Camila insisted on exercising her rights

NKMG CP[ QVJGT RGTUQP DWYV
threatened to lock her up so, in the end,

she gave up and went away.

Migrant in the streets of Tenosique
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz
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A study conducted in 2014 in this regard revealed The few people who dare go to the authorities
the extent of prejudice due to sexual orientation to report a crime are frequently re-victimized or

and/or gender identity within the Salvadoran treated with disdain, indifference and discrimination
National Police. It concluded that 66.8 percent due to their gender identity and/or expression, and

QH VJIG RQNKEG QH,EGTU K P \s@tfieX tarelyfaidw Db bhkeGuX &deven,sometimes,
that, in accordance with national law, LGBTI withdraw it. The above is in violation of the right of all
people did not have the same rights as othefs. people to enjoy equal protection before the law

without discrimination.

Despite some progress within certain institutions
responsible for law enforcement, the testimonies
gathered bear witness to the fact that a lack of
sensitivity continues to form a barrier to protecting
the I’Ights Of LGBTI people. 22 '5/7.'5 CPF %+2#% #EVKVWFGU JCEKC NCU RGTUQPCU .)$6+ RQT RCT

#VVKVWFGU 6QYCTFU .)$6+ 2GQRNG 'N 5CNXCFQT 5GRVGODGT i
+PHQTOGA'NASCNXCFQTA(+0#. RFH =KP 5RCPKUJ QPNJ[?






Camila is a 34-year-old Camila recounts that she
Salvadoran trans woman. She continued receiving telephone

recounts death threats over the ensuing
that, at the start of 2016, a weeks, even in her new home,
RQNKEG QH,EGT YJQ fahXhe BarkePindivddaal, who
same neighbourhood as her told her he knew she had gone
began to harass her for being to the police. Fearing for her
trans; he hounded her and life, and faced with this level of
insulted her whenever their persecution and surveillance,
paths crossed, even in front of Camila saw no other option but
her partner or family. VQ fGG VQ /IGZKEQ YKVJ JGT RC
To begin with, Camila ignored After crossing the Mexican

her neighbour’s violent and border, Camila and her partner
transphobic behaviour but his caught a minibus for their journey

aggressive attitude increased as  onward but were forced to get off
VIJG OQPVJIU YGPV D]J shbdigb€&idre En@iing Tapachufd
even threatened Camila and her due to an impending migration
partner with death on a number  control. Camila says that a short
of occasions while carrying a distance after having got off the
,TGCTO CPF GXGP KPnihiBuE, §h& &d her partner
home. For fear that these threats were stopped by uniformed
would come to pass, Camila left individuals who she says insulted
her home and went to live with their gender identity, threatened
relatives. She also went to the them and took their money.
Civil National Police (PNC) with Camila made a complaint to the
the aim of reporting the matter. Special Prosecution Service for
Crimes against Immigrants. When
As a trans woman, however, she was interviewed two months
she was mocked and insulted later, she was unaware of what
D[ UQOG QH VJG QH,Esageih&iivestigatPivwas at.
When she insisted on making a
complaint, knowing that she had Camila was recognized as a
every right to do so, the police refugee at the end of April 2017.
QH,EGTU VJTGCVGP G Bh¥ QubseqQuENy WenTto live in

up, following which she gave another town in Mexico.
up and left.
w
(@]
3
o
w
TR
<
]
Portrait of Camila o
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz B §CRCEJWNC KU C VQYP KP %JKCRCU 5VCVG QP VJG UQWVJ GCUVGTP DQTFE&T YKVJ /G
[ ]
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In accordance with international human
rights law, any discrimination based on the
sexual orientation and/or gender identity
of a person is prohibited:

“All persons are equal before the law and
are entitled without any discrimination

to the equal protection of the law. In

this respect, the law shall prohibit any
discrimination and guarantee to all persons
equal and effective protection against
discrimination on any ground such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political

or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.”

(Article 26 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights)

It follows from the above that although

the political constitutions of countries

of the Northern Triangle do not expressly
include this prohibition nor make explicit
reference to LGBTI people, these countries
do have a duty to ensure that all people
enjoy equal protection before the law
without discrimination.

In the countries of the Northern
Triangle, where high levels of
impunity are commori; LGBTI
people very rarely obtain justice
when they report the serious
attacks they have suffered.

