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URGENT ACTION

FREE DIRECTOR OF Al TURKEY

Eight human rights defenders, including Amnesty International’s Turkey Director idil Eser, and
two international IT trainers, were detained by police on 5 July as they were participating in a
workshop in Istanbul. They must be released immediately and unconditionally as they are
prisoners of conscience.

Eight human rights defenders, including Amnesty International’s Turkey Director idil Eser, and two IT trainers from
Germany and Sweden were detained by police on 5 July at around 10am as they were participating in a digital security
training in a hotel in Buyukada, Istanbul.

The eight human rights defenders are Giinal Kursun (lawyer, Human Rights Agenda Association), idil Eser (Amnesty
International Turkey), ilknur Ustiin (Women's Coalition), Nalan Erkem (lawyer, Citizens Assembly), Nejat Tastan (Equal
Rights Watch Association), Ozlem Dalkiran (Citizens’ Assembly), Seyhmuz Ozbekli (lawyer), Veli Acu (Human Rights
Agenda Association). The two trainers: Peter Steudtner and Ali Gharavi.

The ten were detained incommunicado and not allowed to inform any family members of their detention for 28 hours, in
breach of Turkey’s law. They were also denied access to lawyers for more than 24 hours, also in contravention of
Turkey’s law. On the evening of 5 July, NGOs discovered the location where they were being held on Blytkada Island.
The authorities transferred the eight human rights defenders later that evening, again refusing to confirm where they were
being held, until around 3pm on 6 July.

Lawyers were then allowed to visit them at the four separate police detention facilities where they were being held. All 10
individuals are being held on suspicion of "membership of an armed terrorist organisation". On this basis their detention
has been authorized for seven days, and could be extended for a further seven without being brought before a court.

Amnesty International considers their detention arbitrary and the fact they are being questioned on suspicion of
“‘membership of an armed terrorist organisation” baseless and ludicrous. They are prisoners of conscience.

1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:

Urging the Minister of Justice to release human rights defenders Giinal Kursun, idil Eser, ilknur Ustiin, Nalan Erkem,
Nejat Tastan, Ozlem Dalkiran, Seyhmuz Ozbekli, Veli Acu and the two IT international trainers Ali Gharavi and Peter
Steudtner immediately and unconditionally.

Contact these two officials by 18 August, 2017:

Minister of Justice Ambassador Serdar Kilic, Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Mr Bekir Bozdagd 2525 Massachusetts Ave. NW,

Ministry of Justice Washington DC 20008

Adalet Bakanligi Phone: 1 202 612 6700 OR 202 612 6701

06659 Ankara, Turkey Fax: 1202 612 6744

Fax: +90 312 419 33 70 Email: embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr

Email: ozelkalem@adalet.gov.tr Twitter: @TurkishEmbassy

Salutation: Dear Minister Salutation: Dear Ambassador

2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION

Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 166.17

Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and
tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL


mailto:ozelkalem@adalet.gov.tr
mailto:embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3RUspces4lA9Gt7Fp9GiAcojCs6fnfFOTCLli3Su6c3S8ew/viewform

URGENT ACTION

DEFENDERS AND THEIR TRAINERS MUST BE RELEASED
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The detention of these human rights defenders, and the two IT trainers participating in the workshop, takes place in the context of an
escalating crackdown on human rights by the Turkish authorities, following a failed coup attempt on 15 July 2016. At least 50,000
people have been imprisoned pending trial and more than 100,000 public sector employees have been summarily dismissed. The
authorities have targeted critical voices in the media and civil society; at least 130 journalists and media workers have been detained
since the attempted coup, and hundreds of media outlets and NGOs have been shut down.

Only a month earlier, on 6 June 2017, Taner Kilig, a prominent human rights defender and the Chair of Amnesty International Turkey
was detained, wrongly accused of membership of the “Fethullahist Terrorist Organization”. On 9 June he was remanded in pre-trial
prison detention. Amnesty International is calling for the charges against him to be dropped and for his immediate and unconditional
release. See here: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/EUR44/6475/2017/en/

Amnesty International has called on the Turkish authorities to cease their assault on freedom of expression and dissident voices, and
allow media and civil society workers to carry out their legitimate work in peace and without fear of reprisal.

Arbitrary detention is prohibited under international law. The right not to be arbitrarily detained has been codified in Article 9 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Turkey has ratified. The notion of “arbitrariness” includes elements
of inappropriateness, injustice, lack of predictability and due process of law, as well as elements of reasonableness, necessity, and
proportionality.

Name: Giinal Kursun, idil Eser, ilknur Ustiin, Nalan Erkem, Nejat Tastan, Ozlem Dalkiran, Seyhmuz Ozbekli, Veli Acu, Ali Gharavi and Peter Steudtner
Gender m/f: all
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