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URGENT ACTION 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER FACING TWO TRIALS 
Pastor Evan Mawarire, a human rights defender in Zimbabwe, is set to appear before the 
magistrates’ court on 19 September for the charge of ‘inciting public violence’ and at the High 
Court on 25 September for the charge of ‘subversion of constitutional elected government’. The 
two trials are related to his human rights work.  

Evan Mawarire, a human rights defender and leader of the #ThisFlag movement in Zimbabwe, is set to appear in court on 
19 September and 25 September for two separate trials which are as a result of his human rights work. 

He was arrested on 1 February upon arrival at Harare International Airport. He and his family had fled the country fearing 
for their lives. He was charged under Section 22 of the Criminal Procedure Act with ‘subversion of constitutional elected 
government’ for #ThisFlag’s role in calling for a national shutdown down in Zimbabwe on 6 July 2016 in protest against the 
deteriorating socio-economic conditions in the country. The sentence for this charge is imprisonment for up to 20 years. He 
was on 8 February released on bail on condition that the state keeps his passport. In April, Evan Mawarire’s lawyer 
challenged the bail conditions citing the state’s lack of preparedness for the trial. The High Court returned his passport and 
ordered that he report to the police once every week. The court also took his parents’ title deeds as surety. His trial begins 
on 25 September at the High Court.   

Evan Mawarire was arrested again on 26 June for holding prayers with University of Zimbabwe medical students who were 
protesting against fee increases. He was charged with ‘inciting public violence’ at the University of Zimbabwe and released 
on bail, for a second time, on condition that he reports once a week to the police and hands over his passport for a second 
time. The magistrate set the trial date for 12 September and the court decided to remove the bail conditions. However, the 
authorities refused to return his passport. The trial was postponed to 19 September after four state witnesses failed to show 
up for the trial.  

1) TAKE ACTION 
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet: 

 Calling on Zimbabwean authorities to drop all charges against Evan Mawarire;  
 Urging them to stop harassing, intimidating and persecuting Evan Mawarire and to guarantee his safety and personal security; 
 Reminding them that as outlined in the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, all states have a responsibility to prevent and 

investigate allegations of human rights abuses against human rights defenders, including violence, threats or any other arbitrary 
action as a result of the legitimate exercise of their work; 

 Urging them to end all form of harassment, intimidation, arbitrary arrests and unlawful detention of political opposition leaders and 
human rights defenders in Zimbabwe through misuse of the criminal justice system.   

         

Contact these two officials by 30 October 2017: 
The President of the Republic of Zimbabwe   
His Excellency Robert G. Mugabe   
Munhumutapa Building 
Samora Machel Avenue  
Harare  
Zimbabwe  
Email: info@opc.gov.zw 
Salutation: Your Excellency  

Ambassador Mr. Ammon Machingambi Mutembwa, Embassy of 
Zimbabwe 
1608 New Hampshire Ave, Washington, DC 20009  
Phone: 202-332-7100  I  Fax: 202-483-9326   
E-Mail: info33@zimbabwe-embassy.us OR 
infor33@zimembassydc.gov.zw  
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 

 

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION  
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 169.16 
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and 
use that information in our advocacy. 
 

mailto:info33@zimbabwe-embassy.us
mailto:infor33@zimembassydc.gov.zw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3RUspces4lA9Gt7Fp9GiAcojCs6fnfFOTCLli3Su6c3S8ew/viewform
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HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER FACING TWO TRIALS 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

ThisFlag is a non-aligned social media movement that uses the hashtag #ThisFlag. It was founded by Evan Mawarire, a pastor based in 
Harare, Zimbabwe. In April 2016, he posted a video online expressing his frustration at the state of the nation. In June 2016, Evan 
Mawarire invited disgruntled citizens to sign an online petition to force Energy and Power Development minister Samuel Undenge to step 
down over allegations of mishandling public funds through tender irregularities 

On 6 July 2016, through ThisFlag he successfully organised a national stay away with the majority of working Zimbabweans, formal and 
informal, around the country heeding his call to stay away from work in a bid to make government respond to pleas for better governance. 
Evan Mawarire called for people to stay away from work peacefully and to not engage in any violence. The stay away was however 
marred by some acts of violence especially in Bulawayo where vehicles and some government property. Demonstrators also burnt tyres 
on the roads. 

After the stay away, Mawarire announced that he was asking Zimbabweans to heed his call for a further two day stay away from 
Wednesday 13 July to Thursday 14 July 2016. On 12 July 2016, a day before the second stay away, Mawarire was arrested and charged 
with Section 36 of the Criminal Law (Codification and reform) Act Chapter 9:23 for "inciting public violence and disturbing peace". 
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