In a study conducted into
impunity for such attacks, the
NGO Cattrachas noted that, of
the 225 violent deaths of LGBTI
people recorded during the
period 2008 to 2015, only 13
had resulted in a convictiori®

In these countries, discriminatory
prejudice, as well as a lack of
awareness and training among
justice operators as regards
these kinds of attack, have been
cited by local activists as factors
that contribute to the lack of
investigation of cases of violence.

This lack of effective access to
justice only perpetuates the circle
of violence to which LGBTI people
are subjected and increases their
lack of protection. Silence and
escape are therefore often the only
alternatives they have to protect
their lives and physical integrity.

24 +#%%4 RTGUU TGNGCUG +#%*4 9TCRU 7R 1P 5KVG 8KUKV VQ )WCVGOCNC #WIWUV CXCKNCDNG CV YYY QCU QTI
FG ECFC JQOKEKFKQU EQOGVKFQU GP 6JG 2TQUGEWVKQP 5GTXKEG YCU QPN[ CDNG VQ DTKPI EJCTIGU KP QPG
.C (KUECN % #&C UQNQ JC RQFKFQ NNGXCT C VTKDWPCNGU WPQ FG ECFC JQOKEKFKQU EQOGVKFQU GP JVO =KI
TGXKGY QH *QPFWTCU % %24 % *0& %1 #WIWUV RCTC

B swoCP 4KIJVU (KTUV $KCU /QVKXCVGF 8KQNGPEG CICKPUV .)$6 2GQRNG KP 'N 5CNXCFQT #XCKNCDNG CV YYY J\
QP VJG 5KVWCVKQP QH *WOCP 4KIJVU KP *QPFWTCU &GEGODGT
24GNGCUGU # CUR

CPF 2TGNKOKPCT[ 1DUGTXCVKQPU QH VIJG

26 %CVVTCEJCU .GUDKCP 0GVYQTM +PHQTOG UQDTG OWGTVGU XKQNGPVCU FG NC EQOWPKFCF .)$6+ ¥PHCUKU GP KOR\
ECVVTCEJCU QTI IGUVKQPEKW RJR =KP 5RCPKUJ QPNJ[?



JTCH,VK KP 'N 5CNXCFQT
© Pablo Allison for Amnesty International

We do not know the exact number of trans women Most of the information available in this regard

and gay men who, like Camila, Carlos, Marbella comes from monitoring conducted by a number of
CPF %TKUVGN GG VJG XKQNGP B\&G3 Endfib@ itf@raddn@atkered by UNHCR
Triangle of Central America each year. This is and its partners in the context of their activities
because the attacks that LGBTI people suffer in with LGBTI people.

their countries of origin are rarely reported to the
PCVKQPCN CWVJQTKVKGU QT EN CUriexantple, Ge&INGOWmigratignTEqudli§ which

reasons described above, and because many of provides guidance to LGBTI asylum seekers in
the destination countries do not compile statistical the United States indicated that of all the requests
information by sexual orientation and/or gender they have received over the last years, Guatemala,
identity for the asylum seekers and refugees Honduras, and El Salvador are among the 10
they take in. countries with the highest numbers of requests.

In March 2017, the Salvadoran NGO COMCAVIS
For example, it was only in 2015 that US Trans indicated that at least 136 LGBTI peoplé
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, known had left the country since 2012. In practice,

as the ICE, stated that it would gather information JOQYGXGT VJG ,IWTGU CTG NKMGN[ VQ DC
on the gender identity of those detained. This

lack of accurate data not only contributes to the

dissimulation of a real phenomenon but hinders

the design and implementation of adequate

measures to guarantee the rights of LGBTI people.

PLACE

w
27+OOKITCVKQP CPF %WUVQOU 'PHQTEGOGPV +%' 6TCPUIGPFGT %CTG /GOQTCPFWO ,WPG #XCKNCDNG CV Y\)é( KEG IQX
2

70*%4 KPHQTOGF WU VJCV FWTKPI KP /IGZKEQ .)$6+ RGQRNG YGTG RTQXKFGF YKVJ JWOCPKVCTKCP CUUKQVCPEG D[
z’SRGQRNG TGIKUVGT YKVJ 70*%4 QT KVU RCTVPGTU °
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In the south of Mexico, Amnesty International also

interviewed a Honduran trans woman asylum seeker

YJQ UVCVGF VJG TGCUQPU VJCV JCF H
JGT EQWPVT[ ,TUVN[ VQ )JWCVGOCNC C
the abuses she had suffered on reaching Guatemala

%KV[ YJGTG UJG YCU ECRVWTGF D[ C
prostitution ring.

