
UKRAINE: 
DON’T STOP HALFWAY

GOVERNMENT MUST USE NEW CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE CODE TO END TORTURE



N
o

 E
vi

d
e

n
c

e
 o

f 
a
 C

ri
m

e
: 

P
a
yi

n
g

 t
h

e
 P

ri
c

e
 f
o

r 
P

o
lic

e
 I
m

p
u

n
it
y 

in
 

U
k
ra

in
e

 (
E

U
R

 5
0

/0
0

9
/2

0
1

1
) 

H
O

W
 D

O
E

S
 T

H
E

 
N

E
W

 C
O

D
E

 P
R

O
V

ID
E

 
B

E
T

T
E

R
 P

R
O

T
E

C
T

IO
N

 
A

G
A

IN
S

T
 T

O
R

T
U

R
E

?

W
H

A
T

 S
T

IL
L

 N
E

E
D

S
 

T
O

 B
E

 D
O

N
E

?

IN
TR

O
D

U
C

TI
O

N

R
EC

EN
T

 
D

EV
EL

O
P

M
EN

TS

T
h

e
 a

d
o

p
ti

o
n

 o
f 

C
ri

m
in

a
l 

P
ro

ce
d

u
re

 
C

o
d

e
 w

il
l 

sw
e

e
p

 a
w

a
y 

a
 l

o
t 

o
f 

p
ro

b
le

m
s.

 I
t 

m
e

a
n

s 
th

e
re

 w
il

l 
b

e
 n

o
 

n
e

e
d

 t
o

 c
a

rr
y 

o
u

t 
su

ch
 a

ct
io

n
s.

M
in

is
te

r 
of

 I
nt

er
na

l A
ff

ai
rs

 V
ita

lii
 

Za
kh

ar
ch

en
ko

 d
is

cu
ss

in
g 

po
lic

e 
to

rt
ur

e 
at

 a
 

pr
es

s 
co

nf
er

en
ce

 o
n 

14
 M

ar
ch

 2
01

2

In
de

x 
: E

U
R

 5
0/

00
4/

20
13

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 A

m
n

e
st

y 
In

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

A
pr

il 
20

13
 A

m
n

e
st

y 
In

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

A
pr

il 
20

13
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  I
nd

ex
 : 

EU
R

 5
0/

00
4/

20
13

                  
                  

                  
                                                

©
 iP

re
ss

.u
a



T
O

R
T

U
R

E
 F

IR
S

T,
 A

S
K

 
Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

S
 L

A
T

E
R

I 
a

m
 t

h
e

 l
a

w
 a

n
d

 I
 w

il
l 

d
o

 w
h

a
te

ve
r 

I 
w

a
n

t.

P
ol

ic
e 

O
ff

ic
er

 V
al

er
ii 

S
ha

pa
lo

v,
 

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

12

A
t 

ar
ou

nd
 9

am
 o

n 
1

6
 O

ct
o

b
e

r 
2

0
1

2
 

O
le

xa
n

d
e

r 
P

o
p

o
v 

ha
d 

ju
st

 d
ro

pp
ed

 o
ff

 
hi

s 
se

ve
n 

ye
ar

-o
ld

 s
on

 a
t 

sc
ho

ol
 a

nd
 c

al
le

d 
hi

s 
m

ot
he

r 
to

 le
t 

hi
m

 k
no

w
 t

ha
t 

he
 w

as
 

go
in

g 
to

 v
is

it.
 H

e 
to

ld
 A

m
ne

st
y 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
th

at
 a

ft
er

 w
al

ki
ng

 a
 c

ou
pl

e 
of

 b
lo

ck
s 

he
 w

as
 

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
 b

y 
an

 u
nm

ar
ke

d 
ca

r 
co

nt
ai

ni
ng

 
fo

ur
 m

en
 in

 p
la

in
cl

ot
he

s.
 

Tw
o 

of
 t

he
m

 ju
m

pe
d 

ou
t 

of
 t

he
 c

ar
, p

ul
le

d 
hi

s 
sw

ea
te

r 
ov

er
 h

is
 h

ea
d 

an
d 

ha
nd

cu
ff

ed
 

hi
s 

ha
nd

s 
be

hi
nd

 h
is

 b
ac

k.
 T

he
 m

en
 t

ol
d 

hi
m

 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

po
lic

e 
bu

t 
ga

ve
 n

o 
re

as
on

 f
or

 h
is

 
ar

re
st

. T
he

y 
fo

rc
ed

 a
 p

la
st

ic
 b

ag
 o

ve
r 

hi
s 

he
ad

 a
nd

 d
ro

ve
 h

im
 t

o 
a 

fo
re

st
. 

O
n

ce
 i

n
 t

h
e

 f
o

re
st

, 
O

le
xa

n
d

e
r 

sa
id

 t
h

e
y 

p
la

ce
d

 a
n

o
th

e
r,

 l
a

rg
e

r 
p

la
st

ic
 b

a
g

 o
n

 t
o

p
 

o
f 

th
e

 b
a

g
 o

n
 h

is
 h

e
a

d
, 

w
h

ic
h

 c
o

ve
re

d
 h

is
 

to
rs

o
. 

T
h

e
y 

ti
e

d
 h

is
 l

e
g

s 
a

t 
th

e
 k

n
e

e
s 

w
it

h
 

ro
p

e
 a

n
d

 s
co

tc
h

 t
a

p
e

 a
ro

u
n

d
 h

is
 t

h
ig

h
s.

 
T

h
e

n
 t

h
e

y 
w

e
t 

h
is

 f
e

e
t 

a
n

d
 t

a
p

e
d

 e
le

ct
ri

ca
l 

w
ir

e
 t

o
 h

is
 a

n
kl

e
s.

 H
e

 w
a

s 
e

le
ct

ro
cu

te
d

 
fo

r 
se

ve
ra

l 
h

o
u

rs
, 

u
si

n
g

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

vo
lt

a
g

e
s,

 
in

te
rm

it
te

n
tl

y 
th

ro
u

g
h

 h
is

 f
e

e
t 

a
n

d
 l

it
tl

e
 

fi
n

g
e

rs
. 

H
e 

sa
id

 h
e 

w
as

 a
sk

ed
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 
ab

ou
t 

hi
s 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 t

o 
in

di
vi

du
al

s,
 s

om
e 

of
 w

ho
m

 h
e 

kn
ew

. D
es

pi
te

 a
ns

w
er

in
g 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 r

ep
ea

te
dl

y,
 h

e 
sa

id
 t

he
 p

ol
ic

e 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

to
 in

te
rm

itt
en

tly
 e

le
ct

ro
cu

te
 h

im
, 

su
ff

oc
at

e 
hi

m
 a

nd
 a

pp
ly

 p
re

ss
ur

e 
to

 h
is

 
ey

eb
al

ls
 w

ith
 t

he
ir

 p
al

m
s.

 

H
e 

lo
st

 c
on

sc
io

us
ne

ss
 s

ev
er

al
 t

im
es

 a
s 

a 
re

su
lt 

of
 t

he
 p

ai
n 

an
d 

su
ff

oc
at

io
n.

 E
ac

h 
tim

e 
th

ey
 d

ou
se

d 
hi

m
 in

 w
at

er
 t

o 
re

vi
ve

 h
im

 a
nd

 
co

nt
in

ue
 t

he
 t

or
tu

re
. O

le
xa

nd
er

 s
ai

d 
th

ey
 t

ol
d 

hi
m

 t
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 k
ill

 h
im

, a
nd

 a
t 

tim
es

 h
e 

fe
lt 

as
 if

 h
e 

w
as

 d
yi

ng
. 

I 
co

u
ld

n
’t

 b
re

a
th

e
, 

I 
w

a
s 

tr
yi

n
g

 t
o

 b
it

e
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e

 b
a

g
s 

b
u

t 
co

u
ld

n
’t

. 
I 

w
a

s 
co

n
st

a
n

tl
y 

lo
si

n
g

 c
o

n
sc

io
u

sn
e

ss
. 

I 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
I 

w
o

u
ld

 d
ie

 t
h

e
re

.

IN
S

U
LT

 A
N

D
 I

N
JU

R
Y

Tw
o 

yo
un

g 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
w

or
ke

rs
, V

it
a

li
y 

L
e

vc
h

e
n

ko
 a

n
d

 A
n

d
re

i 
M

e
ln

ic
h

e
n

ko
 

ha
d 

be
en

 w
or

ki
ng

 o
n 

a 
si

te
 in

 t
he

 c
ity

 o
f 

La
dy

zh
yn

, s
ou

th
er

n 
U

kr
ai

ne
, w

ith
ou

t 
pa

y 
fo

r 
th

re
e 

m
on

th
s.

 T
he

y 
ha

d 
m

ad
e 

re
pe

at
ed

 c
al

ls
 

to
 t

he
ir

 e
m

pl
oy

er
 w

ho
 e

ve
nt

ua
lly

 a
gr

ee
d 

to
 

m
ee

t 
th

em
 o

n 
20

 N
ov

em
be

r 
20

12
.

