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URGENT ACTION 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER’S WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 
One year ago on 20 March 2017, prominent Emirati human rights defender and blogger 
Ahmed Mansoor, was arrested at his home. His whereabouts remain unverified despite a 
February mission by Irish lawyers to Abu Dhabi to find him. He remains without access to a 
lawyer. He is a prisoner of conscience. 

Several non-governmental organizations mandated two Irish lawyers to go on a mission to Abu Dhabi, the capital of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), to try to gain access to human rights defender and prisoner of conscience, Ahmed 
Mansoor. On 26 February, the lawyers approached the Ministry of Interior and were referred to the police, who 
advised them to check with the al-Wathba prison, where they were told that he was not being held there.  
 
A year ago, in the early hours of 20 March 2017, Ahmed Mansoor was arrested at his home in the emirate of Ajman in 
the UAE. Several hours after his arrest, the official state-run news website announced that he was arrested on the 
orders of the Public Prosecution for Cybercrimes and detained pending further investigation on charges of “using 
social media [including Twitter and Facebook] sites to publish false and misleading information that harms national 
unity and social harmony and damages the country’s reputation” and “promoting sectarian and hate-incited agenda”. 
On 29 March 2017, following the call by a group of UN human rights experts to release Ahmed Mansoor immediately, 
the UAE authorities responded directly to the statement, disputing the allegation that Ahmed Mansoor’s detention was 
arbitrary, and stating that he was held in custody at the Central Prison (al-Wathba prison) in Abu Dhabi. They added 
“he has the freedom to hire a lawyer” and that “his family has full access to the place of confinement and is allowed to 
visit him”. Despite these claims, Ahmed Mansoor’s exact place of detention remains unverified. Amnesty International 
understands that he has no access to a lawyer, and has been held in prolonged solitary confinement, which amounts 
to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Since his arrest, Ahmed Mansoor has received only two 
supervised family visits on 3 April and 17 September 2017. Each time he was brought to the Public Prosecution 
building in Abu Dhabi, where his family met him briefly.  

1) TAKE ACTION 

Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 
 Release Ahmed Mansoor immediately and unconditionally, as he is a prisoner of conscience detained solely for 
peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression, including through his human rights work; 
 Pending his release, disclose his exact whereabouts and ensure he is held in an official place of detention and 
protected from torture and other ill-treatment; 
 Ensure he is granted immediate and regular access to a lawyer, his family, and adequate medical care. 
 
Contact these two officials by 27 April, 2018: 
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin  
Rashid al-Maktoum 
Prime Minister’s Office 
PO Box 212000  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Fax: +971 4 330 4044 

Ambassador Yousef Al Otaiba, Embassy of the United Arab 
Emirates 
3522 International Court NW Suite 400, Washington DC 20008 
Phone: 1 202 243 2400 I Fax: 1 202 243 2432    
Contact form: https://goo.gl/V22QH8  
Salutation: Your Excellency

Contact form: https://goo.gl/LGtx1k  
Twitter: @HHShkMohd  
Salutation: Your Highness  
 
2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 200.15 

Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—
and use that information in our advocacy. 
 

https://goo.gl/V22QH8
https://goo.gl/LGtx1k
file:///C:/Users/iar3team/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/47QF1R6R/twitter.com/HHShkMohd
https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
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URGENT ACTION 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER’S WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Ahmed Mansoor is married and is the father of four young boys. He is a member of the advisory committee of the NGO Human 
Rights Watch’s Middle East and North Africa Division, as well as of the advisory board of the organization Gulf Centre for Human 
Rights. He has documented the human rights situation in the UAE since 2006 and has spoken out publicly in defence of 
international human rights in his blog, via social media and in interviews with international media.  

He was arrested at his home in the early hours of 20 March 2017. At around midnight, 12 security personnel entered and searched 
his home, and confiscated his phones and other electronic devices. It is unclear whether or not they presented a search or arrest 
warrant. After conducting a three-hour search of his home, at around 3:15am, they took him to an undisclosed location. 

On 28 March 2017, a group of UN human rights experts called on the UAE to release him immediately, describing his arrest as “a 
direct attack on the legitimate work of human rights defenders in the UAE”. They expressed fear that his arrest “may constitute an 
act of reprisal for his engagement with UN human rights mechanisms, for the views he expressed on social media, including 
Twitter”. See also: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21449&LangID=E&_sm_au_=iVV5L7PTt6N6VHk6 

The next day, the UAE authorities responded directly to the statement, disputing the allegation that Ahmed Mansoor’s detention 
was arbitrary, and stating that he was held in custody at the Central Prison in Abu Dhabi. They added “he has the freedom to hire a 
lawyer” and that “his family has full access to the place of confinement and is allowed to visit him”. 

As a result of his peaceful human rights work, Ahmed Mansoor has faced repeated intimidation, harassment, physical assault, and 
death threats from the UAE authorities or their supporters. Since at least 2011, the authorities had placed him under physical and 
electronic surveillance. His computer and email accounts have been hacked and he foiled an attempted hack of his iPhone in 2016, 
which prompted Apple to issue a security update to the smartphone in August 2016. 

Previously, on 3 March 2011, Ahmed Mansoor and 132 other prominent figures in the UAE, including lawyers and academics, 
signed a petition addressed to the president, Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, calling for political reform in the UAE, including universal 
suffrage and for the UAE’s quasi-parliamentary body, the Federal National Council, to be given legislative powers. The following 
month, the UAE authorities arbitrarily arrested and imprisoned Ahmed Mansoor and four other activists. On 27 November 2011, 
following a grossly unfair trial, the five were convicted of “publicly insulting the UAE’s president, vice-president and the Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi” in comments posted on an online discussion forum, and Ahmed Mansoor was sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment. The next day, he and the other four activists received a presidential pardon. 

Name: Ahmed Mansoor 
Gender m/f: m
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