.)$6+ RGQRNG YJQ CTG HQTEGF VQ fGC
particularly vulnerable to violations of their human
rights? In addition to the serious situation they

) ) _ experience in their own countries, they suffer further
The testimonies gathered by Amnesty International acts of violence on the journey and/or in their
demonstrate that, faced with the urgent need to destination countries.

protect their life and integrity, trans women and gay

OGP IGPGTCNN[ fGG YKVIQWYV MP QY f&ico! High Tevely of €rim€ dnfd human rights
going, that they have a right to request asylum or violations are reported against migrants generally,
what risks await them on the journey. These risks including attacks, robberies and kidnappings

are particularly serious given their sexual orientation perpetrated by organized criminal gangs, sometimes
and/or gender identity, and often mean they face the i collusion with different government authorities,
same abuses and violations of their rights that they as well as different kinds of abuse of authority by

are trying to escape from at home. the security forces and other Mexican migration

) ) services® which go unpunished in 99 percent of the
For example, Camila remembers that after getting off  cases reported: Faced not only with these kinds of

the minibus that had taken her and her partner to CVVCEM .)$6+ RGQRNG CNUQ ,PF VJGO
Tapachula in southern Mexico, she was threatened g acts of violence due to their real or perceived

who also insulted her due to her gender identity.

For her part, Cristel, a Sglvadoran trans woman, According to UNHCR, two-thirds of LGBTI asylum

recounts how she was kidnapped by a supposed seekers and refugees coming from the Northern

to several days of rape and sexual exploitation reported suffering sexual and gender-based violence

by different people who also stigmatized her and in Mexico after crossing the border at blind spots.

insulted her because of her gender identity.

2 o4 8KQNGPEG CICKPUV .)$6+ 2GTUQPU KP VJG #OGTKECU 0QXGODGT RCTC CXCKNCDNG CV YYY QCU QT
1TKGPVCVKQPU CPF )GPFGT +FGPVKVKGU R #XCKNCDNG CV YYY TGHYQTNF QTI FQEKF JVON

30+QICT 4GHWIKQ .C 'P NQU NEOKVGU FG NC HTQPVGTC SWGDTCPFQ NQU NEOKVGU 1P VJG NKOKVU QH VJG DQTFGT
CN 'N CEEGUQ C NC LWUVKEKC RCTC RGTUQPCU OKITCPVGU GP /AZKEQ WP FGTGEJQ SWG UQNQ GZKUVG GP RCRGN
YR EQPVGPV WRNQCFU #EEGUQCNCLWUVKEKCAB8GTUKQPYGDA,WNKQ RFH =QPN[ KP 5RCPKUJ?

S191.# GV CN ‘N CEEGUQ C NC LWUVKEKC RCTC RGTUQPCU OKITCPVGU GP /AZKEQ WP FGTGEJQ SWG UINQ GZKUVG GP
4GHWIKQ .C '"P NQU NEOKVGU FG NC HTQPVGTC SWGDTCPFQ NQU NEOKVGU 1P VJG NKOKVU QH VJG DQTFGT DTGC

%2 %9KVGF KP 70*%4 2QDNCEKIP .)$6+ GP /AZKEQ [ #GPVTQCOATKEC .)$6+ 2QRWNCVKQP KP /GZKEQ CPF %GPVTCN #0OGT
EGPVTQCOGTKEC =QPN[ KP 5RCPKUJ?



In addition, the testimonies received by Amnesty Despite this, Carlos commented that, a short while

International highlight the fact that, the whole way ago, while walking along a path, he was brutally
along their escape route, they are subjected to attacked by other migrants. His aggressors knew
stigma and discrimination from the authorities, and he was gay and so they insulted him for his sexual
also sometimes in the shelters that receive them, orientation. He states that he was also raped.
due to the injurious prejudice surrounding their
sexual orientation and/or gender identity that is also Finally, the information gathered by Amnesty
prevalent in this country. International —in its interviews with asylum seekers
in various border towns in southern Mexico, and
It is important to note, in this regard, the high with workers from shelters and other organizations—
numbers of Mexican LGBTI victims of violence bears witness to the presence of gang or “mara”
each year and the fact that many of them, including members in these areas. For asylum seekers, the
transgender people, in turn seek protection in presence of individuals linked to the same gangs
other countries? that were persecuting them, threatening them and/
or attacking them in their home countries increases
LGBTI people also suffer violence, both verbal and their perception of insecurity and can even form
physical, from other migrants. This can be seen, for a real and imminent risk. Cristel recounted, for
example, in insults or contemptuous words that refer example, that on returning from sorting out some
to their sexual orientation and/or gender identity, or RCRGTYQTM YKVJ VJG /IGZKECP OKITCVKQP
in more serious aggression. day, she recognized an individual in the street
9JGP YG KPVGTXKGYGF %CTNQU H Qrket thGhe Jah¥ gslr§ & hdPblatkiBailed and
shelter where he was stayingin the South of Mexico, threatened her in El Salvador. Because of this she
he told us that he was afraid to go outside, and tried stopped going out of the house unless absolutely
to avoid doing so. necessary, for fear of being attacked or located.