O
n 

2
0

 N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 
at

 a
ro

un
d 

7p
m

 t
he

 t
w

o 
yo

un
g 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

w
or

ke
rs

 w
en

t 
to

 t
he

 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
si

te
 w

ith
 t

hr
ee

 o
th

er
 w

or
ke

rs
.  

O
n 

ar
ri

va
l, 

th
ey

 w
er

e 
to

ld
 t

he
 m

an
ag

er
 h

ad
 

al
re

ad
y 

le
ft

. T
he

 g
ro

up
 o

f 
w

or
ke

rs
 r

ef
us

ed
 

to
 le

av
e 

w
ith

ou
t 

pa
ym

en
t.

 S
ec

ur
ity

 g
ua

rd
s 

ar
ri

ve
d 

an
d 

ca
lle

d 
th

e 
po

lic
e,

 a
t 

w
hi

ch
 p

oi
nt

 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

th
re

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 le

ft
 t

he
 s

ite
, b

ut
 

st
ay

ed
 o

n 
a 

hi
ll 

ov
er

lo
ok

in
g 

th
e 

si
te

 t
o 

w
at

ch
 

w
ha

t 
ha

pp
en

ed
 t

o 
V

ita
liy

 a
nd

 A
nd

re
i.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
V

ita
liy

 a
nd

 A
nd

re
i’s

 la
w

ye
r, 

al
l t

hr
ee

 w
itn

es
se

s 
sa

y 
th

at
 a

t 
th

is
 p

oi
nt

 
th

re
e 

po
lic

e 
of

fic
er

s 
ar

ri
ve

d,
 s

ei
ze

d 
th

e 
pa

ir,
 

dr
ag

ge
d 

th
em

 o
ut

 o
f 

th
e 

ca
bi

n 
an

d 
st

ar
te

d 
be

at
in

g 
th

em
, u

np
ro

vo
ke

d,
 w

ith
 b

at
on

s.
 

P
ol

ic
e 

ha
nd

cu
ff

ed
 V

ita
liy

 a
nd

 A
nd

re
i a

nd
 t

oo
k 

th
em

 t
o 

La
dy

zh
yn

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n,

 a
t 

w
hi

ch
 

po
in

t 
th

e 
th

re
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 c
al

le
d 

V
ita

liy
 a

nd
 

A
nd

re
i’s

 p
ar

en
ts

.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
A

nd
re

i, 
th

e
 t

h
re

e
 o

ff
ic

e
rs

 
co

n
ti

n
u

e
d

 s
tr

ik
in

g
 V

it
a

li
y 

w
it

h
 b

a
to

n
s 

a
n

d
 

ki
ck

in
g

 h
im

 w
h

il
e

 h
e

 w
a

s 
h

a
n

d
cu

ff
e

d
 o

n
 

th
e

 f
lo

o
r 

in
 t

h
e

 s
ta

ti
o

n
 c

o
rr

id
o

r.
 H

e
 l

o
st

 
co

n
sc

io
u

sn
e

ss
. 

W
h

e
n

 A
n

d
re

i 
sh

o
u

te
d

 a
t 

th
e

 p
o

li
ce

 t
o

 l
e

a
ve

 V
it

a
li

y,
 t

h
e

y 
a

tt
a

ck
e

d
 

h
im

, 
a

lt
h

o
u

g
h

 h
e

 w
a

s 
a

ls
o

 h
a

n
d

cu
ff

e
d

. 
O

n
e

 p
o

li
ce

 o
ff

ic
e

r 
to

ld
 h

im
 h

e
 w

a
s 

g
o

in
g

 
to

 u
ri

n
a

te
 o

n
 h

im
, 

d
ra

g
g

e
d

 A
n

d
re

i 
to

 
th

e
 b

a
th

ro
o

m
 a

n
d

 t
ri

e
d

 t
o

 f
o

rc
e

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

 
in

to
 t

h
e

 t
o

il
e

t 
b

o
w

l.
 A

n
d

re
i 

sa
id

 t
h

a
t 

h
e

 
m

a
n

a
g

e
d

 t
o

 r
e

si
st

, 
so

 i
n

st
e

a
d

 t
h

e
 o

ff
ic

e
r 

st
o

o
d

 o
n

 h
is

 h
e

a
d

 a
n

d
 s

p
a

t 
in

 h
is

 f
a

ce
, 

b
e

fo
re

 r
e

tu
rn

in
g

 h
im

 t
o

 t
h

e
 c

o
rr

id
o

r.

V
ita

liy
 s

ay
s 

th
at

 a
t 

th
is

 p
oi

nt
 h

e 
w

ok
e 

up
 

in
 a

no
th

er
 r

oo
m

 in
 a

 p
oo

l o
f 

w
at

er
, w

hi
ch

 
of

fic
er

s 
ha

d 
po

ur
ed

 o
n 

hi
m

 t
o 

w
ak

e 
hi

m
 u

p.
 

A
lth

ou
gh

 h
e 

ha
d 

hi
s 

ha
nd

s 
cu

ff
ed

 b
eh

in
d 

hi
s 

ba
ck

, h
e 

sa
ys

 a
n 

of
fic

er
 s

to
od

 o
n 

hi
s 

ar
m

s,
 

br
ea

ki
ng

 b
ot

h 
of

 t
he

m
. 

A
t 

th
is

 p
oi

nt
 t

he
 p

ai
r’

s 
pa

re
nt

s 
ar

ri
ve

d 
an

d 
in

te
rv

en
ed

 w
ith

 t
he

 h
el

p 
of

 A
nd

re
i’s

 s
is

te
r, 

w
ho

 w
or

ks
 in

 la
w

 e
nf

or
ce

m
en

t.
 P

ol
ic

e 
ag

re
ed

 

to
 r

el
ea

se
 t

he
 p

ai
r 

af
te

r 
th

ey
 s

ig
ne

d 
so

m
e 

pr
ot

oc
ol

s 
an

d 
to

ok
 a

n 
al

co
ho

l b
re

at
h 

te
st

. 
A

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

th
e 

ca
se

 r
ec

or
ds

, t
he

 t
es

t 
w

as
 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
us

in
g 

a 
te

st
 t

ha
t 

on
ly

 t
es

ts
 f

itn
es

s 
to

 d
ri

ve
, h

ad
 p

as
se

d 
its

 e
xp

ir
y 

da
te

, a
nd

 a
ft

er
 

a 
po

lic
e 

of
fic

er
 h

ad
 f

ir
st

 b
lo

w
n 

in
to

 t
he

 t
es

t.

V
ita

liy
 a

nd
 h

is
 f

at
he

r 
w

en
t 

to
 L

ad
yz

hy
n 

ho
sp

ita
l t

o 
ha

ve
 h

is
 in

ju
ri

es
 t

re
at

ed
 a

nd
 

re
co

rd
ed

. B
ot

h 
st

at
e 

th
e 

do
ct

or
 r

ef
us

ed
 t

o 
re

co
rd

 V
ita

liy
’s

 in
ju

ri
es

, e
xp

la
in

in
g 

th
at

 h
e 

ha
d 

re
ce

iv
ed

 a
 t

el
ep

ho
ne

 c
al

l f
ro

m
 t

he
 p

ol
ic

e 
w

ho
 in

st
ru

ct
ed

 h
im

 n
ot

 t
o 

do
cu

m
en

t 
th

e 
in

ju
ri

es
. I

ns
te

ad
, t

he
 d

oc
to

r 
w

ro
te

 a
 r

ep
or

t 
st

at
in

g 
th

at
 V

ita
liy

 w
as

 d
ru

nk
, b

as
ed

 n
ot

 o
n 

a 
te

st
, b

ut
 s

ol
el

y 
‘th

e 
sm

el
l o

f 
al

co
ho

l’.
 

B
ot

h 
V

ita
liy

 a
nd

 A
nd

re
i s

ay
 t

he
y 

ha
d 

no
t 

be
en

 d
ri

nk
in

g 
at

 a
ll,

 a
nd

 t
he

 t
hr

ee
 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

w
or

ke
rs

 w
ho

 h
ad

 a
cc

om
pa

ni
ed

 
th

em
 t

o 
th

e 
si

te
 s

ay
 t

he
y 

di
d 

no
t 

sm
el

l o
f 

al
co

ho
l a

t 
al

l.

