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M Role of the General
Prosecutor’s Office

Even a thorough and effective new
State Investigation Bureau will

not be able to provide an effective
accountability mechanism if the
Prosecutors they present cases to
continue to be influenced by their
relationships with law enforcement
officers. The establishment of the State
Investigation Bureau will therefore also
call for corresponding reforms within
the General Prosecutor’s Office.

The architects of this reform will

need to consider how to separate
prosecutors working on ordinary
crimes from those specialist
prosecutors working on crimes by
police, and how to ensure these
prosecutors are not bound by the
current links between local prosecutors
and local law enforcement established
by studying, training and working
together in the same district.

amnesty.org/en/region/ukraine
facebook.com/amnestyglobal
twitter.com/AmnestyOnline

youtube.com/
amnestyinternational

flickr.com/photos/amnesty-
international/
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RECOMMENDATIONS

I 2 0 1 Ukraine took some

n important steps toward
combating torture and other ill-treatment. A
modern and improved Griminal Procedure
Code was introduced, and the National
Preventive Mechanism was established.

However, Amnesty International continues
to document cases where police have
tortured individuals to punish them without
going to court, in retaliation for a complaint
against officials, or in order to extort
money.

The introduction of new legislation and
preventive monitoring alone will not

be enough to end the widespread use

of torture and other ill-treatment. The
challenge the authorities face now is to
properly implement and enforce the new
Criminal Procedure Code, and by doing so
usher in a new era for Ukraine’s criminal
justice system — an era in which the rights
of detainees are respected and officials are
held to account for unlawful actions.

Abuse by officials can only be prevented
when they know they will be effectively
held to account for their actions. As well
as removing the incentive for torture,
there must be a strong deterrent —a
strong likelihood of disciplinary or criminal
punishment.

In November 2012 President Yanukovych
stated that “Corruption, office abuse,
ill-treatment and torture on the part of law
enforcement bodies must stay in the past”.

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million

However, corruption, office abuse, ill-
treatment and torture by law enforcement
is still very much part of the present.

Amnesty International is calling on

the executive, legislative and law
enforcement bodies of Ukraine to work
together to ensure that torture really does
become a thing of the past.

We urge them to:

B Urgently establish the State
Investigation Bureau outlined in the
new Criminal Procedure Code as a
genuinely independent institution that
effectively and promptly investigates
all allegations of torture by law
enforcement officers, while ensuring
public scrutiny and victim involvement;

Promptly prosecute any law
enforcement official reasonably
suspected of torture or other ill-
treatment;

Ensure that full investigations are
immediately carried out into the
allegations of police torture and
ill-treatment in the cases of Yakov
Strogan, Mikhail Belikov, Firdovsi
Safarov, Svitlana Pomilyaiko, Vitaliy
Levchenko and Andriy Melnychenko,
Oleksandr Popov, and Artem
Geraymovych-Megalyas.
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