Street in Tapachula
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz

#5566 HQT GZCORNG 70 4GRQTV QH VJG 5RGEKCN 4CRRQTVGWT QP VQTVWTG CPF QVJGT ETWGN KPJWOCP QT FGITCFKPI VTC
%KWFCF FG /AZKEQ NC GPVKFCF POOGTQ WPQ GP CITGUKQPGU C RGTUQPCU VTCPU /GZKEQ %KV[ PWODGT QPG HQT VTCP!
5RCPKUJ QPN[? 5KP (TQPVGTCU &KCIPIUVKEQ +PVGTUGEEKQPCN UQDTG NC UKVWCEKIP [ PGEGUKFCFGU FG OWLGTGU PKI(
/AZKEQ 0Q $QTFGTU +PVGTUGEVKQPCN #UUGUUOGPV QH VJG UKVWCVKQP CPF PGGFU QH YQOGP EJKNFTGP CPF CFQNGUE!
UKPHTQPVGTCU QTI OZ YR EQPVGPV WRNQCFU &KCIPQUVKEQ UKP OCTECU RFH =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[?



Migration detention is another To this must be added the impact of the detention itself on asylum
situation in which LGBTI asylum seekers, which only exacerbates their symptoms of depression,
seekers are particularly exposed anxiety and the effects of post-traumatic stress. These symptoms

to abuses and violations of are present in LGBTI asylum seekers due to the serious acts of

their human rights, including violence they have suffered.

lack of effective access to their

right to seek asylum and acts In Mexico, there are documented migrant detention centres that fail to

of gender-based violence and OGGV VJG URGEK,E RTQVGEVKQP PGGFU QH .)$6+
discrimination on the part of other  particular are mixed with others, or crowded into provisional cells that

detainees and the guards. are temporarily allocated to therti. In a report published in July 2017,

the Citizens’ Council of the National Migration Institute (INM) of Mexico
UNHCR has acknowledged that highlighted the fact that the different LGBTI people met and interviewed

LGBTI people are often at risk in the different centres “stated that they had suffered discrimination,
during the time they spend in sexual harassment and even aggression from other detainees or the
migration detention centres. centre staff:

This risk is greater for transgender
women when they are held in
cells reserved for men because
there are no adequate policies
or measures that take their
individual and gender identity
needs into account.

34 70%%4 2TQVGEVKPI 2GTUQPU YKVJ &KXGTUG 5GZWCN 1TKGPVCVKQPU CPF )GPFGT +FGPVKVKGU R
3 %¥NNGP 5 -GNNGT GV CN p/GPVCN JGCNVJ QH FGVCKPGF CU[NWO UGGMGTU q 6JG .CPEGV XQN 0QXGODGT
6TCPUIGPFGT 9QOGP (GCT #DWUGU KP +OOKITCVKQP &GVGPVKQP ,CPWCT][ #XCKNCDNG CV YYY P[VKOGU EQO

% 9KVK\GPUO %QWPEKN QH VJG OCVKQPCN /KITCVKQP +PUVKVWVG 4GRQTV 2GTUQPCU GP FGVGPEKIP OKITCVQTKC GP
1DUGTXCVQTKQ FG /KITCEKIP &GTTKDCPFQ /WTQU $TGCMKPI FQYP 9CNNU $WNNGVKP 0Q #RTKN R CXCKN

37 %KVK\GPUO %QWPEKN QH VJG OCVKQPCN /KITCVKQP +PUVKVWVG 4GRQTV 2GTUQPCU GP FGVGPEKIP OKITCVQTKC GP
1DUGTXCVQTKQ FG /KITCEKIP &GTTKDCPFQ /WTQU $TGCMKPI FQYP 9CNNU $QNGVEP PQ #RTKN R CXCKNC
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% tDKF 5GG CNUQ #PKOCN 2QNEVKEQ *Q[ PQ EQOGU CUE COGPC\CP C OKITCPVGU GP /AZKEQ RCTC SWG CEGRVGP NC FGRQT