La
te

r 
th

at
 d

ay
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

fic
er

s 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 a
 

cr
im

in
al

 c
as

e 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
pa

ir
 f

or
 ‘r

es
is

tin
g 

po
lic

e 
of

fic
er

s’
 a

nd
 ‘i

nf
lic

tin
g 

bo
di

ly
 in

ju
ry

’ 
on

 a
n 

of
fic

er
 w

ho
 h

ad
 a

 b
ru

is
e 

on
 h

is
 le

g,
 

an
ot

he
r 

w
ho

 h
ad

 a
 b

ru
is

ed
 f

in
ge

r 
an

d 
a 

th
ir

d 
w

ho
 h

ad
 a

 b
ru

is
e 

on
 h

is
 n

ec
k.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

st
at

em
en

t 
A

nd
re

i 
ha

d 
in

ju
re

d 
hi

s 
he

ad
 b

y 
fa

lli
ng

 o
ve

r 
w

hi
le

 
ha

nd
cu

ff
ed

 a
nd

 t
ry

in
g 

to
 k

ic
k 

an
 o

ff
ic

er
, a

nd
 

V
ita

liy
 h

ad
 b

ro
ke

n 
hi

s 
ar

m
s 

by
 b

an
gi

ng
 o

n 
a 

st
at

io
n 

do
or

 w
hi

le
 in

 h
an

dc
uf

fs
. T

he
y 

fa
ce

 u
p 

to
 f

iv
e 

ye
ar

s 
in

 p
ri

so
n 

if 
co

nv
ic

te
d.

  

O
n 

2
2

 N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 
A

nd
re

i a
nd

 V
ita

liy
 f

ile
d 

a 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 a
ga

in
st

 t
he

 p
ol

ic
e 

w
ith

 t
he

 
La

dy
zh

yn
 C

ity
 P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

of
fic

e 
un

de
r 

th
e 

ne
w

 C
ri

m
in

al
 P

ro
ce

du
re

 C
od

e.
 A

 m
ed

ic
al

 
ex

am
in

at
io

n 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t 
th

at
 d

ay
 a

t 
La

dy
zh

yn
 

ho
sp

ita
l e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
th

at
 b

ot
h 

of
 V

ita
liy

’s
 

ar
m

s 
w

er
e 

br
ok

en
 a

nd
 r

ec
or

de
d 

m
ul

tip
le

 
br

ui
se

s 
on

 h
is

 b
od

y.
 I

t 
al

so
 r

ec
or

de
d 

he
av

y 
br

ui
si

ng
 a

cr
os

s 
A

nd
re

i’s
 b

od
y,

 d
am

ag
e 

to
 h

is
 

ea
r 

an
d 

ri
gh

t 
ey

e.
  

H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 c
as

e 
ha

d 
be

en
 p

ub
lic

is
ed

 in
 t

he
 

re
gi

on
al

 m
ed

ia
 b

y 
th

e 
N

G
O

 V
in

ny
ts

ya
 H

um
an

 
R

ig
ht

s 
G

ro
up

, a
nd

 o
n 

6 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
12

 t
he

 
D

ep
ut

y 
P

ro
se

cu
to

r 
of

 V
in

ny
ts

ya
 d

ec
id

ed
 t

o 
re

-o
pe

n 
th

e 
ca

se
 a

nd
 s

en
t 

it 
to

 T
ro

st
ya

ne
ts

 
D

is
tr

ic
t 

P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
of

fic
e.

O
n 

2
0

 F
e

b
ru

a
ry

 2
0

1
3

 t
he

 T
ro

st
ya

ne
ts

 
P

ro
se

cu
to

r 
cl

os
ed

 t
he

 c
as

e 
st

at
in

g 
th

at
 

‘th
er

e 
w

as
 n

o 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f 
a 

cr
im

e’
, 

ac
ce

pt
in

g 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

fo
r 

A
nd

re
i 

an
d 

V
ita

liy
’s

 in
ju

ri
es

. T
he

 t
es

tim
on

ie
s 

of
 

V
ita

liy
’s

 f
at

he
r 

an
d 

A
nd

re
i’s

 m
ot

he
r 

w
er

e 
no

t 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 t
he

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
ra

tio
na

le
, 

an
d 

V
ita

liy
 a

nd
 A

nd
re

i’s
 t

es
tim

on
ie

s 
w

er
e 

di
sc

ou
nt

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
ba

si
s 

th
at

 t
he

y 
w

er
e 

al
le

ge
dl

y 
dr

un
k.

 

A
m

n
e

st
y 

In
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l 
ca

ll
s 

o
n

 t
h

e
 

U
kr

a
in

ia
n

 a
u

th
o

ri
ti

e
s 

to
 e

n
su

re
 t

h
e

re
 

is
 a

 n
e

w
 i

n
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t,

 i
m

p
a

rt
ia

l 
a

n
d

 
e

ff
e

ct
iv

e
 i

n
ve

st
ig

a
ti

o
n

 i
n

to
 A

n
d

re
i 

a
n

d
 

V
it

a
li

y’
s 

co
m

p
la

in
t.

B
et

w
ee

n 
5 

an
d 

6p
m

 O
le

xa
nd

er
 s

ai
d 

he
 w

as
 

ta
ke

n 
to

 M
ar

iu
po

l C
ity

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

st
ill

 
w

ith
 a

 p
la

st
ic

 b
ag

 o
n 

hi
s 

he
ad

. H
is

 p
re

se
nc

e 
in

 t
he

 s
ta

tio
n 

w
as

 n
ot

 r
eg

is
te

re
d,

 a
nd

 h
e 

w
as

 le
ft

 b
ou

nd
 w

ith
 t

he
 p

la
st

ic
 b

ag
 o

n 
hi

s 
he

ad
 f

or
 a

bo
ut

 h
al

f 
an

 h
ou

r, 
be

fo
re

 p
ol

ic
e 

re
m

ov
ed

 t
he

 b
ag

 a
nd

 t
oo

k 
hi

m
 t

o 
an

ot
he

r 
ro

om
. 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 s

ai
d 

th
at

 o
nl

y 
th

en
 d

et
ec

tiv
es

 
in

te
rv

ie
w

ed
 h

im
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 m
ur

de
r 

of
 a

 
pe

rs
on

 t
he

y 
ca

lle
d 

‘A
kh

m
an

’ a
t 

a 
vi

lla
ge

 
ca

lle
d 

S
ar

ta
n.

 A
s 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 h

ad
 o

nl
y 

be
en

 
to

 S
ar

ta
n 

on
ce

 t
o 

at
te

nd
 a

 f
un

er
al

 o
f 

hi
s 

co
lle

ag
ue

’s
 r

el
at

iv
e,

 h
e 

di
d 

no
t 

kn
ow

 w
ho

 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

w
er

e 
ta

lk
in

g 
ab

ou
t.

 H
ow

ev
er

, h
e 

w
as

 a
bl

e 
to

 s
ho

w
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

da
y 

th
e 

m
ur

de
r 

to
ok

 p
la

ce
, 1

2 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

00
9,

 h
e 

ha
d 

be
en

 
at

 h
om

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
af

te
r 

hi
s 

so
n,

 w
ho

 w
as

 b
or

n 
th

e 
pr

ev
io

us
 w

ee
k,

 o
n 

3 
Fe

br
ua

ry
.

O
le

xa
nd

er
’s

 m
ot

he
r, 

w
ife

 a
nd

 b
ro

th
er

 S
er

ge
i 

ha
d 

be
en

 s
ea

rc
hi

ng
 f

or
 h

im
 a

ll 
da

y,
 a

nd
 a

t 
ar

ou
nd

 3
pm

 S
er

ge
i h

ad
 c

al
le

d 
po

lic
e 

of
fic

er
 

V
al

er
ii 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v,

 a
 u

ni
fo

rm
ed

 o
ff

ic
er

 a
t 

M
ar

iu
po

l s
ta

tio
n 

th
at

 S
er

ge
i k

ne
w

 f
ro

m
 t

he
 

m
ar

ke
t 

w
he

re
 t

he
y 

us
ed

 t
o 

w
or

k.

A
t 

ar
ou

nd
 6

pm
 o

ff
ic

er
 S

ha
po

va
lo

v 
fo

un
d 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 a

nd
 t

oo
k 

hi
m

 o
ut

si
de

 t
o 

ca
ll 

hi
s 

br
ot

he
r. 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

to
ld

 S
er

ge
i t

ha
t 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 w

as
 a

t 
M

ar
iu

po
l C

ity
 p

ol
ic

e 
st

at
io

n 
bu

t 
w

ou
ld

 s
ho

rt
ly

 b
e 

tr
an

sf
er

re
d 

to
 I

lli
ch

iv
sk

iy
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

po
lic

e 
st

at
io

n.
 A

ft
er

 
hi

s 
tr

an
sf

er
, p

ol
ic

e 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 O
le

xa
nd

er
’s

 
pr

es
en

ce
 a

t 
Ill

ch
iv

sk
iy

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

an
d 

th
is

 t
im

e 
fo

rm
al

ly
 in

te
rv

ie
w

ed
 h

im
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 
m

ur
de

r 
be

fo
re

 r
el

ea
si

ng
 h

im
 t

o 
hi

s 
br

ot
he

r.

