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URGENT ACTION
MASS RAID AND DETENTION OF LGBTI PEOPLE IN BAKU
On 22 September, Azerbaijani police conducted numerous raids on LGBTI individuals in Baku,
detaining more than 100 people. While some were released, at least 48 individuals were placed
in between 10 and 20 day-long administrative detention for purportedly resisting police. Those
detained were denied access to lawyers of their own choosing and some allege ill-treatment
by the police.
More than 100 LGBTI individuals were rounded up by the police in public spaces, and detained on 22 September. While
some were released, at least 48 people - whose identities are known to Amnesty International - were sentenced to
administrative detention, ranging from 10 to 20 days. They were accused of resisting the police’s legitimate orders, and
found guilty on the basis of the police’s allegations, without any further evidence. During the summary hearings the
detainees were denied fair trial guarantees as their request for access to lawyers of their own choosing was denied, and
instead given state-appointed lawyers. The detainees allege they were beaten by the police and faced other ill-treatment
while in custody.
International media quoted a representative of the Azerbaijani Ministry of Internal Affairs justifying the police raid by
claiming it was initiated in response to multiple complaints made by local residents that LGBTI people were not
“respecting others around them”. The representative said police approached only those LGBTI individuals who made no
attempt to conceal their sexual orientation or gender identity in public, adding that many of those detained are HIV positive
and have other sexually transmitted diseases, making them dangerous for the health of the people around them. The raid
appeared to target LGBTI individuals exclusively and be a deliberate attempt by the authorities to intimidate LGBTI
persons in Azerbaijan.
1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:

Calling on the Azerbaijani authorities to immediately release all detained LGBTI individuals arrested during the 22
September raids;

Calling on the authorities to respect, protect and fulfil the rights of all people in Azerbaijan regardless of sexual
orientation and gender identity and end their targeting of LGBTI people in Azerbaijan through discriminatory policies and
practices.
Contact these two officials by 9 November 2017:
President Ilham Aliyev
Office of the President of Azerbaijan
19 Istiqlaliyyat Street
Baku AZ1066, Azerbaijan
Fax: +994 12 492 0625
Email: office@pa.gov.az
Salutation: Dear President

Ambassador H.E. Elin Suleymanov, Embassy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan
2741 34th Street NW, Washington DC 20008
Phone: 1 202 337 3500 I Fax: 1 202 337 5911
Email: azerbaijan@azembassy.us
Twitter: @azembassyus
Salutation: Dear Ambassador

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 223.17
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Consensual sex between adult men was decriminalised in Azerbaijan in 2000. However, strong negative attitudes towards LGBTI
people are common in Azerbaijan. As a result of the general crackdown on civil society and societal homophobia and transphobia,
Azerbaijan lacks a visible LGBTI movement.
Amnesty International has documented a growing number of cases of increasingly serious harassment, intimidation and persecution of
different human rights defenders and activists by the Azerbaijani authorities in recent years. The string of arrests and various forms of
harassment of prominent human rights defenders and other civil society activists, in connection with their professional activities, has
effectively paralyzed civil society in Azerbaijan.
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