#WIWUV #XCKNCDNG CV YYY CPKOCNRQNKVKEQ EQO COGPC\CU OKITCPVGU OGZKEQ !WVOAUQWTEG *Q[ GP #PKO
EFH FF =KP 5RCPKUJ QPNJ[?
39 1DUGTXCVQTKQ FG /KITCEKIP &GTTKDCPFQ /WTQU $TGCMKPI FQYP 9CNNU $QNGVEP PQ #RTKN RI =KP 5RCPKUJ Q

4 #TVKENG QH VJG .CY QP 4GHWIGGU #FFKVKQPCN 2TQVGEVKQP CPF 2QNKVKECN #U[NWO

Person detained in El Salvador
© Pablo Allison para Amnistia Internacional




Carlos is a 25-year-old gay man. Until March
2016 he was working in the patterns and prints
department of a clothing manufacturer in his
home country. Carlos had by this time already
experienced humiliation, insults and rejection
by his family for being gay from an early age.

He sometimes also received death threats from the
gangs in the area in which he lived. But in March
2016 it was different. He was beaten by a group of
gang members who insulted him and repeated their
threats: if you don't leave town immediately, you'll
end up dead. For fear of reprisals, Carlos decided
not to report this attack but left his community and

Carlos (Honduran)
interviewed in 2017.

Carlos recounts how he was detained by the INM
in Mexico a few hours after crossing the border. He
was taken to a holding centre where he was locked
up day and night with others in a very small cell.
He was only let out to collect his food, and then
immediately returned to the cell to eat it. This same
space included toilets and washing space, clothes

fGF VQ 5CP 2GFTQ 5WNC tVJG UGE gad B ie@adhedavid By puktRere, and they had

Honduras and one of the most dangerous places
in the world’*

Nonetheless, within a few weeks, the gangs had
located him through their networks of informants.
Carlos says they attacked him as he was leaving
the job he had found in this new city. His fear was
such that he initially decided simply not to leave the
house; he even gave up work. But the gangs found
out where he lived and went there to threaten

him further.

Without a safe place to stay, Carlos had no option

VQ UNGGR QP OCVU QP VJG fQQT +P J
truly horrible place.”

Carlos found out about his right to seek asylum for

VJG ,TUV VKOG YJKNG KP FGVGPVKQP
his reasons for not wanting to be deported back to

Honduras. He wanted to begin asylum proceedings
immediately but the person dealing with his case

told him, in an attempt to put him off, that he would

be held in these detention conditions for at least

three months if he requested asylum. Determined,

Carlos repeated his desire to start the process as

soon as possible but says he was only allowed to do

DWV VQ fGG QPEG OQTG 6JKU VKGGWoGlafGaeK FGF VQ NGCXG

the country. On 13 September 2016, without really
knowing the route, he took several buses through
Guatemala to the Mexican border.

EKWFCFGU 0%U XKQNGPVCU FGN OWPFQ 4CPMKPI

® NO SAFE PLACE
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1 9%KVK\GPUoO %QWPEKN HQT 2WDNKE 5GEWTKV[ CPF %TKOKPCN ,WUVKEG /GVQFQNQIEC FGN TCPMKPI

He states that after two weeks he felt desperate at

the conditions in which he was being held, spending

almost the whole day locked up and sleeping on

a mat. However, he was informed that he could

DGPG,V HTQO CNVGTPCVKXG OGCUWTG
implemented by the Mexican government with the
UWRRQTV QH 70*%4 CPF UQ JG YCU ,P

leave and was moved to a migrant shelter.
FG NCU

QH VIG OQUV XKQNGPV EKVKGU KP VJG YQTNF #RTKN

#XCKNCDNG CV UGIWTKFCFLWUVKEKC[RC\ QTlI OZ DKDNKQVGEC RTGPUC UGPF RTGPUC NCU
OGVQFQNQIKC =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[?



Carlos says he tried to avoid leaving the shelter for
fear of meeting gang members and other groups in
the border town in which he was living. However,
one day as he was walking along a path he was
attacked by migrants who were aware of his sexual

orientation. On this occasion, Carlos was also raped.

Carlos is still waiting for his asylum claim to be

considered. The process has taken several months

DGECWUG VJG ,TUV FGEKUKQP JG TGEGKXGF
refused him asylum - was declared null and void

due to a number of irregularities.

© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz

Portrait of Carlos



For her part, Cristel recounts

her painful experience in a US
migration detention centre. Feeling
unsafe in Mexico after the abuse
she had suffered, Cristel decided

to travel to the United States, where

she hoped to live according to her
gender identity and without fear.
She says that, on arriving at the
US border, she was detained and
subsequently taken to a detention
centre where she was held for
around three months.

She was detained all this time
alongside men given that, in her
words, the authorities did not take
her gender identity into account,
nor the vulnerability that this
situation created for her. Cristel
says she could not bear these
terrible conditions and ended up
accepting so-called “voluntary
return” to El Salvador.

The situation described by Cristel concurs with the results of a report
published in March 2016" by Human Rights Watch, which documents
the multiple abuses and violations of human rights, including sexual
aggression and harassment, suffered by trans women when detained
in male units of US detention centres. Although the US ICE had issued
guidelines intended to improve the detention conditions of trans
women some months previously, these are reportedly suffering from
implementation problems?

6TCPU YQOGPoOU XWNPGTCDKNKV[ KU PQY DGKPI |
periods asylum seekers are forced to spend in detention following the

drastic reduction in alternative methods, exacerbated by the migration

policies implemented by President Donald Trundp.

Cristel (Salvadoran) interviewed in 2017.

All people, including asylum seekers and migrants, have the right to freedom, to
move freely and to be protected from arbitrary detention regardless of their legal
status. Amnesty International is therefore opposed to the routine use of detention
as an instrument for exercising migration control, given the negative impact it has
on the rights of those detained and the fact that states often use detention as a
way of dissuading or punishing illegal migration instead of tackling its real causes.

According to current international standards, migration detention is an exceptional

measure to be used as a last resort when it is not possible to use other less

restrictive means'® States must therefore ensure that alternative measures to

detention are effectively available for all migrants, without discrimination.” When

envisaging the use of these alternative measures, states must conduct individual
CUUGUUOGPVU VJCV VCMG KPVQ CEEQWPV VJIG URGEK,E EKT
QH GCEJ ECUG UWEJ CU HQT GZCORNG RTGIPCPV YQOGP
people, the elderly or those with a serious medical or psychological conditiort’®



For those unaware of their right to request asylum, Given the multiple dangers facing them on their

or who are deprived of effective access to it, return to their country, many people have no option

detention by the migration authorities is the start of a DWV VQ fGG HQT VJGKT NKHG [GV CICKP U
deportation process that will culminate in their return either elsewhere within the country or going abroad

to their country of origin, directly back to the serious once more. Some of the people interviewed by

risks they were trying to escap®. Amnesty International who had been deported to
their country or had accepted so-called voluntary

The evidence gathered by Amnesty International in return indicated that their fear was so great on

this regard shows that Mexico and the United States arriving back in their country of origin that, the very
CTG TGVWTPKPI RGQRNG YJQ CTG gamé day of Me&r@épaRtog the@hadhGaihTaken

countries of origin without being able to request a bus to cross the border.

asylunt® which is in violation of the principle of

non-refoulement (non-returny* and places people in Other people stayed several weeks or months in a
serious danger. different area or city of the country, seeking their

own ways of surviving, until they were faced with
Amnesty International has furthermore documented HWTVJGT FCPIGT CPF fGF QPEG CICKP CU

that, despite the above, thousands of people of Cristel. Because of the networks of informants

are being deported to the countries of the Northern gang members have around the country, they

Triangle each yeaf where there are no comprehensive  quickly found out that Cristel had returned and so

mechanisms that would enable those at risk to she once more became the target of blackmail and

DG KFGPVK,GF QT RTQXKFGF YKVJ VIGGCMNW GERMKIQWY ICFF-YCU HQTEGF VQ fGG
care they need, and nor from an adequate gender in search of protection.

perspective in the case of LGBTI peopte.

42 +WOCP 4KIJVU 9CVEJ &Q [QW 5GG *QY /WEJ +00 5WHHGTKPI *GTG! /CTEJ #XCKNCDNG CV YYY JTY QTI UKVGU FGHCWNV
43 +9%' 6TCPUIGPFGT %CTG /GOQTCPFWO ,WPG

4 «WOCP 4KIJVU 9CVEJ &Q [QW 5GG *QY /WEJ +00 5WHHGTKPI *GTG! R CPF 6JG 0GY ;QTM 6KOGU 6TCPUIGPFGT 9QOGP (GC
EQO WU VTCPUIGPFGT YQOGP HGCT CDWUG KP KOOKITCVKQP FGVGPVKQP JVON