W
he

n 
he

 m
et

 h
is

 b
ro

th
er

, S
er

ge
i n

ot
ic

ed
 h

is
 

cl
ot

he
s 

w
er

e 
so

ak
in

g 
w

et
 a

nd
 c

ov
er

ed
 w

ith
 

gr
as

s 
an

d 
m

ud
 s

ta
in

s.
  S

er
ge

i h
ad

 t
o 

he
lp

 
O

le
xa

nd
er

 u
nd

re
ss

 t
o 

us
e 

th
e 

ba
th

ro
om

 a
s 

he
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 m
ov

e 
hi

s 
ha

nd
s.

 O
le

xa
nd

er
 

to
ld

 S
er

ge
i w

ha
t 

ha
pp

en
ed

 a
nd

 s
ho

w
ed

 h
im

 
th

e 
br

ui
si

ng
 a

nd
 m

ar
ks

 o
n 

hi
s 

an
kl

es
 f

ro
m

 
th

e 
el

ec
tr

ic
al

 w
ir

es
. T

he
y 

bo
th

 t
he

n 
w

en
t 

to
 h

os
pi

ta
l, 

w
he

re
 d

oc
to

rs
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

an
d 

do
cu

m
en

te
d 

br
ui

se
s 

ca
us

ed
 b

y 
at

 le
as

t 
12

 
di

ff
er

en
t 

bl
ow

s 
w

ith
 a

 b
lu

nt
 o

bj
ec

t.

Th
e 

ne
xt

 d
ay

, o
n 

17
 O

ct
ob

er
, O

le
xa

nd
er

 a
nd

 
hi

s 
br

ot
he

r 
S

er
ge

i s
ub

m
itt

ed
 a

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
 t

o 
th

e 
M

ar
iu

po
l P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

of
fic

e 
ac

cu
si

ng
 

th
e 

M
ar

iu
po

l p
ol

ic
e 

of
 t

or
tu

re
. T

he
 s

am
e 

da
y 

S
er

ge
i c

al
le

d 
S

ha
po

va
lo

v 
to

 in
fo

rm
 h

im
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 h
ad

 s
ub

m
itt

ed
 t

he
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

. 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

ca
lle

d 
hi

m
 b

ac
k 

la
te

r 
in

 t
he

 
da

y 
to

 t
el

l S
er

ge
i t

ha
t 

th
e 

de
pu

ty
 h

ea
d 

of
 

M
ar

iu
po

l p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

w
an

te
d 

to
 m

ee
t 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 s

itu
at

io
n.

 
S

ha
po

va
lo

v 
al

so
 o

ff
er

ed
 f

in
an

ci
al

 s
up

po
rt

 
fo

r 
m

ed
ic

al
 t

re
at

m
en

t.
 S

er
ge

i r
ef

us
ed

 t
he

 
m

ee
tin

g 
an

d 
th

e 
of

fe
r 

of
 s

up
po

rt
. 

Th
e 

P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
of

fic
e 

di
d 

no
t 

re
sp

on
d,

 
so

 o
n 

7 
N

ov
em

be
r 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 c

om
pl

ai
ne

d 
to

 t
he

 D
on

et
sk

 r
eg

io
na

l p
ro

se
cu

to
r. 

A
ga

in
 

he
 r

ec
ei

ve
d 

no
 r

es
po

ns
e,

 s
o 

S
er

ge
i a

nd
 

O
le

xa
nd

er
’s

 w
ife

 a
gr

ee
d 

to
 m

ee
t 

w
ith

 t
he

 
de

pu
ty

 h
ea

d 
of

 M
ar

iu
po

l p
ol

ic
e 

to
 f

in
d 

ou
t 

w
ha

t 
he

 h
ad

 t
o 

sa
y.

 

S
er

ge
i t

ol
d 

A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l t

ha
t 

he
 w

as
 

pu
zz

le
d 

th
at

 t
he

 m
ee

tin
g 

se
em

ed
 t

o 
ha

ve
 n

o 
pu

rp
os

e,
 b

ut
 a

ft
er

 it
 h

ad
 f

in
is

he
d 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

m
et

 S
er

ge
i o

ut
si

de
 a

nd
 o

ff
er

ed
 h

im
 b

et
w

ee
n 

2,
00

0 
an

d 
3,

00
0 

U
A

H
 (

U
S

 $
24

5-
 3

68
) 

if 
he

 
an

d 
hi

s 
br

ot
he

r 
w

ith
dr

ew
 t

he
ir

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
. 

S
er

ge
i r

ef
us

ed
, a

nd
 s

ho
rt

ly
 a

ft
er

 t
ha

t 
O

le
xa

nd
er

 g
av

e 
an

 in
te

rv
ie

w
 t

o 
In

te
r 

TV
 

ch
an

ne
l e

xp
la

in
in

g 
w

ha
t 

ha
d 

ha
pp

en
ed

 a
nd

 
st

re
ss

in
g 

th
e 

la
ck

 o
f 

an
 in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n.

 

O
n 

17
 N

ov
em

be
r 

th
e 

in
te

rv
ie

w
 w

as
 a

ir
ed

 
on

 n
at

io
na

l t
el

ev
is

io
n,

 a
nd

 t
he

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

w
ee

k 
a 

cr
im

in
al

 c
as

e 
w

as
 r

eg
is

te
re

d 
un

de
r 

th
e 

ne
w

 C
ri

m
in

al
 P

ro
ce

du
re

 C
od

e,
 o

n 
21

 
N

ov
em

be
r. 

H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 c
as

e 
w

as
 o

pe
ne

d 
as

 a
n 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
in

to
 ‘a

bu
se

 o
f 

po
w

er
 w

ith
 

vi
ol

en
ce

’, 
ra

th
er

 t
ha

n 
to

rt
ur

e.
 

A
ft

er
 t

he
 c

as
e 

w
as

 o
pe

ne
d 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

ag
ai

n 
ca

lle
d 

S
er

ge
i a

nd
 h

is
 w

ife
, a

ng
ry

 a
nd

 a
bu

si
ve

 
to

 t
he

m
 f

or
 c

om
pl

ai
ni

ng
 a

nd
 t

he
re

fo
re

 f
or

ci
ng

 
hi

m
 t

o 
te

st
ify

. S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

to
ld

 S
er

ge
i’s

 w
ife

 
“I

 a
m

 t
he

 la
w

 a
nd

 I
 w

ill
 d

o 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

I 
w

an
t.

”

In
 s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 g

iv
en

 t
o 

th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
pr

os
ec

ut
or

, t
he

 M
ar

iu
po

l p
ol

ic
e 

cl
ai

m
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 m
et

 O
le

xa
nd

er
 o

ut
si

de
 a

 c
af

e 
at

 a
n 

un
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 t

im
e 

an
d 

to
ok

 h
im

 t
o 

Ilc
hi

ys
ki

y 
po

lic
e 

st
at

io
n 

fo
r 

qu
es

tio
ni

ng
, w

he
re

 h
e 

w
as

 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 a
nd

 in
te

rr
og

at
ed

, t
he

n 
ha

pp
en

ed
 t

o 
m

ee
t 

S
ha

po
va

lo
v.

In
 t

he
ir

 t
es

tim
on

y 
th

ey
 d

o 
no

t 
ex

pl
ai

n 
w

hy
, a

s 
de

te
ct

iv
es

 f
ro

m
 M

ar
iu

po
l p

ol
ic

e 
st

at
io

n,
 t

he
y 

de
ci

de
d 

to
 t

ak
e 

O
le

xa
nd

er
 t

o 
Ilc

hi
ys

ki
y 

po
lic

e 
st

at
io

n 
fo

r 
qu

es
tio

ni
ng

. S
ha

po
va

lo
v 

al
so

 d
oe

s 
no

t 
ex

pl
ai

n 
w

hy
, a

s 
a 

un
ifo

rm
ed

 p
ol

ic
e 

of
fic

er
 

fr
om

 M
ar

iu
po

l C
ity

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n,

 h
e 

al
so

 
ha

pp
en

ed
 t

o 
go

 t
o 

Ilc
hi

yi
sk

y 
po

lic
e 

st
at

io
n 

at
 t

hi
s 

tim
e.

 N
o 

ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

is
 g

iv
en

 f
or

 
O

le
xa

nd
er

’s
 in

ju
ri

es
, a

nd
 t

he
 c

lo
se

d 
ci

rc
ui

t 
TV

 
sy

st
em

 a
t 

M
ar

iu
po

l p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

on
 t

he
 d

ay
 

of
 h

is
 a

rr
es

t 
w

as
 a

pp
ar

en
tly

 b
ro

ke
n.

O
n 

1
3

 M
a

rc
h

 2
0

1
3

 t
he

 in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
pr

os
ec

ut
or

 c
lo

se
d 

th
e 

ca
se

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
si

s 
th

at
 

th
e 

po
lic

e 
of

fic
er

s’
 t

es
tim

on
y 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
ed

 t
he

 
te

st
im

on
y 

of
 O

le
xa

nd
er

, h
is

 w
ife

 a
nd

 b
ro

th
er

. 

