URGENT ACTION
Human rights defender charged with obstruction
Human rights defender and lawyer Siti Kasim has been charged with “obstruction” in connection with a raid on a transgender event held in April 2016. She could face up to two years in prison or a maximum fine of RM10,000 (USD 2,331) or both, if convicted.
On 3 April 2016, the Federal Territories Islamic Department (JAWI) carried out a raid on a private transgender beauty pageant. While pageants are generally prohibited for Muslim women under religious laws, the state officials specifically targeted members of the transgender community.
Siti Kasim, a lawyer and human rights defender who was present at the event, questioned the legitimacy of the raid given the religious authorities conducted the raid without a warrant and were not accompanied by the police, as required under Malaysian law. On 7 April 2016, Siti Kasim was arrested and investigated for “criminal intimidation” and for allegedly “obstructing a public servant” after she demanded to know if JAWI officers had a warrant to conduct the raid. She was subsequently released. Over a year later, on 13 June 2017, she was informed that she was going to be charged at the Kuala Lumpur Magistrates’ Court for “obstructing a public servant” under the Penal Code.
On 23 June 2017, Siti Kasim pleaded not guilty to the charge and was released on bail. The next court hearing is scheduled for 22 August. If convicted, she faces up to two years in prison, a maximum fine of RM10,000 (USD 2,331) or both.
Amnesty International is concerned that the charges against Siti Kasim, in the midst of discriminatory targeting of the transgender community, are yet another attempt by the Malaysian authorities to silence and undermine the work of peaceful human rights defenders in the country.
1) TAKE ACTION
Write a letter, send an email, call, fax or tweet:
Urging the Malaysian authorities to drop all charges against Siti Kasim immediately and unconditionally;
Urging the authorities to end the targeting of the transgender community in Malaysia through discriminatory laws, policies and practices;
Urging the authorities to repeal all discriminatory laws and policies and bring laws and policies into line with international human rights law and standards.

Contact these two officials by 4 August, 2017:
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Prime Minister
Office of the Prime Minister of Malaysia
Main Block, Perdana Putra Building, 
Federal Government Administrative 
Centre, 62502 Putrajaya, Malaysia	
Fax: +603 8888 3444
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister

H.E. Ambassador Tan Sri Zulhasnan Rafique, 
Embassy of Malaysia
3516 International Court, NW, Washington DC 20008
Fax: 1 202 572 9882
Phone: 202 572 9700
Email: mwwashington@kln.gov.my
Salutation: Dear Ambassador
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2) LET US KNOW YOU TOOK ACTION 
Click here to let us know if you took action on this case! This is Urgent Action 152.17
Here's why it is so important to report your actions: we record the actions taken on each case—letters, emails, calls and tweets—and use that information in our advocacy.
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ADditional Information
Siti Kasim is a prominent human rights lawyer, a woman human rights defender, indigenous rights activist and a defender of LGBT rights. She has been subjected to harassment, intimidation and death threats for carrying out her work and speaking out against discrimination in Malaysia.
The transgender community in Malaysia face steep challenges in the form of discriminatory laws and policies, targeted raids in private places, arrests, and abusive treatment by the authorities. This is not the first raid carried out on private premises against the transgender community. In June 2014, officials from the Negeri Sembilan State Islamic Department carried out a raid on a wedding party held in a private home. Those arrested were subsequently charged in a Shariah Court for violating the Sharia Law on ‘cross dressing’. In Malaysia, Sharia legislation comes under the state, and in all states, sharia law criminalizes the act of cross-dressing.
Siti Kasim has filed an application against JAWI to release the names of the religious officers involved in last year’s raid at the beauty pageant. She plans to file a civil suit against JAWI for her wrongful arrest.
The Federal Territories Islamic Department, JAWI, is the religious department in the Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur. It has previously carried out raids on transgender persons, along with other state religious departments in Malaysia.
Name: Siti Kasim
Gender m/f: f
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