> 40PGUV[ +PVGTPCVKQPCN (CEKPI 9CNNU 75# CPF /GZKEQoU XKQNCVKQP QH VJG TKIJVU QH CU[NWO UGGMGTU #/4

4 70*%4 )WKFGNKPGU QP VJG #RRNKECDNG %TKVGTKC CPF 5VCPFCTFU TGNCVKPI VQ VJG &GVGPVKQP QH #U[NWO 5GGMGTU C
NGICN D GG WPJET FGVGPVKQP IWKFGNKPGU JVON 5GG CNUQ 70 5RGEKCN 4CRRQTVGWT QP VJG JWOCP TKIJVU QH OKIT
# *4% #FF (GDTWCT[ RCTC CPF #FFGPFWO 4GRQTV QP VJG XKUKV QH VJG 9QTMKPI )TQWR VQ VJG 7PKVGF -k
TGEQOOGPFCVKQP

4770 5RGEKCN 4CRRQTVGWT QP VJG JWOCP TKIJVU QH OKITCPVU ' %0 RCTCU &GEGODGT

4870 5RGEKCN 4CRRQTVGWT QP VJG JWOCP TKIJVU QH OKITCPVU 70 &QE ' %0 RCTC

49 #OPGUV[ +PVGTPCVKQPCN *QOG 5YGGV *QOG! *QPFWTCU )WCVGOCNC CPF 'N 5CNXCFQToU TQNG KP C FGGRGPKPI TGHWIGC

0 40PGUV[ +PVGTPCVKQPCN (CEKPI 9CNNU #/4

51 2GQRNG CV TKUM KP VIJGKT QYP EQWPVT[ JCXG VJG TKIJV VQ TGEGKXG KPVGTPCVKQPCN RTQVGEVKQP KP CPQVJ T 6JG RT
TGVWTPGF VQ C EQWPVT[ YJGTG VJG[ OC[ TWP C TGCN FCPIGT QH UWHHGTKPI UGTKQWU CDWUGU QT XKQNCVKQ _IU QH VIGK

5270*%4 B5KVWCEKIP FGN VTK%PIWNQ 0QTVG FG %GPVTQCOATKEC 5KVWCVKQP QH VJG 0QTVJGTP 6TKCPING QH %GQVTCN #0G
$&. AUOACWA K880P89V6UV( .S/ =KP 5RCPKUJ QPN[?
O

5:'I#OF’GUV[ +PVGTPCVKQPCN *QOG 5YGGV *QOG! *QPFWTCU )WCVGOCNC CPF 'N 5CNXCFQToU TQNG KP C FGGRGPKF.’I TGHWIGC
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Cristel is 25 years old. This Salvadoran trans woman
describes how her life changed in just a few hours
one day in August 2014 when she received death
threats from a gang in the area where she lived with
JGT OQVJIGT KP 'N 5CNXCFQT 5J¢
as trans, and they gave her 24 hours to get out, or
they would Kill her.

Cristel had suffered stigma and discrimination in her
country for her gender identity in the past. She had
also been blackmailed by gangs, but at no time had
there been actual attacks on her life. Faced with this
new threat, Cristel feared for her life and so grabbed
two changes of clothing and took “the road North”,
knowing nothing about the journey that awaited her.
Cristel travelled by bus to the Mexican border and,
like so many other undocumented migrants, crossed
the Suchiate River in a raft.

Once across the border, Cristel recounts that she got
a taxi to take her into Tapachula where she could
rest before continuing her journey on to Mexico City.
However, instead of taking her there, the supposed
taxi driver took her to an unknown house where

her belongings were taken from her and she was
raped on several occasions by different people, and
sexually exploited. Cristel recalls that she remained
in captivity for several days in this house, along with
K, another trans woman from El Salvador, until one
night they managed to escape while their abductors
were distracted.

The two women walked and walked until a car
driver offered to help them and took them to the
Specialist Prosecution Service for Crimes against
Immigrants in Tapachula, where they were able to
make a complaint. They were taken to a shelter for
migrants, where Cristel was able to commence her
recovery. Some weeks later, the INM granted her a
humanitarian visa because she had been the victim
of a serious crime in Mexico. Cristel indicated that
she had not been informed of the progress made in
the investigation that was opened after she reported
the crime in Mexico.