A
m

n
e

st
y 

In
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l 
ca

ll
s 

o
n

 t
h

e
 

U
kr

a
in

ia
n

 a
u

th
o

ri
ti

e
s 

to
 e

n
su

re
 t

h
e

re
 a

 
n

e
w

 i
n

d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

t,
 i

m
p

a
rt

ia
l 

a
n

d
 e

ff
e

ct
iv

e
 

in
ve

st
ig

a
ti

o
n

 i
n

to
 O

le
xa

n
d

e
r’

s 
co

m
p

la
in

t.
 

V
ita

liy
 L

ev
ch

en
ko

 s
ho

w
in

g 
ho

w
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

fic
er

s 
br

ok
e 

hi
s 

ar
m

s,
 

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

12
 ©

 V
in

ni
ts

a 
H

um
an

 R
ig

ht
s 

G
ro

up

Andriy Melnichenko, November 2012 © Vinnitsa Human Rights Group

B
ru

is
es

 a
t 

O
le

xa
nd

er
’s

 P
op

ov
 f

ac
e,

 O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

2 
 ©

 O
le

xa
nd

er
 P

op
ov

 A
m

n
e

st
y 

In
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l  
A

pr
il 

20
13

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

In
de

x 
: E

U
R

 5
0/

00
4/

20
13

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

In
de

x 
: E

U
R

 5
0/

00
4/

20
13

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  A

m
n

e
st

y 
In

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

A
pr

il 
20

13



A
rt

em
 r

em
ai

ne
d 

in
 h

os
pi

ta
l u

nt
il 

Ju
ne

 w
hi

le
 

m
ed

ic
s 

tr
ea

te
d 

se
ve

ra
l i

nj
ur

ie
s 

to
 h

is
 b

ra
in

, 
fr

ac
tu

re
s 

to
 h

is
 s

ku
ll,

 a
nd

 a
tt

em
pt

ed
 t

o 
re

pa
ir

 
hi

s 
fa

ce
. T

he
 f

or
en

si
c 

ev
id

en
ce

 s
ho

w
s 

no
 

de
fe

ns
iv

e 
w

ou
nd

s 
on

 h
is

 h
an

ds
 o

r 
ar

m
s 

de
sp

ite
 a

ll 
th

e 
in

ju
ri

es
 b

ei
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

fr
on

t 
si

de
 

of
 h

is
 h

ea
d,

 s
ug

ge
st

in
g 

he
 w

as
 r

es
tr

ai
ne

d 
or

 
al

re
ad

y 
un

co
ns

ci
ou

s 
du

ri
ng

 t
he

 a
tt

ac
k.

In
 J

un
e,

 A
rt

em
 r

et
ur

ne
d 

ho
m

e 
to

 d
is

co
ve

r 
th

at
 h

is
 f

am
ily

 h
ad

 n
ot

 b
ee

n 
in

fo
rm

ed
 o

f 
hi

s 
de

te
nt

io
n 

or
 h

os
pi

ta
liz

at
io

n.
 O

n 
1 

N
ov

em
be

r 
he

 s
ub

m
itt

ed
 a

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
 t

o 
th

e 
P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

of
fic

e 
un

de
r 

th
e 

ol
d 

C
ri

m
in

al
 P

ro
ce

du
re

 C
od

e 
ac

cu
si

ng
 t

he
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

 t
or

tu
re

.

D
es

pi
te

 t
he

 f
ac

t 
th

at
 h

is
 in

ju
ri

es
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

ex
te

ns
iv

el
y 

do
cu

m
en

te
d 

an
d 

th
e 

fa
ct

 t
ha

t 
he

 w
as

 b
ro

ug
ht

 t
o 

ho
sp

ita
l w

hi
le

 in
 p

ol
ic

e 
cu

st
od

y,
 o

n 
15

 N
ov

em
be

r 
th

e 
P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

of
fic

e 
re

sp
on

de
d 

to
 t

he
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

 t
ha

t 
th

er
e 

w
as

 ‘n
o 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f 

a 
cr

im
e’

. 

O
n 

7
 D

e
ce

m
b

e
r 

2
0

1
2

 h
is

 f
am

ily
 c

om
pl

ai
ne

d 
un

de
r 

th
e 

ne
w

 C
ri

m
in

al
 C

od
e,

 b
ut

 r
ec

ei
ve

d 
no

 
an

sw
er

 a
t 

al
l f

ro
m

 t
he

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
of

fic
e.

 H
is

 
fa

m
ily

 t
he

re
fo

re
 c

om
pl

ai
ne

d 
on

 1
4 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

TH
E

 
P

R
O

S
EC

U
TO

R
’S

 
O

FF
IC

E 
–
 

T
H

E
 W

R
O

N
G

 T
O

O
L

 
F

O
R

 T
H

E
 J

O
B

U
nd

er
 t

he
 c

ur
re

nt
 s

ys
te

m
, t

he
 G

en
er

al
 P

ro
s-

ec
ut

or
’s

 O
ff

ic
e 

is
 r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 f

or
 in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

cr
im

in
al

 a
lle

ga
tio

ns
 a

ga
in

st
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

fic
er

s.
 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
n 

ea
ch

 o
f 

th
e 

ca
se

s 
ab

ov
e,

 t
he

 
pr

os
ec

ut
or

s 
re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

th
e 

al
le

ga
tio

ns
 h

av
e 

no
t 

do
ne

 s
o 

th
or

ou
gh

ly
, 

an
d 

ea
ch

 t
im

e 
ha

ve
 d

is
re

ga
rd

ed
 w

itn
es

s 
te

st
im

on
y 

an
d 

m
ed

ic
al

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

 f
av

ou
r 

of
 

po
lic

e 
ac

co
un

ts
, e

ve
n 

w
he

re
 t

he
 p

ol
ic

e 
ac

-
co

un
t 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
pp

ea
r 

cr
ed

ib
le

.

In
 r

ep
or

ts
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

in
 2

00
5 

an
d 

20
11

 
A

m
ne

st
y 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l h
as

 d
ra

w
n 

at
te

nt
io

n 
to

 t
he

 c
on

fli
ct

 o
f 

in
te

re
st

 in
he

re
nt

 in
 t

he
 r

ol
e 

of
 p

ro
se

cu
to

rs
 in

 U
kr

ai
ne

. P
ro

se
cu

to
rs

 w
or

k 
w

ith
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

fic
er

s 
on

 a
 d

ai
ly

 b
as

is
 t

o 
so

lv
e 

or
di

na
ry

 c
ri

m
es

. T
he

y 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

in
 c

lo
se

 
co

nt
ac

t 
an

d 
fo

rm
 p

er
so

na
l r

el
at

io
ns

hi
ps

. 
Fo

r 
th

is
 r

ea
so

n 
pr

os
ec

ut
or

s 
ar

e 
re

lu
ct

an
t 

to
 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

an
d 

pr
os

ec
ut

e 
th

ei
r 

co
lle

ag
ue

s 
in

 t
he

 p
ol

ic
e 

fo
rc

e.
 F

ur
th

er
m

or
e,

 e
xp

os
in

g 
th

e 
to

rt
ur

e 
or

 il
l-

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
of

 a
 s

us
pe

ct
 in

 a
 

cr
im

in
al

 c
as

e 
m

ay
 u

nd
er

m
in

e 
th

e 
pr

os
ec

u-
tio

n’
s 

ca
se

 a
ga

in
st

 t
ha

t 
su

sp
ec

t.
 

In
 A

m
ne

st
y 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l’s
 O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
1 

re
po

rt
 N

o
 E

vi
d

en
ce

 o
f 

a 
C

ri
m

e:
 P

ay
in

g
 t

h
e 

P
ri

ce
 f

o
r 

P
o

lic
e 

Im
p

u
n

it
y 

in
 U

kr
ai

n
e,

 t
he

 o
r-

ga
ni

sa
tio

n 
hi

gh
lig

ht
ed

 s
ev

er
al

 c
as

es
 in

 w
hi

ch
 

th
e 

pr
os

ec
ut

io
n 

fa
ile

d 
to

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

cr
ed

ib
le

 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f 
to

rt
ur

e 
in

 p
ol

ic
e 

cu
st

od
y,

 in
 s

om
e 

ca
se

s 
ev

en
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

tin
g 

w
ith

 p
ol

ic
e 

of
fic

er
s 

to
 r

et
al

ia
te

 a
ga

in
st

 in
di

vi
du

al
s 

w
ho

 r
ep

or
te

d 
be

in
g 

to
rt

ur
ed

. A
s 

a 
re

su
lt,

 p
ol

ic
e 

of
fic

er
s 

fe
el

 
co

nf
id

en
t 

th
at

 t
he

y 
ca

n 
to

rt
ur

e 
or

 o
th

er
w

is
e 

ill
-t

re
at

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ith

ou
t 

be
in

g 
pu

ni
sh

ed
, a

nd
 

co
nt

in
ue

 t
o 

do
 s

o.

O
ne

 o
f 

th
e 

ke
y 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l h

as
 t

he
re

fo
re

 b
ee

n 
m

ak
in

g 
to

 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t 
is

 t
o 

es
ta

bl
is

h 
a 

ne
w

 a
nd

 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

ab
le

 t
o 

pr
om

pt
ly

, 
ef

fe
ct

iv
el

y 
an

d 
im

pa
rt

ia
lly

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

al
le

ga
-

tio
ns

 o
f 

hu
m

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
ab

us
es

 b
y 

po
lic

e.

U
kr

ai
ne

 n
ee

ds
 t

o 
do

 t
hi

s 
in

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
ca

rr
y 

ou
t 

its
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l o

bl
ig

at
io

ns
 u

nd
er

 t
he

 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

on
ve

nt
io

n 
of

 H
um

an
 R

ig
ht

s 
an

d 
in

 
or

de
r 

to
 c

om
pl

y 
w

ith
 r

ul
in

gs
 o

f 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 

C
ou

rt
 o

f 
H

um
an

 R
ig

ht
s.

A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l b

el
ie

ve
s 

th
at

 u
nl

es
s 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 in

to
 c

ri
m

es
 b

y 
po

lic
e 

ar
e 

ca
rr

ie
d 

ou
t 

by
 a

n 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
in

ve
st

ig
at

iv
e 

bo
dy

, w
ith

 n
o 

fu
nc

tio
na

l l
in

ks
 t

o 
la

w
 e

nf
or

ce
-

m
en

t 
ag

en
ci

es
 in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

or
di

na
ry

 c
ri

m
es

, 
th

e 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
pr

om
pt

ly
, e

ff
ec

tiv
el

y 
an

d 
im

pa
rt

ia
lly

. 

A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l t

he
re

fo
re

 c
al

ls
 o

n 
th

e 
U

kr
ai

ni
an

 a
ut

ho
ri

tie
s 

to
 e

st
ab

lis
h 

a 
ne

w
 s

ys
-

te
m

 o
f 

in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

s 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

as
 a

 m
at

te
r 

of
 p

ri
or

ity
. T

he
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 
fo

r 
a 

S
ta

te
 I

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

B
ur

ea
u 

as
 e

nv
is

io
ne

d 
by

 t
he

 n
ew

 C
ri

m
in

al
 P

ro
ce

du
ra

l C
od

e 
is

 a
n 

op
po

rt
un

ity
 t

o 
es

ta
bl

is
h 

an
 in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
po

-
lic

e 
ac

co
un

ta
bi

lit
y 

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
 w

ith
 p

ow
er

s 
to

 
en

su
re

 p
ro

m
pt

, e
ff

ec
tiv

e 
an

d 
im

pa
rt

ia
l i

nv
es

-
tig

at
io

ns
 in

to
 a

lle
ga

tio
ns

 o
f 

se
ri

ou
s 

hu
m

an
 

ri
gh

ts
 v

io
la

tio
ns

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 c

ri
m

es
 o

f 
to

rt
ur

e 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

ill
-t

re
at

m
en

t 
co

m
m

itt
ed

 b
y 

po
lic

e 
of

fic
er

s.
 D

oi
ng

 s
o 

w
ou

ld
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

tly
 a

ss
is

t 
U

kr
ai

ne
 t

o 
fu

lfi
l i

ts
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l o

bl
ig

at
io

n 
to

 
en

d 
to

rt
ur

e 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

ill
-t

re
at

m
en

t.
  

 

K
e
y 

p
ri

n
ci

p
le

s 
A

s 
re

co
m

m
en

de
d 

by
 t

he
 f

or
m

er
 C

om
m

is
-

si
on

er
 f

or
 H

um
an

 R
ig

ht
s 

of
 t

he
 C

ou
nc

il 
of

 
Eu

ro
pe

, a
ny

 a
ge

nc
y 

in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
al

le
ga

tio
ns

 
of

 h
um

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
vi

ol
at

io
ns

 b
y 

la
w

 e
nf

or
ce

-
m

en
t 

of
fic

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 c

om
pl

y 
w

ith
 t

he
 f

iv
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 o

f 
in

de
pe

nd
en

ce
, e

ff
ec

tiv
en

es
s,

 
pr

om
pt

ne
ss

, p
ub

lic
 s

cr
ut

in
y 

an
d 

vi
ct

im
 

in
vo

lv
em

en
t.

  B
as

ed
 o

n 
its

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

of
 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l p
ra

ct
ic

e,
 A

m
ne

st
y 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
ca

lls
 o

n 
th

e 
U

kr
ai

ni
an

 a
ut

ho
ri

tie
s 

to
 c

on
si

de
r 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 in
 s

et
tin

g 
up

 t
he

 S
ta

te
 

In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
B

ur
ea

u.
 

In
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
ce

It
 is

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 im

po
rt

an
t 

to
 s

af
eg

ua
rd

 t
he

 in
-

de
pe

nd
en

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
S

ta
te

 I
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
B

ur
ea

u 
as

 it
 w

ill
 b

e 
in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

pe
op

le
 in

 p
os

iti
on

s 
of

 p
ow

er
 a

nd
 in

flu
en

ce
. F

or
 t

hi
s 

re
as

on
 it

 
sh

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
no

 h
ie

ra
rc

hi
ca

l o
r 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l 

lin
ks

 w
ith

 t
he

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 I
nt

er
na

l A
ff

ai
rs

 o
r 

th
e 

G
en

er
al

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
of

fic
e.

 T
hi

s 
sh

ou
ld

 
in

cl
ud

e 
in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
fu

nd
in

g.
 

Th
e 

S
ta

te
 I

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

B
ur

ea
u 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
he

ad
ed

 b
y 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

of
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
ed

 c
om

-
pe

te
nc

e,
 e

xp
er

tis
e,

 in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

, i
m

pa
rt

ia
lit

y 
an

d 
in

te
gr

ity
. 

A
lth

ou
gh

 t
he

 S
ta

te
 I

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

B
ur

ea
u 

w
ill

 
no

 d
ou

bt
 n

ee
d 

to
 r

ec
ru

it 
so

m
e 

fo
re

ns
ic

 a
nd

 
in

ve
st

ig
at

iv
e 

ex
pe

rt
is

e 
fr

om
 f

or
m

er
 p

ol
ic

e 
of

fic
er

s 
or

 p
ro

se
cu

to
rs

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

in
iti

al
 

st
ag

es
, t

he
y 

sh
ou

ld
 t

ry
 t

o 
re

cr
ui

t 
as

 m
an

y 
st

af
f 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e 

fr
om

 o
th

er
 s

ta
te

 a
nd

 n
on

-
st

at
e 

bo
di

es
 t

o 
av

oi
d 

un
du

e 
in

flu
en

ce
 f

ro
m

 
la

w
 e

nf
or

ce
m

en
t 

ag
en

ci
es

. O
ne

 w
ay

 t
o 

en
su

re
 

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 is
 t

o 
es

ta
bl

is
h 

a 
sy

st
em

 o
f 

ci
vi

lia
n 

ov
er

si
gh

t 
ov

er
 in

ve
st

ig
at

or
s.

 I
de

al
ly

, 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
al

lo
ca

te
d 

to
 e

st
ab

lis
h 

an
 in

-h
ou

se
 t

ra
in

in
g 

pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

fo
r 

fu
tu

re
 

in
ve

st
ig

at
or

s.
 E

m
pl

oy
ee

s 
sh

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
be

 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 t

ho
ro

ug
h 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
 c

he
ck

s.
 

A
 H

IG
H

 P
R

IC
E

 
T

O
 P

A
Y

 F
O

R
 M

IS
S

IN
G

 
A

 S
U

M
M

O
N

S

O
n 

1
8

 A
p

ri
l 

2
0

1
2
 A

rt
e

m
 G

e
ra

ym
o

vy
ch

-
M

a
g

a
ly

a
s 

w
as

 d
et

ai
ne

d 
in

 S
im

fe
ro

po
l, 

C
ri

m
ea

, f
or

 f
ai

lin
g 

to
 a

ns
w

er
 a

 c
ou

rt
 

su
m

m
on

s 
re

la
tin

g 
to

 a
 s

to
le

n 
dr

ill
 a

nd
 t

w
o 

m
ob

ile
 p

ho
ne

s.
 T

he
 s

um
m

on
s 

ha
d 

be
en

 s
en

t 
to

 t
he

 w
ro

ng
 a

dd
re

ss
.

A
rt

em
 s

ai
d 

he
 w

as
 p

un
ch

ed
 b

y 
a 

po
lic

e 
of

fic
er

 d
ur

in
g 

hi
s 

ar
re

st
 b

ef
or

e 
be

in
g 

ta
ke

n 
to

 Z
he

le
zn

od
or

oz
hn

yi
 D

is
tr

ic
t 

po
lic

e 
st

at
io

n.
 