The humanitarian visa she received allowed her

to remain in Mexico for one year. She says she felt
very unsafe in the country, however, and so she
travelled to the United States with K. At the border,
the two women handed themselves over to the US
authorities and were taken to a migration detention
centre. Cristel recounts that she was detained in the
US for more than three months, in the men’s unit.
She says that at no time did the authorities take

her gender identity into account. This prolonged

FGVGPVKQP YCU GZVTGOGN[ FKH,EWNY

had been greatly affected by the abuse suffered

KP /IGZKEQ CPF UQ UJG ,PCNN[ YKVJFT

request and agreed to her “voluntary return” to El
Salvador. Her friend K now lives in the United States.

On her return to El Salvador, Cristel set up home in

a different area of the country. However, she had

no option but to live in a neighbourhood that was

also controlled by gangs. Through their information
networks, the gang member that had threatened her
previously became aware of her presence and began
to blackmail her: she had to pay a tax plus so-called
“rent” or they would kill her. Cristel says she was only
able to pay the sums demanded for a few weeks, after
which her family tried to obtain a loan to help her and
avoid the threats being carried out.



Cristel's hand
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz

But she again received death threats by phone
and, at the start of 2017, was assaulted in the street
by the same gang member. Cristel went to the

Civil National Police to report the incident. Shortly Cristel requested international protection in
CHVGTYCTFU JQYGXGT UJG UC[U WherddrGovrRifuutiefm Mekick, Gving in
chatting with the gang member. More threats came constant fear of being attacked or abused once

over the following days: Cristel was given two weeks

to quit the neighbourhood and not return to any area more, and restricting her movements to the

controlled by this gang. She says her boyfriend also strictly essential. Cristel recounts that, one day,
received death threats and was murdered several on returning home, she recognized someone
weeks later as he was going to visit his family in an in the street linked to the gang that had

area controlled by a rival gang. . .
y gang blackmailed and threatened her in El Salvador,

%TKUVGN JCF PQ QRVKQP DWYV VQ aalthiyenly esukeddn yeplertyer terror and
more. Around the same time that Cristel travelled anxiety on her part.

to Mexico, three trans women were murdered in

El Salvador within a one-week periddl.
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The stories of Camila, Carlos, 9JGP HQTEGF VQ fGG VQ CPQVJGT EQ\
Marbella and Cristel, along with the violence, instead of obtaining the immediate
protection they require, LGBTI people often again

other testimonies gathered by experience abuses and violations of their rights

Amnesty International, bear similar to those suffered in their home countries. In
witness to the multiple and other words, their vulnerability as migrant persons
repeated abuses and violations and asylum seeker is exacerbated by their Sexual

of human rights experienced by orientation and/or gender identity.

trans women and gay men both This circle of constant violence and lack of
in their countries of origin and protection is the result of the deep discrimination
in their transit and/or destination and stigma LGBTI people experience at different

levels of society in these countries, linked to a lack
i ) of adequate and effective measures to guarantee
their real or perceived sexual their rights and a lack of knowledge of their
orientation and/or gender identity. particular protection needs.

countries, often motivated by

1. Adoptand implement prevention and awareness-raising policies aimed at promoting
respect for the rights of LGBTI people and preventing all forms of violence against them,
both in the domestic sphere and within public institutions.

Conduct exhaustive investigations into all crimes and human rights violations committed

against LGBTI people with the aim of identifying, prosecuting and punishing those
responsible. The different possible lines of investigation should include those aimed
at determining whether the crimes were committed on the basis of the victim’s sexual
orientation and/or gender identity.

Provide adequate medical and psychological care for LGBTI victims of violence.




Ensure that people receive information on their right to claim asylum and that they
have effective access to this process, and refrain from deporting people at risk back to
their country of origin.

Collect, systematize and produce data and records on violence against LGBTI asylum
seekers or refugees persecuted on the basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation
and/or gender identity.

Conduct exhaustive investigations with all due diligence for crimes and human rights
violations committed against LGBTI people considering, among the possible lines of
investigation, those aimed at determining whether the crimes were committed on the
basis of the sexual orientation and/or gender identity of the victims.

Adopt or, where appropriate, continue to develop good practices related to the use

of alternatives to migration detention for LGBTI people, based on an individualized

CUUGUUOGPVY QH VJG URGEK,E RTQVGEVKQP PGGFU QH GCEJ RG
sexual orientation and/or gender identity.

Put special mechanisms in place for vulnerable asylum seekers who may need to be
urgently moved from border areas to other parts of the country while they await the
results of their asylum procedure, with special emphasis on LGBTI communities.



Cover Photo: Ciudad Hidalgo, south border with Guatemala
© Amnesty International/Sergio Ortiz
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