Th
e 

po
lic

e 
di

d 
no

t 
re

gi
st

er
 h

is
 d

et
en

tio
n 

un
til

 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

da
y 

in
 v

io
la

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 C

ri
m

in
al

 
P

ro
ce

du
ra

l C
od

e.
 A

t 
th

e 
po

lic
e 

st
at

io
n,

 A
rt

em
 

re
po

rt
ed

 t
ha

t 
on

e 
of

 t
he

 o
ff

ic
er

s 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

be
at

in
g 

hi
m

 in
 t

he
 p

re
se

nc
e 

of
 t

w
o 

ot
he

rs
, 

de
m

an
di

ng
 t

ha
t 

he
 c

on
fe

ss
 t

o 
a 

ra
ng

e 
of

 
cr

im
es

. H
e

 s
a

ys
 t

h
a

t 
th

is
 o

ff
ic

e
r 

to
o

k 
a

 
m

e
ta

l 
h

o
o

k 
a

n
d

 u
se

d
 i

t 
to

 t
e

a
r 

h
is

 n
o

se
 

w
h

e
n

 h
e

 r
e

fu
se

d
 t

o
 c

o
n

fe
ss

.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
A

rt
em

, a
t 

th
is

 s
ta

ge
 h

e 
lo

st
 

co
ns

ci
ou

sn
es

s 
an

d 
hi

s 
ne

xt
 m

em
or

y 
is

 
w

ak
in

g 
up

 in
 h

os
pi

ta
l a

 w
ee

k 
la

te
r, 

on
 2

6 
A

pr
il.

 H
ow

ev
er

, h
e 

w
as

 r
eg

is
te

re
d 

as
 b

ei
ng

 
tr

an
sf

er
re

d 
to

 S
im

fe
ro

po
l p

re
-t

ri
al

 d
et

en
tio

n 
fa

ci
lit

y 
on

 2
1 

A
pr

il,
 t

o 
a 

ce
ll 

w
ith

 a
 d

et
ai

ne
e 

w
ho

 s
uf

fe
rs

 f
ro

m
 s

ev
er

e 
m

an
ic

 d
ep

re
ss

io
n.

  

P
ol

ic
e 

an
d 

gu
ar

ds
 a

t 
th

e 
pr

e-
tr

ia
l d

et
en

tio
n 

fa
ci

lit
y 

sa
y 

on
 2

4 
A

pr
il 

th
e 

m
en

ta
lly

-i
ll 

de
ta

in
ee

 a
tt

ac
ke

d 
A

rt
em

 w
ith

 a
 m

et
al

 p
ip

e,
 

al
th

ou
gh

 d
o 

no
t 

ex
pl

ai
n 

ho
w

 t
hi

s 
w

as
 a

llo
w

ed
 

to
 h

ap
pe

n 
w

hi
le

 b
ot

h 
w

er
e 

be
in

g 
he

ld
 in

 
cu

st
od

y,
 o

r 
ho

w
 t

he
 o

th
er

 d
et

ai
ne

e 
w

as
 in

 
po

ss
es

si
on

 o
f 

a 
la

rg
e 

an
d 

he
av

y 
m

et
al

 p
ip

e 
w

hi
le

 in
 h

is
 c

el
l. 

A
rt

em
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

re
m

em
be

r 
be

in
g 

in
 t

he
 p

re
-t

ri
al

 d
et

en
tio

n 
fa

ci
lit

y 
at

 a
ll,

 
an

d 
th

e 
m

en
ta

l i
lln

es
s 

of
 t

he
 o

th
er

 d
et

ai
ne

e 
is

 s
o 

se
ve

re
 a

s 
to

 r
en

de
r 

hi
m

 in
ca

pa
bl

e 
of

 
gi

vi
ng

 t
es

tim
on

y.

Th
e 

po
lic

e 
in

iti
at

ed
 a

 c
ri

m
in

al
 c

as
e 

ag
ai

ns
t 

th
e 

de
ta

in
ee

, b
ut

 d
id

 n
ot

 t
ak

e 
fin

ge
rp

ri
nt

s 
fr

om
 t

he
 m

et
al

 p
ip

e 
or

 p
ro

vi
de

 t
he

 c
ou

rt
 o

r 
th

e 
pr

os
ec

ut
or

 w
ith

 c
lo

se
d-

ci
rc

ui
t 

TV
 r

ec
or

ds
 

fr
om

 t
he

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

an
d 

de
te

nt
io

n 
ce

nt
re

 
as

 p
ot

en
tia

l e
vi

de
nc

e.
 

E
ff

e
ct

iv
e
n
e
ss

/A
d
e
q
u
a
cy

 

In
 o

rd
er

 t
o 

be
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

A
m

ne
st

y 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

be
lie

ve
s 

th
e 

S
ta

te
 I

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

B
ur

ea
u 

w
ill

 
ne

ed
 t

o 
ad

eq
ua

te
ly

 r
es

ou
rc

ed
 a

nd
 e

m
po

w
-

er
ed

. 

Th
e 

S
ta

te
 I

nv
es

tig
at

io
n 

B
ur

ea
u 

w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 
ha

ve
 im

m
ed

ia
te

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 p

ol
ic

e 
pr

em
is

es
 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
re

le
va

nt
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 s

uc
h 

as
 c

ri
m

e 
sc

en
es

, a
nd

 t
he

 p
ow

er
 t

o 
or

de
r 

th
e 

pr
od

uc
-

tio
n 

of
 e

vi
de

nc
e 

an
d 

do
cu

m
en

ts
. I

t 
w

ill
 n

ee
d 

a 
m

an
da

te
 t

o 
in

te
rv

ie
w

 v
ic

tim
s,

 w
itn

es
se

s 
an

d 
ac

cu
se

d 
pa

rt
ie

s.
 I

t 
w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
ab

le
 t

o 
re

fe
r 

m
at

te
rs

 t
o 

th
e 

cr
im

in
al

 p
ro

se
cu

to
r 

an
d/

or
 t

o 
th

e 
in

te
rn

al
 s

ec
ur

ity
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t 
of

 t
he

 
M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 I

nt
er

na
l A

ff
ai

rs
. 

Th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l b

ud
ge

t 
of

 t
he

 n
ew

 S
ta

te
 I

n-
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
B

ur
ea

u 
m

us
t 

be
 la

rg
e 

en
ou

gh
 f

or
 

it 
to

 f
un

ct
io

n 
ef

fe
ct

iv
el

y 
on

 a
 n

at
io

na
l s

ca
le

 
an

d 
sa

la
ri

es
 m

us
t 

be
 o

n 
a 

sc
al

e 
to

 d
is

co
ur

ag
e 

co
rr

up
tio

n.
 

P
ro

m
p
tn

e
ss

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l h
um

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
st

an
da

rd
s 

ca
ll 

fo
r 

th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 o

f 
to

rt
ur

e 
al

le
ga

tio
ns

 t
o 

be
 

pr
om

pt
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e.

 I
n 

m
an

y 
of

 t
he

 c
as

es
 

do
cu

m
en

te
d 

by
 A

m
ne

st
y 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l a
nd

 
m

an
y 

of
 t

he
 c

as
es

 t
ha

t 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

su
bm

itt
ed

 
to

 t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
co

ur
t 

of
 H

um
an

 R
ig

ht
s,

 t
he

 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

of
 a

lle
ga

tio
ns

 o
f 

to
rt

ur
e 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
ill

-t
re

at
m

en
t 

ha
s 

fa
ile

d 
be

ca
us

e 
th

ey
 

w
er

e 
no

t 
in

ve
st

ig
at

ed
 p

ro
m

pt
ly

 a
nd

 v
ita

l 
ev

id
en

ce
 w

as
 lo

st
. T

he
 S

ta
te

 I
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
B

ur
ea

u 
m

us
t 

en
su

re
 t

ha
t 

its
 in

ve
st

ig
at

or
s 

ar
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

st
ar

t 
w

or
k 

as
 s

oo
n 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e 

af
te

r 
a 

cr
im

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 c

om
m

itt
ed

. 

A
cc

o
u
n
ta

b
il

it
y 

a
n
d
 

P
u
b
li

c 
S

cr
u
ti

n
y

If
 t

he
 S

ta
te

 I
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
B

ur
ea

u 
is

 t
o 

be
 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
in

 o
ve

rc
om

in
g 

im
pu

ni
ty

 it
 m

us
t 

be
 

op
en

 t
o 

pu
bl

ic
 s

cr
ut

in
y 

of
 t

he
 in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

re
su

lts
. I

t 
m

us
t 

ke
ep

 p
ub

lic
ly

 a
va

il-
ab

le
 r

ec
or

ds
 o

f 
al

l c
om

pl
ai

nt
s 

re
ce

iv
ed

 a
nd

 
th

e 
ac

tio
ns

 t
ak

en
 a

nd
 m

us
t 

ha
ve

 a
de

qu
at

e 
in

te
rn

al
 d

is
ci

pl
in

ar
y 

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s.

 I
nf

or
m

a-
tio

n 
ab

ou
t 

ho
w

 t
o 

m
ak

e 
a 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
 m

us
t 

be
 

w
id

el
y 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
pu

bl
ic

ly
 a

nd
 c

le
ar

 e
no

ug
h 

fo
r 

al
l t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

. T
o 

en
su

re
 p

ub
lic

 t
ru

st
 

in
 t

he
 s

ys
te

m
, v

ic
tim

s 
an

d 
fa

m
ili

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
ke

pt
 f

ul
ly

 in
fo

rm
ed

 o
f 

pr
og

re
ss

 o
f 

in
ve

st
ig

a-
tio

ns
. W

hi
le

 t
ak

in
g 

ca
re

 n
ot

 t
o 

pr
ej

ud
ic

e 
th

e 
in

te
re

st
s 

of
 t

he
 o

ff
ic

ia
l w

ho
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

co
m

pl
ai

ne
d 

ag
ai

ns
t,

 t
he

 c
om

pl
ai

na
nt

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 c

on
su

lte
d 

an
d 

ke
pt

 in
fo

rm
ed

 o
f 

de
ve

lo
p-

m
en

ts
 t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t 
th

e 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 h

is
 o

r 
he

r 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

.

20
13

 t
o 

th
e 

C
ri

m
ea

 P
ro

se
cu

to
rs

’ o
ff

ic
e.

 T
he

y 
re

ce
iv

ed
 n

o 
re

sp
on

se
, s

o 
on

 2
3 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

th
ey

 
re

-s
ub

m
itt

ed
 t

he
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

 t
o 

th
e 

S
im

fe
ro

po
l 

P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
of

fic
e.

 

O
n 

25
 J

an
ua

ry
 t

he
y 

su
bm

itt
ed

 a
n 

ap
pe

al
 

di
re

ct
ly

 t
o 

th
e 

co
ur

t,
 w

hi
ch

 h
el

d 
a 

he
ar

in
g 

on
 2

8 
Ja

nu
ar

y.
 D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
he

ar
in

g 
it 

w
as

 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
th

at
 t

he
 P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

of
fic

e 
ha

d 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 t
he

 p
ar

en
t’s

 7
 D

ec
em

be
r 

20
12

 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 a
s 

an
 e

nq
ui

ry
, a

nd
 h

ad
 ig

no
re

d 
al

to
ge

th
er

 t
he

ir
 1

4 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

13
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

. 
Th

e 
co

ur
t 

di
d 

no
t 

qu
es

tio
n 

th
e 

P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
de

ci
si

on
 n

ot
 t

o 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e.

O
n 

1
4

 M
a

rc
h

 2
0

1
3
 A

rt
em

 r
e-

su
bm

itt
ed

 
hi

s 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 a
bo

ut
 t

or
tu

re
 b

y 
po

lic
e 

an
d 

re
ce

iv
ed

 a
 r

es
po

ns
e 

re
fu

si
ng

 t
o 

re
gi

st
er

 t
he

 
cr

im
e 

on
 t

he
 b

as
is

 o
f 

th
e 

15
 N

ov
em

be
r 

20
12

 
de

ci
si

on
 u

nd
er

 t
he

 o
ld

 C
od

e.
 

A
rt

e
m

 i
s 

p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
tl

y 
d

is
fi

g
u

re
d

 a
n

d
 s

u
ff

e
rs

 
fr

o
m

 d
e

p
re

ss
io

n
 a

s 
a

 r
e

su
lt

 o
f 

th
e

 d
a

m
a

g
e

 
to

 h
is

 b
ra

in
 a

n
d

 p
o

st
-t

ra
u

m
a

ti
c 

st
re

ss
 a

s 
a

 r
e

su
lt

 o
f 

h
is

 e
xp

e
ri

e
n

ce
. 

H
e 

is
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 
in

 h
os

pi
ta

l a
nd

 u
na

bl
e 

to
 s

pe
ak

 p
ro

pe
rl

y.
 H

e 
sa

ys
 t

ha
t 

he
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

po
lic

e 
he

 s
ay

s 
to

rt
ur

ed
 h

im
, b

ut
 h

as
 n

ot
 b

ee
n 

gi
ve

n 
th

e 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 t
o 

do
 s

o.
 

Ev
en

 if
 h

e 
ca

nn
ot

, t
he

 e
xp

la
na

tio
n 

fo
r 

hi
s 

in
ju

ri
es

 g
iv

en
 b

y 
po

lic
e 

an
d 

gu
ar

ds
 a

t 
th

e 
de

te
nt

io
n 

ce
nt

re
 s

ug
ge

st
s 

of
fic

er
s 

at
 t

he
 

pr
e-

tr
ia

l d
et

en
tio

n 
fa

ci
lit

y 
w

er
e 

ne
gl

ig
en

t 
by

 
pl

ac
in

g 
hi

m
 in

 a
 c

el
l w

ith
 a

 m
en

ta
lly

 u
ns

ta
bl

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

, a
llo

w
in

g 
th

at
 in

di
vi

du
al

 t
o 

po
ss

es
s 

a 
w

ea
po

n,
 a

nd
 a

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

as
sa

ul
t 

to
 t

ak
e 

pl
ac

e.
 

A
m

n
e

st
y 

In
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l 
th

e
re

fo
re

 c
a

ll
s 

o
n

 
th

e
 U

kr
a

in
ia

n
 a

u
th

o
ri

ti
e

s 
to

 e
n

su
re

 t
h

e
re

 i
s 

a
 n

e
w

 i
n

d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

t,
 i

m
p

a
rt

ia
l 

a
n

d
 e

ff
e

ct
iv

e
 

in
ve

st
ig

a
ti

o
n

 i
n

to
 t

h
e

 a
ss

a
u

lt
 o

n
 A

rt
e

m
 a

n
d

 
h

is
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t 

a
b

o
u

t 
to

rt
u

re
.

Artem Geraymovych-Magalyas before he was detained by 
police officers on 18 April 2012, 
December 2011 © Nadezhda Martynenko (Artem’s mother) Artem Geraymovych-Magalyas, June 2012

© Nadezhda Martynenko (Artem’s mother)
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Role of the General 
Prosecutor’s Office

Even a thorough and effective new 
State Investigation Bureau will 
not be able to provide an effective 
accountability mechanism if the 
Prosecutors they present cases to 
continue to be influenced by their 
relationships with law enforcement 
officers. The establishment of the State 
Investigation Bureau will therefore also 
call for corresponding reforms within 
the General Prosecutor’s Office. 

The architects of this reform will 
need to consider how to separate 
prosecutors working on ordinary 
crimes from those specialist 
prosecutors working on crimes by 
police, and how to ensure these 
prosecutors are not bound by the 
current links between local prosecutors 
and local law enforcement established 
by studying, training and working 
together in the same district.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In 2012 Ukraine took some 
important steps toward 

combating torture and other ill-treatment. A 
modern and improved Criminal Procedure 
Code was introduced, and the National 
Preventive Mechanism was established.

However, Amnesty International continues 
to document cases where police have 
tortured individuals to punish them without 
going to court, in retaliation for a complaint 
against officials, or in order to extort 
money. 

The introduction of new legislation and 
preventive monitoring alone will not 
be enough to end the widespread use 
of torture and other ill-treatment.  The 
challenge the authorities face now is to 
properly implement and enforce the new 
Criminal Procedure Code, and by doing so 
usher in a new era for Ukraine’s criminal 
justice system – an era in which the rights 
of detainees are respected and officials are 
held to account for unlawful actions.

Abuse by officials can only be prevented 
when they know they will be effectively 
held to account for their actions. As well 
as removing the incentive for torture, 
there must be a strong deterrent – a 
strong likelihood of disciplinary or criminal 
punishment.

In November 2012 President Yanukovych 
stated that “Corruption, office abuse, 
ill-treatment and torture on the part of law 
enforcement bodies must stay in the past”.

However, corruption, office abuse, ill-
treatment and torture by law enforcement 
is still very much part of the present.

Amnesty International is calling on 
the executive, legislative and law 
enforcement bodies of Ukraine to work 
together to ensure that torture really does 
become a thing of the past. 

We urge them to:

Urgently establish the State 
Investigation Bureau outlined in the 
new Criminal Procedure Code as a 
genuinely independent institution that 
effectively and promptly investigates 
all allegations of torture by law 
enforcement officers, while ensuring 
public scrutiny and victim involvement;

Promptly prosecute any law 
enforcement official reasonably 
suspected of torture or other ill-
treatment;

Ensure that full investigations are 
immediately carried out into the 
allegations of police torture and 
ill-treatment in the cases of Yakov 
Strogan, Mikhail Belikov, Firdovsi 
Safarov, Svitlana Pomilyaiko, Vitaliy 
Levchenko and Andriy Melnychenko, 
Oleksandr Popov, and Artem 
Geraymovych-Megalyas.

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million 
supporters, members and activists in more than 150 countries and 
territories who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of human Rights and other international human 
rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political ideology, economic 
interest or religion and are funded mainly by our membership and public 
donations.
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